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A geneJ;1,ai J:'eview of ,the ,Maym6fionsfi'om:thEi '~biks'hbp'''"
on the',,:ff::ina,ncing bfPost"Secondary education 'was 'held' and"'!
we deei~edit1):at.lobbying, thefederalpolitl.caI'parti\i,i3 wa~":
an immediate priority. The provincial representciifives "."
agreed to research pos t.-aecondary financing in preparati,()~,;

for dis,qussions', on ,the 'Fiscal Arangements' Act'.'I"" ' , " ",:",.,::,:.
.: • " '"' > . " -r, ' ". ',",.j' ~j.l !"~J

'~"t'L):-; C' c.' " ',' "

A sta~d~ng committ€eon financing was 'esnablished'to
facilita:qe "the financing 'of any policies, 2CJ!ft!iIi~teesand
research. Specifically the committee 'was instructed 'to'

. c . i . ,~.' '.[1. (,i ~. ,,' '. '." '":
<'f:~J:, ..: \';' , " _, ,','
The first meeting of the Central Committee served as art '

orientation session for the new members. There was a ~e~,

view ot"thel!'€sponsibili ties of both centrai\Cortllld.he\f ml;i!il:- ."
,.• - • . ..', ".,' I,r· ",' ,r ... _., ....:,.

be,li'f!i"i;lndn ~ taff. as weI ~ as a. pre~iminary examina,t~oIlb~.th~;'
NUS/UNE fJ.nances. An J.nvestJ.gatJ.on of' alternate 'sources '
of funding, to supplement the 1974-75 budget was undez-- , '"
tak~li"bt 'J.1hompson.,," ',',', ,," " ..,I;,'", "

"~'fb ((",:, l: .' I, _. .' _ _ ,',', ,."'__j;,. '" "', ,::,~.: ..'. .:

T4~:·committeeagreed'wi th suggestions t~at'a l?aml?hl~,1::,
expla;ining::and promoting ,the purp,?ses of, NUS/UNE o'ffic:i'il .."
stafD,";(';,,,,[,he discussion, evelved into an analysis of ':the.Job':
descrip,1;:ions for both the general secretary" arid. exe(jutiv:~, I'
see-J:lEil,ti;)!l(y',:, It became evident that the existinej ;des'ci;rip~ .. .
tio!):!,?, ,.,eJ:'e ambi~uous and' inadequate. All members, agJ;'eedtq' ,
tl1~i'4eed,for concrete telTms of refeiencewhich'w'ciuld ;etlabl,e"
the generail:secretary to engage- iri pontical: anal;l{sis and ,,' '" '
fieldW:QJ;'k,,·,and the executive ,secretary to organJ.ze'the'ofhc':~
and do preliminary research. A sub-committee on hi:dn~:i w'a:-s ':
struck to draw up staff appl~cation forms and receive ,a:nd""
assess:,:app;l:i'oations' for new pezaonnel., : ,", ' ., ,,': " .' , :[.',
;;:\s:;~~~j-D,,:;:,,_ ". -t . i . r :

'-:~~PO:l!,tsonthe ,short-term lobbying program weJ;'esUb~itteci>
and-'.a,·t;:r;it:icalanalysis of the , implementation prdq~ss'rOl":,
loweavx", The" short~term gOals' included taxexemptiohs"'"for' " :'~I:
studYl!\ateaoials,'and student unionfees. "Some membe:Fs 'Wete:' ":
conc~~J),e4'bth:~,t,th€ lack of comprehensive research 'data~ 'would'
sev-/il,J;'e1y'handicap the'program~ It was pointed O,1:1t thai:" ",
thrOl:/.I!11);:the standing, Cbmmittee of 'the' FinanCing"of'Post:1 "."!
Secondary Edu,cation, NUS had long-term polides"~hich if" .,.,
well supported and researched could form a framew()r~ and..
perspeqti;ve',through which the short-term goals 'ccli.1.ici,be "
better realized" Thel:1ewasa consensus. that we~'17:e:rocuin~" x :

entedresearoh was fundainenal to the success of'the NUS/pNi::"
lobby,'canet, 1;:hatthe>!,priorities of' the General Se'cretary be":"":,
researCI1 ;'a,m:et 'lQbbying. ' , ,'" ,,":;:!~;:
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The August meElt{ngs bElgan.with an analysis of ,thEl lobby
programmEl. ThEl rElsponse to the mailout was poor, with thEl
NDP tbeo~ly federal Rarty wbich replied favourably. The·
CC member s were ·askedto .follo>'l, up ; the Central Offd.oe. co:t~·,
r espondarice 'by :'cont.i;l.cting '!'Ws,at' t.he. .local ·leveL F{work- .
ing'commi,tteEi' wasformeq to prepare a .preliminary brief . .'.'
on accessipili tyand to Eiugg.E;lst spec:i.ificdemandsandstrat..
egy .for the. October conference.!Tbis was follow-up ·tothe . ,
Letbb;ddge .di~cuss,iQns, w];lere it became apparent that -NUS/UNIt
must take a iong 'termper'spective on the .lobby. programme . ':;
aIfd::Lll.tegratethgproposed short-term .goals withlOhg term
objective's. ' ;

The).\l,U,S posLt.Lqnion >th.e student housing crisiswaS,re":'
viewed,. ' We agr~Ei'dto ;establishhdus,ing workshops at the
October corrferenoe to :expose t1).e issue and develop" an-Ln-:
itial cri:tici,sm•. ", ; .,.' . ,

Thompso;'; reported ~h~:i:. he):lad established a book-keep
ing system and we discussed our financial status. A ten
tative budget ,~or, 1,9,7 5-.76 was analyzed and, simpleho'use-','
keeping motions on constitu,t,ionaJ."'amendmen:ts, 'and theOc-:' ....
tober co;~fex:enc;e w:ere passes. . ,:'

Delegates of the October General Meeting ratified the
student aid (accessibility) campaign and the proposed fee
increase. Subsequently, the Central Committee met and dis-
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funding. Standingcbmmittees
Status of Women werEl also
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invElstigate altElrnate sourCElS of
on Gove rriment; Rela·tions, and t.he
formEld.

,f:'" '

"lEi' .. agrElElq ,,"0. holc;l t.he oceober confElrElncEl,at thEl t1 of
Sa~~atchElwan.in Sqskatoon, and gElnElrally discussEld·thElcon=
fElrencEl structure and, agend<i. "i'

ThbiJ.pson prl'lsented 'a fill~~cial report 'andrecolli1nended"
that immediate attention had to be given to alternate sources
of ,funqing, . Thepossibi li ty of short-term'loans and grants
was discussed andisome imembezss volunteer.ed to approach gov
ernment agencieljl~c'l::funding. Considering the severe' con'... '
straints of the budget, we .concl.uded that. a: proposal fo'ra,' .
fe'e, ,inqreas,e' would be prep<ired for. the October con,feremce. ..
The task of organization of the October General Meeting! was . i .

the final'.a.gendq' ftf')m~., ' Respo!'lsibili ties' were assigned ahd'" .'.'.
preliminary work. on. a number of reports .was .bequn;" '. ......

• • ~_:: I" - < '-,. ~ .' • • ;,:; '. i - , . .' ,;, -'~'.. '

A tentative.. budgf.!t and ri;l.Honale for·'the, fee increase
were dri3:ftedGl'ttheJ4tb: Central Committee.meeting; iA
consensus,was ':reacl,1ed .that .a fee incre'aseto $L 00 was
minima:Lly,necessary . .•..l,' committee was ,.struck to preparei"a'
report' on restructuring, finances and t.he ·'fee increase ,'0 ....
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cU!isWd€h.~ implementation of the studep.t a,id policies
andeass:Lgned duties to the provincial representativ;9s. 'l'he
reps were instructed to present the NUS position at meeting~

with thi"ir, provip.cial education minis:te~i" and student as-
s i.at.ance, depaxtments • This' was to enplite' national exposur'e
of "die, c.i'l.Inpaignand assist the lobbying efforts of the"Cel'l
tr'al OIff1.C~ s t.af f ," We decided that immediate research on,
stude)'i,,('<itssistanee was necessary and instructed Creswick to
deveiopan analysis, for the May General Meeting. " ,

I.,:. ',"! .,' .".. - . "I

I!;'-)~ j'(';:'. f1 '.• ._r~';'" .'. •,'.. • "

"[,'AS 'dJ.rectedby the, Hay Plenary, the Central CommJ. ttee
raised'st'affsalaI-:i,es to $130,.90 per week. '

r . ,

,--$,,"'1",' {' " . . : ' '" '. . .,' ". . . '.-

!i3:t'N6verrir,~r, posters, and inserts for the CSLP campaign
had been developed and distributed. Concurrent with this
dev~.J:6pIhE1nt; NUS!UNE stepped up its capacity' to lobby ,at
the'Ncltional level, oftEm in solidarity with regionaL as.,..
sociations of students." ,,'

. -. r''- '. 'i'.,·,:, .'. _ ," .,0' , . . ' . " ~ . • \

It became'apparent that the ,federal government required
sUbe;tclntia:linput'on sttldentfinancing and commissioned
St~t~~:tt?S .C;;\3:nada ,~o survey,s sample of post sec01?-d,a:ry
students. 'TneNatJ.onaIOffJ.ce staff kept up cons Ls cent,

'-, [' ":r -',.", , 'i .. ', -:.'. ",.' . '," • _ '. .
pres'sU;refor studentJ.nput into the surveys and for, sup-
pJ"eriiertta:f§ 'surveys in areas neglecte-by statistics Canada.

! ,~:j:':,>.:'·!i '...'" :.;:. '.' .

Dtlt:l:ngrec~nt mont.hs , the office staff, has concentrated"
i ts'6ffqrts OJ) the preparations, for the May Conference and
contirYcllng'work on 'the student aid campaign. The cam... '
paign work has centred largely around co-ordinating the
lobbYi!Wof,goverpment, groups. responsible,. for policies on
stu.di;pt',Clid. ,

l1'oiJ..()W:Lilg NUS!UNE' s attempt to secure stud,ent represen-'
tati:dIi"'bJi 't:heFederal Provincial Task Force on Student 1\.s-
s i.scanoe Ln February,. the NUS!UNE staff was grctnted pepnis
d6K t6rhctke a presentation to the members on the group,at"
their1\.pril 9-10 meeting in Toronto. This provided NUS!UNE
the, (Jpportunityto explain our dissatisfaction at not haying
had"our J;'eques't;:, tp the Council of Mini,sters of Edu9ation, i

(CME) a11swered,;, ,Our request was that the CME, alto.r ethe
terms/Of' r<3fei;':eh¢e, fOJ;: the Task F,orce to.;tllow student par.,..
tic,ipa:tiop. orl,t:l1;e)'groilp and access to all documentis arisiIlg
fr;o;nth<::;ir, se~siQns., '

T)1elneJllb~rsof. .the Task Force repeated their invitation
to NUS!uNEt,o presenj::.abrief, on the issue of student aid ,;
whj,chthey wOl\J..qpe, willing' to consider.'" The staff 'stressed'
the 'fa:Cl1;tlJ:i:t( olir request for, student parj::ici!lation,was,
not e~c'l,iii>iy(;i:I;y fol;' w:r:ittell submissions, but; also for, ,student
pxeaen'ce at ail discussions regarding student aid. ,It
would be impossible to adress'the issues the group is dis
ucssing without at the very least access to their documents.
Unless we are able to analyze their position, it is highly
unlikely for them to give our submission serious con
sideration.

,~.,--_._~-~~---~-----,,-----------
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Their response to our requests was apparently sympath- ,
etic, but they felt they could do little to influence the,'
ministers.

Following this meeting, the staff also attempted to
lobby the Chairman of the CME for a final response to our
requests. After considerable pressure, they did manage to
speak with the Chairman I s special assistance, and another, '
sta::;fmember (j)f' the ",CNE ;",' Their"st.ateinents lr1ere ",\sOlllewnat'
contrgdi,c:l;.o;;;;i;' (uThei "specd.a.l.oassis t.ant; s aiClJ t.f1at' ~the Chair":
man could make the decision on student participati~~~EhrougW

informal consultation with t,he ministers on the council,
while hbeD@M~ITroepEesenEa~j$e8i~s~st~al~~~@~~@~mPfii~~~t§~'
onl~u~cbed8~FQq8Bac~mmendat~ons~~~~4g~~~~~erl&fGD4p<<£101
~1iWlS t.1j?~!il:.6ll\f DE!fJ,U<!lat'ijto:Q. '"';wn~eagp~ars':r~f;cliiilflwb~l§l\tuent . ~rJ:'" (3upe:r
ves t;ktsi?l:lloon thiflt euh.ts- 8dee:j5s i<l}ri')~ 8clirchiqjg:[:tt1li~C)t(§l:BRts rl~j!:'.t~eqa
ference for thisgioupis of a polftig:all' B'aJ~U~t§1,:raTi'{jI9@h<i.g.6jl?
the first'explanation'is 'the more credible. "

The staff recommended that lr1e continue to seek student
: ,,- .•; ,,'.,:, .: .,., :':"··i " ';." ."': . " "", .. ' "'. '.:--" :." .,..., ':. ....'.,~.. "."'" - . ,;:'~. ' ..' ..';

representat:ronor1j:he csr.;p~enary Group ;whi,~h'l1ol<;1s ,:Lts"
next; ri1eetingiii,theFaH ,of 'this year; Tb,is' g'iv'~s NUSjU!:'l'.E;'
the entiiesu.mmer to deve Lop a lobby ca:mpaign,whichcou~d
involve 'lobbying members ·ofParlianient,' apgroa,qhing?ppos;i;;; ,
tion members and the oppos t.Lon party critics of financing , "
and "the Secretary of state. Added support for bur position
and pressure on the government could be secured through ,
contacts "'lith press ,and extending our links with outside
goolips such as the Canadian Labour Congress 'and poverty
groups.

MotionS were passedreguiring that referenda be ~aLdto

increase the per student fee by May of 1976, after which
time member institutions which had failed to hold refe:t;
enda or, h ad lost' referenda, would be required 'to withdraw,.,

The Lakohead , f.Lal;i.J,ax,. and ,Ottm"a meetings ,. dev!"lClped into
planniil1g'}1~~~J3;iQp'!s,,~or:the May conference.t: ", ' .: ,,'

," i·; " . . ., ,::,.1,._. " ",',,~~Lm

, An examination of regional and national student-related'
issuas (9jCq~f.ji(f'Mi;:flJtdc;i;JNes.tt:p,g:ationl ,bYt:\ Lc.en±r;a:J::~rabltuQfuItit'Efe' J <) '1
memb.m;:lil '&Jld:, <R;ilf!l~:jI7~!3Qp:g:::cEt, p~¢\P1ei(0:lb rthes;e nifs;s,uesl:began.,~(!doI ,
Th€l:,:)St,%i;<HI'hr@:l}S [:li9J:.~;i,gJl ,.Eft?>iA,€mtJ3[ wj,lthin;['bhelcDepar.it.hfen t iioifuGi::pGir
ManpoF.~F.j ':i'llW r;!imni;g1i1t1€;L9!!+}t$,o, G.~~n!(Eta pe''uiii,bthso,i,eris±13 !tJ,fi ,;IJ~""(ii"
unemployment, .t.he lack of 'student hOUS,llihig ,:ani:l. ':\:m':eJ:ahii:lra!t''fuoilo
and extension of the CSLP campaign were all¢lisc].1ssE!d.
We 'agreed that' each of ,these issues had a nationi:J,li'mpac:l::
and required, analysis by the Central. Con\lnittee. Wewere
asked toselect'st'udents tbparticipateon the Senate Hear
ings on Cannabis but since we did not have any poiicy on "
this ,\-,e s\1ggested that Lridi.vf.dua.I, campuses'be invited to

,_ ...
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senq:Jei?~-~ .. -, ...-te· Cii~¢IJ$'e;edthe ..tent~hve .: p,udget .• f()J;j~'7~]76"
and'reviewed the status of member and non-member }ti.E!ti1;:.-;"::,
utions across the country. .... ....

-; ;~,

,,,:. -l t,,". .: '.'.' _: .:.' .-,.}. ", :., . "'. ,1 .", " : . "";- -"f '-' " ,:,. I, \ . 'i' ," "

.II) ~UIllIlIClry ;..,qne.rfl1i~t 5ay '. tl1,?l t 9U,,~,i)ios t importan1;:~ a,?1a9~ ..
this paSt year"hasJbeen' the initiatiori of" a nationa;!. cqm-..
paign on student assistance. The research complet€!d i'~""i"
NUS/UNE's preliminary effort to present a documented report
on this issue. The topic has been approached on a relative
ly broad base dealing especilly with the concept of equal
ity of opportunity as it relates to higher education. To
support our attack on student aid programmes for not con
tributing to accessibility at the post-secondary level of

----------_.._--_ ....- _. --- ----
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educat.Lcn ,w,e have Ouqined ,tl1e lj1aj<;Jrv{,e1l;knesf;les common
to aU regions of the country'of the p'reserit systems and
future trends'. .,.. .. , .. ' .. " '.' .
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This report sl10uld make it apparent that thei§sue ~s

hi911+y bqmplex;, Welj1ust dea L withbbth federal and J;>rovin
ci~L'goyerninen;:s,the overall funding of education;" the num
erous, ",reas o:f requiring. chanqa wi.tltin aid 'programmes , .....
tt\eval\leof. eclJ1,Gp.hori,as>ye·n as thE! t1189is';to support''''
oul:' stand OD.educatiori as ~ rigl1t ,Qfall citizens regardless
of the:lreconomic );>ackground. . AU tJ,l,eSE! are~smust, continue

"c " ", ,: ,'j " .' ,,'" : " ~ • ", " : ','". "', ". ", ' " , ' ''',.- r"

t9;:,1:Ie discussed, J;"e~E7arC:~'7danqpdevelope~.. r '", • ..,

Given the scale of these tasks ~ 'we" recognize £heLneed .
for cowPetent persons to studY anda:r;ticulate theseyar,..

• ," """', .. ' ,'. ' '''.', ,',',. ,,,' " ' ·c ': ' '" ,,",1 ......" ..."!." J, : ,".

aous area~. ;J:! ~tuc1en tS9're a:L:I,., commatb:';ldj::oprotect1,ng,
the.~r oWJ:1"iJ;lt,erests, .andj:;he interest~of a;l:J.'C$iI1aqi",n,s,
they must b~-prepa:req to express thiscollllni tlj1ent by prov-

", ' 'n:' ' .' ',',',,', ,," ,). ': I,~ ,,'-' " ,;' ',' , " ,' ... ' :' ,--', : ,', ' ' , ,,,' ,

ic1ipg the pec:essar¥ res,ources ,both, tn,t,erlj1!3. of I'\c:oh,QIj1;LC;
ahdpoHtical support and co-operat.Lcn..: . , ..' .

, " , " ;,~ '.. ,' , : ' :

It must be remembered that fee referenda were success
f\llly ,runats;Lx:member, Lns t.Ltrut.i.ons ,;Lp 1974-7~ ,find with
1:h6.:, pr6pp~8t. Cl'f wore Viq~<)];:ie$ II} :1,97$:"76, th:\'s,ge:fip;i t
can be met,;, '. '" . . c-, ~'i . .

The increased recognition of NUS as the national .voice
",' , ", .. ' I, C,-- " ',.', .-:, ' .. \,,';" ,,;,', j .,--' , '. J,', " ,:"',i,'" -'.:..,1 ".',

o(s,tuderits issolj1e evidence, of Positiyec1evelqpl1!¢nt of the
organizatiol?-. ,we,.)llust now assulj1eaqqi#o!'ial respons,ib:t1-:;
ities • wei must be, prepared topJ;'esent ap9E;i tioIl: 011i:i:g~ ,
other major issues that relate to stUdents. Both housing
and u~"p:np19ymEHJ,t are vi'i:a+ areClS~:J;.. corw.ern.We mustr,~pond

tothe$Ej iE;suespy beginningJdis~us;O~Q~~n9;:teElrpaJ:"cl1wh:j.C::h
oouLd .well Lead tq a .wel;l orqana zed hcitipnalqampaign ••... ~Ui?

:qasrecich~d);:h~,stage,'where it ,;Ls. c;:iapciple, p:f. W;Lnrilw:~ul?pqrt
anqctedi1?~liW;t8.cOPEl with sl.78h;p:r;qj;;Jlews; " '", '

." ''', .- ",',"', ':' ",' , '" ' ",:; ",' ': .., .. ",.'" " ", ," ":'; :. , : .":,'- ,":', ,',". , " .. ,:.,.)
Thefinancialsituatiqn ofNUS!Ui'/Eis still' critical but

no longer' despera:i::~ in' view. of NUS/UNE' sdeveiopinent as the
nationally .~epresentCl:tive,organizatioll ofC;angdianJ;>0st-

,..sei;lo\1d?;ry)il-tpdents f, and. our" gt'ow~ng oapao i, ey j::o ,inH-iate
extepsive crosl>;:,-cQiintrysupport for, the'CSL:p lobby ef:fort..
the d,?ntra'l, CQilunitt~Elf;lUPPOJ:";tE;the,adoPtion:,6fthe' ti:'eias'" .
urer I s"defiCit'budget. ..' 'd , ,

I
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) The Central Committee recommends that the priority
for expenditure of extra funds of the union be the hiring
of additional staff.

2) Given that the CSLP Campaign requires continued re
search and lobbying support in 1975-76, the Central Com
mittee recommends that the issue of student assistance
remain the major priority of the NUS/liNE.

3) Whereas NUS/UNE has made a number of representations to
the Federal-Provincial Task Force on Student Assistance
and Whereas these efforts have been effectively stalled
by government bureaucrats, and Whereas there remains only
one scheduled meeting of this Task Force,
BE IT RESOLVED that NUS members discontinue efforts to make
formal presentations to the Federal-Provincial Task Force.

4) Given the Canadian Association of University Teachers
(CAUT) recommendation that the fee component should at a

minimum remain stable in the mix of financial resources
and recommends that the fee component be tied to an annual
cost of living adjustment,

The Central Committee recommends that: I

-NUS member institutions organize at the local level to
pressure members of the CAUT to change their proposals on
student aid and adopt the NUS/liNE policies calling for
abolition of tuition fees and adequate living stipends for
all students, and that

- NUS present a formal brief to the CAUT executive.

----~~ -- ------
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The Meliorist Monday, April14, 1975

Don Thompson displaying the prime concern of the last NUS Conference.
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