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MINUTES OF. THE EIGHT SEMI-ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

OCTOBER 1-3 1976

" CARLETON UNIVERSITY

The eight semi-annual General Meetlng was. called to order at.9:20 am,
Friday, October 1, 1976, by Ross Powell. Pierre Ouellette welcomed delegates
on behalf of the Central Committeée. He explained some of the techmnical problems
. which were preventing completion of the delegates’ conference books, thanked
Carleton for hosting the conference on short notice’ and introduced members of
.the Central Commlttee. :

Member Associations Present

‘ University of British Columbia University of New Brunswick

. Brock University = ~ Notre Dame University

. University of Calgary -~ Nova Scotia Agricultural College
Capilano College Nova Scotia College of Art & De51gn
Carleton University ' University of Regina
Dalhousie University ‘ ' College Universitaire Saint- Boniface
Douglas College . _ . University of Saskatchewan
Glendon College o Sheridan College
TUniversity of King's College Simon Fraser Unlver51ty
Langara Campus, V., c.C, University of Toronto (GSU)
University of Lethbridge L University of Toronto (SAC)
McMaster University © University of Waterloo -
'MUN West Coast Regiomal College University of Winnipeg

(Corner Brook) : York University

Observer Associations Present

.AcadiaﬁUniversity : Mount Allison University
Atkinson College : ‘Queen's University
Bishop’s University Ryerson Polytechnical Institute
Y Fanshawe College ‘ Sheridan College
DAt University of Guelph o Sir George Williams Campus, Concordia
Y Humber College - Trent University _
Loyola Campus, Concordia University of Toronto (ASSU)
University of Manitoba University of Toronto (APUS)

3 f;f:' ' ‘ University of Western Ontario




-Press:RepresentatiVes_Present_

Atklnson Balloon . =z Go;operative Press Associates
Canadian Unlver51ty Press . . Young Socialist/Labor Challenge

”ﬁ{l‘ l.‘Agenda

Ross Powell announced that the Central Commlttee had amended the prev10usly-
circulated draft agendd, to include a session on National Student Day strategy.
- He noted that the conference format was new for NUS/UNE, featurlng srmulteneous ;
"'Workshops on major issues, and daily plenarles. ‘ .

"'2. Minutes of the Last Meetlng

MOTION: Reglna/Lethbrldge
To accept the minutes of the Fourth Annual General Meetlng as
circulated.

CARRIED

3. Membership Matters

E ‘Pierre Ouellette reported that the Central Committee had considered am

- application for membership, made subsequent to a referendum of 1'Association
des étudiants du College Universitaire ‘Saint-Boniface., The Central Committee
* found that Saint-Boniface fulfilled the membershlp requirements, andrecommened
- their acceptance as members. o

MOTION: . Wlnnlpeg/Carleton . :

o . That 1'Association des étudiants du College Unlver31ta1re_
Saint-Boniface 'be admitted as a member of the National Union
of Students. :

"CARRIED

4, Budget Cominittee’

Harvey Tepner reported the Central Committee's recommendat10n that each
conference's detailed consideration of financial matters be conducted by a
Budget Committee elected by regional/prov1nc1al caucuses of the conference 5
- delegates. A standing resolution to establish this procedure was to be dealt
.. with at a later session, but delegates were asked to elect members to this
"meetlng s budget committee.

5, Smoking

. MOTION: . Reg1na/W1nn1peg '

' That smoking be banned durlng plenary sessions and that the
decision on smoking in workshops be left to the 1nd1v1dual
workshops. : :

. The chair ruled that there would be a vote of all delegates, rether than
“ a vote of NUS members.
‘ : DEFEATED‘
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6. Facilities and-Stfuctﬂre-of the Conference

Members of the Central Commlttee exp1a1ned the locatlon and use of the
various buildings/rooms where conference sessions were scheduled, The
purpose of plenary sessions, briefing and discussion sessions, workshops
and caucuses was outlined. Delegates were reminded to elect members of
the budger committee during the upcoming regional/provincial caucuses.

7. Recess

‘The chair declared the session recessed at 10 05 am, announc1ng that
it would resume at 2:00 pm.

8. Central Committee Report

Members of the Central Committee presented their report oir matters
carried out since the last meeting and recommendations for the future. -
The report included a review of provincial developments which the Central
Committee felt te be significant, a list of hirings done over. the summer,
issues such as international affairs, membership in other organizations,
the anti-inflation program and student-labour co-operation, internal
developments such as launching of the Student Advocate, planning for-
work on employment, financing and student aid, National Student Day and
the contlnulng rieed for on-campus debate of national concerns.

9. Unemployment

-Dan 0'Connor presented the background report on unemployment, stressing
that this was an issue that student organizations had not previously dealt
with, vet one in which significant developments have a marked impact on
students and recent graduates. Job creation, unemployment insurance and
the employment of. graduates were three particular concerns deserving attentlon
as students began to deal with the unemployment issue.

Conference ddéuments became available at the end of this presentation,
and delegates tcook time to read the circulated documents,

10. Address by'Juliem Major

The delegates were addressed by Julien MaJor, Executlve Vice~ Pre51dent
of the Canadian Labour Congress, on the subject of the October 14 Natiomnal
Day of Protest’' and student-labour coalition. Follow1ng are notes for his
speech,

The autumn of 1976 will see two important events occur in Canadian
society, I am speaking, of course, of 1) the National Day of Protest, called
by the Canadian Labour Movement for October 14th, and 2) Wational Student Day,
called by your organization, the National Union of Students - Union Natlonale
des Etiudiants, for November 9th.

Both days_have been de51gnated as a result of actions by the Federal
Liberal Govermment and in opposition to those actions., TIn this we are united.
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T am pleased to be able to speak to you today. Friendship between the
labour movement and the student movement is a natural coalition, althoiuigh’ one
both of us have ignored for some time., In recent months we -at the Canadian
Labour Congress have met several times with your executive members and I

" understand that similar meetings have been held across the country with our

provincial organizations. We had drifted apart, but a realiziation of our
common plight has brought us together again and I hope that this liaison will
contlnue in the months and years ahead

I say ours is a natural coalition because we are tlie students of yesterday
and you are the workers of tomorrow. The problems we faced as students - the’
financial burdens and limited accessibility to higher education continue and
you must face them still. You, tomorrow's workers, will face the massive -
unemployment and inadequate wages we presently labour under unless something
can be done to change the policies of the Trudeau goveinment. ‘

. - Mr. .Trudeau rationalizes his policies as part of the govermment's fight

. against inflation and tells us we must co-operate. with his government., That

we will never,doAuntil the policies of the Liberal Party show concern for the
. working people and the unemployed of this country. And that they will probably
" never do because the Liberal Party is a party of business and .corporations.

The party of the labour movement in Canada, as I am sure you are well aware,

is the New Democratic Party, a support whlch was re-endorsed at our convention
last spring. :

In the meantrme, however, we are forced to work with the present government
in an attempt to bring about justice and an equitable distribution of income.
" In the long term, ‘we must contimue to publicize the injustices and inequities
and call for the defeat of the Liberal Party at the earliest possible occasion.

At the mbment,-the attention of the labour movewent is cenfred on the’
so-called "Anti-Inflation" legislation. I say so-called because in fact it

f _is not controlling inflation. It does not control the prices of food at: the
- farm gate, energy and housing which cause three-quarters of ocur inflation.

It does not control the price of imported goods. Any decline in the inflation
spiral is not due to Jean Luc Pepin, but to externdl market forces whlch would
have happened in any case and will continue to happen. '

What the anti-inflation’ leglslatlon is d01ng however, is holdlng the line
on the wages of Canadian workers. Denying Canadian workers the wages and ‘
benefits they won through hard fought baragaining with their employers.

As of mid-August, 556,000 employees had had theilr wages rolled back by the

& Anti-Inflation Board. This amounts to approximately $156 million in scheduled .

o - first year wage increases. And where 1s that 3156 million'going to go?
.« To spur the industrial growth of the country? To pey £6r social services that

nhhhave beén cut back by the federal and provincial governments? That will be

;- %156 million less for Canadians to spend on job-creating goods and services.
7Q4And that is just im the first year of controls.

. But the‘government did not 11m1t their attack to the working people of
"this country. They also included those who can least afford it. They have
.announced cutbacks in health care, children's allowances, unemployment insur-
" .ance and post—secondary'education - all important social services - in the
’hpious name of restraint. And, at the same time they fuelled the arms race
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by 1ncr2351ng ‘the so-called Defence Budget at the preclse time they were
preaching restraint in essential services.

Let me interject here to say that restraint has not meant cutbacks

“in all areas of government expenses however., The government estimates for
+ 1976-77 for the Department of National Defence lists expenses at 3 billion,

371 millidn dollars, a 34.5% increase over actual expenses’ of 2 billion, 507
million dollars. incurred in 1974-75. We would all be pleased to have our
budgets increased at the .same rates,_I belleve.

‘While the flgures are large, they are a mere drop in the bucket compared

-to the 120 billion dollars spent by the United States and the 300 billion

dollars spent world wide on so-called defense.

These are all monies paid to hugh multi-national caporations, corporations
taking every advantage of tax laws, corporations taking out of the country of

-operation, not putting resources back in, The making of defence mechanisms
is capital intensive, not labour intensive and so despite the moral implications

of making armaments, they are not a solution to cur employment problems.

I do not have to tell you what unemployment is doing to this country.
There are presently 775,000 people looking for work. There is not active job
creation program going om in Canada and we are losing because of it. And we
are not only losing financial resources, we are also losing human resources
which are just as critical. But if the government were to create jobs, as
the Canadian Labour Congress has asked, look at what it would do for this
country. TFor every one percent unemployment is reduced, the economy's production
would increase by $8 BILLION, tax revenues would increase by $3 BILLION and
unemployment insurance payments would decrease by $500 million. What a shot
in the arm that would be for a country that should be concerned about pe0p1e
and services and not corporation proflts.

Unemployment is a problem that has greatly affected the student populatlon
in this country., I read with interest the articles in your national paper
"The Student Advocate'" on this subject. You too are well aware of what unem--
ployment means. It means an unfinished education and it means large debts. _
The education which was promised as a solution to a highly techmological society
will once more be denied .to all but the rich. You will not see the children
of working people going to university. It will be as before. The Student Awards
plan which was to equalize accessibility to higher education has now become
no more than a sham where the grant portion of your award is minimal and the
loan portion the major share. And to be repald upon graduation. How can this
be done 1f there are no jobs to go to?

“And the situation will, of course, get worse with the new ceiling on

'federal contributions for financing post-secondary education. Not only will

your: 11v1ng expenses increase, but your tuition fees will become prohlbltlve.

‘Thus the Canadlan Labour Congress, when we call on the government to
institute free universal access to educaticn, is sympathetic to your problems
and joins you in your struggle. When we ask the government to create a policy
of full employment, we ask not only for ourselves, but for future generatlons
of working people.
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October 14th will serve as a focal point it our fight against these injust-
iees. The National Day of Proteést will call on all people who have been hurt ‘
by these policies - working people, unemployed, low income groups and vou,

. the students. We are going out to fight controls and we welcome you in that
fight. IR - : Co - *

" M. Major then reported on some aspects of the preparations for the -
National Day of Protest. 1In British Columbia he found widespread support, and
plans for the l4th were well advanced. WNationslly, only five or six of the
over 115 CLC-affiliated unions had announced that they would not go out on
“the 14th. Even in those unions many of the locals had decided to go out.
Alherta had not been expected to show a great deal of support, but had turned
out to be quite solid. Saskatchewan and Manitoba had decided on a general
strike before the day of protest was called. 1In Ontario  the preparatory meet-
ings were well attended. Many Quebec unions had already been through tough
strikes, But generally things looked strong there also. TIn Quebec the CLC
‘has a common front with the CNTU and the CEQ. -

Labour and students were not the only groups to support the Natlonal Day
ol Protest., Others 1nc1uded the Ontaric Anti-Poverty Assoc1at10n, the Quebec
Council of Women, the Canadlan Congress of Women and other women s organiz--
ations,

Defects in federal wage statistics which show higher-than-actual wages
are ignored when government officials justify the anti-inflation program were
cited. The women's support was especially welcome since they had earlier
' refused to oppose -the federal program; giving the government a chance. Police
-asgociations proved to be a surprising source of support. Police were an
example of ‘a group whose protest would have a chain redction on October l4th,

" Some groups of Ontario ‘doctors had also joined the protest, reactlng to the -

hosp1Lal closlngs

The posltlon of the Atlantic trade unionists was displayed ‘during the
Prime Minister's recent trip to Prince Edward Island and New Brunsw1ck Quebec
farmers had decided to go out on the l&th

In answer to: questions, M. Major stated the railway unions and the bus
drivers' union were the major problem, but even there the U.,S. headquarters
opposed going out on .the 14th while many locals were going out. Tn many 1nd-

- ustries the one-day strike by one unit or local would close down an entire

_system. "There were no accurate figures, but over 100 unions supported the day
of protest and over 2,000,000 ptople would surely protest on the 1l4th.

Regarding'rhe legality of the protest, it was explained that the strikes

" were not against employers, but were dlrected at the government. WNo other

means of expression was left after labour's attempt to vote against controls
in 1974. The goal was abolition of the anti-inflation program, and while no
result could be guaranteed, .the Liberals'desire to keep power and past record
of adopting NDP policies show there is some chance. Public opinion had turned
against the govermment, often because of the anti-inflation program. Labour
had proposed alternatives for govermment action to deal with the problems of

" inflation, alternatives which were ignored when the anti-inflation program was

introduced. Further suggestlons for the ecOnomy are offered in labour's

“ manifesto.




Immediate change would not follow October 14th, but the Prime Minister
was showing more willingness to amend the anti-inflation program. It was
possible that some Liberals wanted to lose the next election, then regain
power for 15 or more years.  The CLC's mandate allowed for more action after

- the l4th, 1f there was no sign of comlng abolltlon.

Major did.not feel that the CLC should tellraSSOCiated groups like
students what to do., Instead, the structure of October 1l4th co-ordination’
was explained. and it was up to students to decide how to participate on.the
14th. The day of protest was quite decentralized, but in most districts there
wére opportunities for meetings and informational pickets. A well-disciplined
and we11~organlzed manifestation was desired, to show maturity and strength.

.Trade unions were politically active since so many of their activities
and their miembers' lives were affected by laws. . The CLC had a Political
Education department to direct its work in this area. It supports and has
close ties with the New Democratic Party.

Pierre Ouellette noted that it was time for the session to close, and
thanked Julien Major on behalf of the delegates. The chair declared the
session recessed untilr7:00 pm, closing the session at 6:10 pm,

11. Agenda

The chair called the session to order at 7:15 pm- and remarked that there
were several suggestions for agenda changes to accomodate the printing delays
and the delegates fatipue due to overnlght travel.

MOTION: CapllanO/Toronto(GSU). | _
That the agenda be suspended, the plemnary recess-and the Central
Committee redraft the conference agenda to provide time for the
matters scheduled this evening. . :

BCSF spoke in favour of ‘the motion, argulng that time for informal
consideration of the conference topics and for a good night's rest would be
far more beneficial than trying to proceed at any cost. - Carleton felt that
the urgency of the conference's work was such that the evening's sessions
should continue as planned, especially since they dealt largely with unemployment,
an issue of over- rldlng importance in 1976 77. The vote was called -on the :

motion.
CARRIED

The chair declared the session recessed at 7: 25 pm.

12 Standlng Resolutlon No, 3-— Budget Commlttee

The.chair called the plenary to order at 8:15 pm, Saturday, October 2.

Dion Thompson - presented the draft standing resolution to permanently
establish 2 budget committee of NUS conferences. He felt that this would £ill
the dual goals of democratic and detailed finmancial consideratiomns, and
efficient use of plenary sessions. He read the draft resolution as recommended
by ‘the Central Committee. It was explained that passage would make the
resolution part of the constitution, although amendable by a two- thlrds vote
w1thout nDthE
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MOTION: o Ilnplll/{nrunln(SAf) . :
' That the lollowing be adopted as a standing reqolutlon-

1. In order to provide the member associations with an opportunlty_'

to exercise the fullest possible control over NUS/UNE

budgeting, without undue interference in the Tegular pro-..
_ceedings of NUS/UNE meetings, a budget committee shall be

chosen immediately before or during the first day of each
" general meeting,‘including-the ennual meetiﬁg.

2, The hudget committee of a NUS/UNE general meetlng shal1 be
~*  .composed of: : S :
(a) the Treasurer _ .
(b) member elected by the Atlantie member associations at
* .the general meeting, - o ' o :
(c) member elected by the Ontario member associations at
the general meeting, : : L -
(d) member elected by the Prairie member associations at
. the gemneral meeting, '

at the general meeting, and
(£) the Internal Co-ordinator, as a non-voting member to
provide the committee with technical expertise.

3. The committee shall use the most recent budget and financial
statements, plus any written submissions regarding budgetary
matters, to prepare or revise the NUS/UNE budget for the
particular fiscal year, (Preparation being done at the-

- first meeting of a fiscal year, revision done at subsequent
meetlngs in the fiscal year.) ' :

4. The committee shall refer to the Central Committee for a-
*  decision any matter which the commlttee cannot come to an
-~ agreement on.

5. The committee shall report to a committee of the whole Of
the member associations, the report to be made no later than
" 11:00 am on the last day of the meeting. :

" 6. The member associations may not consider a budget proposal
or a budget amendment which has nmot been referred to the
budget committee of that particular meetlng before the budget
committee has made its report

7. The budget committee of a general meeting ceases to exist
and has no authority to act after that general meéeting has
adJourned

CARRIED

12. UnemplOyment

 Gordon Bell presented the report of the committee which had drawn together
‘the results of the discussion sessions on unemployment. The committee had

(e) member elected by the British Columbia student associations
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proceeded cautiously, condensing the sessions' recommendations. but making as

few changes as possible.

The Winnipeg conference (May 1976) had found that the governments were
attempting to resolve the economic crisis at the expense of full employment,

‘a situation which affects students and gradutes who seek employment NUS/UNE

and other groups demanded that full employment be the governments' first
economic priority. The sessions at this conference were held to give dlrectlon
‘to the development of an unenmployment campaign by developing strategy and
tactics for such a campalgn.

The discussions centered around proposals in the employment paper presented
to the conference, and in many respects the simultaneous discussions were ‘
similar, All concluded that this campaign should receive a high priority, and
all agreed to basically similar tactics. The sessions differed on the timing
for implementation of specific tactics.

~_.One of the prime concerns was that, as students are most likely available.
for work in the summer, there should be specific programs direct towards creating
employment during this period. However it was indicated that in the long range
work on unemployment should be directed towards a full employment program.

The first set of recommendations dealt with propesals for new job creation
programs. The proposals were reproduced in the employment paper, and the
sessions had suggested two changes. The first change, to proposal 8, was to

-more clearly oppose token representation. The second, to proposal 7, was to

refer directly to OFY and LIP although those programs needed changes to account
for such problems as low wages and patronage. Adoption of the proposals, as
amended, was the flrst recommendation of the committee,.

MOTION: Capllano/Klng s '

That the job creation proposals on page 14 of the Fmiployment

paper be adopted with the following amendments:

{(a) that 8 be amended to read "that the membership of these
bodies include s1gn1ficant representation of students and
“labour"

(b) that the proposals from NUS/UNE on employment should demand
the reinstatement of the OFY and the  LIP programs.

UBC aéknowledged-thaf'part (b) had been-expanded by Gordon Bell's remarks,
but stated that as worded it was unacceptable. TUBC asked if (b) would be

" amended as suggested by Bell's remarks. The chair suggested that UBC move to

divide the motion.

MOTION: .~ . UBC/Lethbridge o
S ‘That, the motion be divided,.
: : CARRIED

The vote was called on section (a) of the motion.
- : CARRIED

Bell noted that a further recommendation called for a Central Committee
meetlng to deal, with unemployment, and suggested that perhaps it could deal
with part (b) af that time. BCSF opposed section (b) because there had been
defects such as low wages, patronage and poor continuity in OFY and LIP projects.
Toronto(SAC) felt that the section was ummecessary in view of other recommendations
COming from the' unemployment sessions.,
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The question was called on.the motion, and the_vote was pub on section.

(b).

: DEFEATED
: It was suggested that the entlre set of proposals, as amended should now
- be adopted, :

‘MOTION: : Simon Fraser/Winnipeg

A ‘To adopt the following job creatlon pr0posals-

O B 1) That a massive job creatlon program be initiated by the
federal government.

2) That the program be based on employment pro;ects initiated

~at a community level,

3) That the projects be community controlled.

4Y That student summer employment programs be integrated into
the general employment creation program by either:

(a) expanding existing programs during the Student work
 term: to allow for student employees ‘
(b) allow for the initiation of new progects by students
' and non-students during the work term
{¢) allow for student participation inmn- Serv1ce projects

. of fixed duration.

5),That fundlng for projects be open ended with regular communlty

. reéview as the chief criteria for discontinuing a project.

6) That a Project Development Bank be establishéd for the specific
purpose of providing projects with access to low cost capital.
That this bank have a board of directors composed of a rep-
reseritative cross-section of the constituencies lnvolved in.

- the overall Employment Creation Program.

7) That both service (unlimited duration, laboui intensive) and

' non-service (fixed duration, capital intensive) prbjects be
eligible for support under the terms of the Employment Creation
Program.

8) That the first step towards the development and 1mplementat1on

- of the Employment Creation Program be the establishment of
Permanent Advisory Bodies at the natiopal  and reglonal'levelq;
That the membership of these bodiesd 1nclude 51gn1f1cant rep-

'resentatlon of students and 1abour." -

C g

CARRIED-

. Gordon Bell suggested that delegates next deal with the general recommend-
ation on unemployment work, then deal w1th the 1nd1v1dual suggestlons for that
work

. MOTION: ‘ Douglas/N S. Agricultural
: That employment be the major campus level campalgn issue for
NUS/UNE followrng Natlonal Student Day.

King's asked if this was a change of pollcy, for which notice must be
given. It was ruled that it was not policy, but implementation of policy in
the management .of the organization. Gordon Bell feélt it should be noted that
‘the words "ecampus level" were important, since immediately after National Student
.Day the fiscal arrangements negotiations would be top prlorlty for the office,
and SO on.
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Calgary noted that accessibility had always heen the focus of NUS/UNE
work, and that student aid was the aspect of accessibilicy that was imporcant
in cvery provinee.. lousing, another aspect of accessibility, had not heen
discussed at the confercnce, yet in Alberta it is a much more pressing concern
than unemployment. -Calgary wished to be an active member:of NUS/UNE, and
asked that the priority for campus level work be on an issue such as student
aid that all provinces could participate in. Sir George Williams questioned
the value of choosing issues now, when the concerns of various campuses were
just emerging in the -NSD campaign. "Also, it was not possible to anticipate
government action and the future need to respond to it. It seemed artifical
to choose a major campaign now, before National Student Day.

Guelph stressed thaf it was not possible to wait until May to work on

~ unemployment, as the work just before and during the summer of 1976 has

.. illustrated. Unemployment had to be a major campaign through the school year
if next summer was going to be any better. Carleton agreed with Guelph's
remarks. ~Lethbridge said that unemployment could soon become a problem in
Alberta, at which time this motion would be welcomed. Also, Lethbridge opposed
the idea of working strongly only on what is having a severe impact on vour
campus, Unemployment mlght not be the first priority of FAS, but it should
be in NUS[UNE

Sir George Wllllams wished to make it clear they they did not propose

" ‘waiting until May to discuss unemployment. ‘They agteed that unemployment
would and should be a major NUS/UNE campaign, but the motion seemed’ to preclude
any other major campaign, What if there was a major escalation in cutbacks
and tiition fee increases? Would NUS/UNE say that unemployment is 'the major
. campaign'" so there can be no other major campaign? Tororite(GSU) felt that
right now unemployment was a good issue to- recelve high prlorlty since there
was scope for sympathy from the labour movement, and there was high public
awareness of the issue., A campaign to peak in the spring had to start row.
Simon Fraser felt that unemployment's effect on enrolment patterns, and the

‘ goverﬁment's own priority for it, made it the issue to work on how,

Gordon Bell reported that the draiting committee felt that the Central
Committee should offer some guidance as to the meaning of words such as 'the
major'", "top priority", "“a priority", etc. The committee did not intend to
make unemployment the only campaign, and drafted the motion four times in the
attempt to reach suitable wording. Brock felt "the" should be changed to "a"
so there could be a consensus, Other issues could develop, such as the coming
round of tuition fee increases. Unemployment should be a major campaign, but
everythlng else should not be put aside. National Student Day would indicate
other major campalgns. : ' ‘ S

AMENDMFNT E Brock/Calgary
- - That "the" be replaced by Ma

, ;Tordnto(SAC) felt that the amendment‘was foolish, as had been mich of
the récént debate. - : :

Uﬂ(j)i: ' The vote was called on the amendment. .
et - | o | DEFEATED
- : - -
‘The'voté was.c311ed on' the main motion.
R : CARRIED




—-12-.

.

Gordon Boell suggested that the 115t of ways and means for the emp loyment ' 7'~1)
cxmpdlpn hv dealt w1Lh eeparately. Delegates agreed.

. MOFION:._ S1mon Traser/Carleton
‘ That the Central Committee meet two weeks after Natlonal Student
Day, to assess the results of that day and to discuss the
co-ordination of the Employment Campaign.

. CARRIED -

MOTION:" . N.S. AgrlculturallUNB S
: That local student councils begln research on the effects of
unemployment and underemployment on their campus. This research
..should endeavour to determine '

- how many studerts did not return to_school this fall as

. @ result of being un- or under-employed,

-~ how many students were. forced to alter their full time
status as a result of un- or under- employment dur1ng the
summer :

. = the needs of the communlty as to. serv1ces that students

- could be employed to provide. :

UBC urged that only those who WOuld actually carry out such research vote
in favour of the motion. Langara felt that the workshops called for in the
“next recommendation would unreasonably increase the burden of work before NSD.

Gordon Bell pointed out that the motion before the delegates had nothing to do : f*\
with time limits for stages of the campaign and that the motion calling for L
‘the campaign said "following National Student Day". = Torxonto(ASSU) remarked
that one workshop had suggested a December 1 deadline for the local research.
Guelph asked if the local research could be done profitably beforé a standard
SUTrvVey. was developed, questioning the ability to develop a standard survey,
the usefulness of many uncorrelated local surveys, the lack of time to do the
surveys. by Christmas and the difficulty of now finding those who have not
returned. Regina did not know how to do the local research, but favoured it.
Even uncorrélated surveys would give some indication of the trends,_some
~information. Simon Fraser agreed, saying that UBC was wrong to 1n51st ‘OTL
total commltment SlnCE anythlng would be helpful,

'CarletOn'reminded delegates that this local research was a stop'gap to
deal with the Statistics Canada failings, and that for next summer Statistics

- Canada would be collecting the information again. It was possible and important

e offered the survey they had deVElOPEd

to survey non-returning students, and those who switch from full to part-time
- status. - N.S. Agricultural ascertained that the motion set no time limit.

UBC agreed that any survey could gather crucial information. Dalhousie felt
correlation coild be handled by one day's central work, since the questions
were quite straight forward. York suggested that, with some modifications, -
the survey used on some Ontario campuses could be used elsewhere Carleton

The vote waS‘called on the motion: , : ,
‘ ' - CARRLED. A S
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'5(:3. . MOTlQN: :r. i York/King's‘

i ‘That in ‘addition to this research, local counc1ls stage NSD
‘:workshops dealing with employment, and that these workshops
“discuss the NUS/UNE employment proposals, the above mentioned
research, and plans to conduct an. employment campaign on
- campus,
Further that the results of these workshops be sent to the
NUS/UNE for cons1deratlon in the NUS/UNE employment program. |

' UNB and. Waterloo wished to be sure that this motion would mot bind the
- local councils, since some plans for National Student Day excluded employment
- while others had not yet finished their plams. Regina assured delegates that
the motion was mot binding, its effect being that of a recommendation.
.Carleton urged that this plan be used for all workshops, so that the minutes
of National Student Day dlscuss1ons could be sent to NUS/UNE for correlation.

The vote was called on'the motion., . o
. : ' ‘ ’ CARRIED .

MOTION: - UNB/Reglna
' ‘ : That the NUS/UNE comprehens1ve brief on employment programs
be submitted to the government, before the government
' flnallzes their employment program.

_ ' Regina presumed that the motion meant "as soon as possible" since no
‘one knew when the government would finalize 1ts program, The vote was
called on the motion.

CARRIED

MOTION: =~ Lethbridge/UBC
co “Demand’ that the government relnstate the Statistics Canada
- survey on youth and student employment, and that local,
provincial and national efforts be directed at 1obby1ng the
goverrment to this end.

Slmon Fraser felt that not all campuses would be able to carry out such
a recommendatlon.

AMENDMENT: ~simon ?raser/Saskatchewan | o
L  To inSert'"Where applicable“'after "efforts".

The wordlng of the amendment was made clear, and the vote was called om
the amendment. _
. : CARRIED

The vote Was called on the mdin motion as amended
: L _ CARRIED

MOTION: .~ - .York/UBC
: U That NUS/UNE develop a standardlzed employment survey to be
‘. used nationally, and to present the survey form for distribution
to the Annual General Meeting. :
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Carleton spoke against the motion, feeling that it was covering the same
ground as the previous motion and calling for a very expenseive program. If
a survey was needed it should be specified, but urnder no ‘circumstances should -
NUS/UNE start taking on programs abd1cated by the federal government. Regina
found the motion imprécise, giving no direction for implementation of its
proposal. Simon Fraser felt that the motion simply repeated the earlier decisions
to conduct some form of research on unemployment, and opposed it. ' BCSF agreed
that there were some difficulties with the proposal, but argued that its
influence in favour of govermment action, and the need to get such information
in any possible way, were reasoms to support the motion.  UBC and York agreed
that information on student unemployment was so necessary as a base for the
other -work thai’ NUS/UNE should be prepared to BO this far to. gather that
information,

.Carleton saw no reason to pass the motion now, since in May it would. ‘
be clear what surveys the federal government was going to conduct, and what.
NUS/UNE was able to do. There would be time then to act. Guelph suggested
that a consensus could form around an amendment to make the NUS/UNE survey
contingent upon federal refusal to conduct its survey. Guelph also felt that
a NUS/UNE survey would have to be drafted and distributed before May.
Toronto(SAC) declared the the motion made no sense, and proposed that there
be pressure for a federal survey and discussion of alternatives such as this
only 1f that pressure “fails.

The vote‘was put on the motion. : ‘ L o S I
: DEFEATED e
MOTION: " McMaster/Toronto(SAC)
That NUS/UNE collect the ex1st1ng survey data on post graduate
employment and that this data be dlstrlbuted to post- secondary

1nst1tut10ns upon request.

Simon, Fraser stated that such 1nformatlon was already avallable Reglna
agreed that the motion called for needless activity, The vote was called on
the motlon.
'DEFEATED

MOTION: : Carleton/York ‘ -

: : "~ That NUS/UNE distribute its’ employment demands along w1th
explsnatory letters to the NDP, Conservative and Liberal
federal caucuses, as well as the CLC and prov1n01a1 1abour

vbodles and the press by October 11.
' CARRIED

Gordon Bell reported that two of the segsions on unemployment had suggested
¢ the creation of ‘a national poster as a means of developing the campaign.
.. However, there was disagreement on when the poster should be designed and
distributed. One session wanted the poster to be dvailable before Natiomal
: Student Day, to incorporate it as part of NSD material. The other felt that
- there was not enodgh time for this due to already established priorities for ' -
. the NSD work. The uncertainty of central dlstrlbutlon of a poster was another : ‘;)
~factor for the second session. .
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The chair suggested that delegations could vote for either one proposal
or the other, unless a motion to adopt one was presented. '

MOTION: - "Reglna/W1nn1peg
' That a mational employment poster be prepared and dLstrlbuted
as the initial focus for the post National Student Day campaign
on employment. :

_ Regina sald that campuses who were maklng employment one of their focuses
for National Student Day could proceed, but that it was not needed and would
not be used natiomally until afterwords., It was explained in answer to

' questions that under the division of responsibilities for Natiomal Student
Day, materials such as an employment poster weredprovincial or campus

responsibility. Guelph felt that there would be enough natiomal material for

NSD without such a poster. Carleton agreed that campuses who wanted such a

. poster could do it on their owm.

The vote was called on the gquestion.
' ' CARRIED

- Brock mentioned that several delegatés were concerned that post-secondary
students work more. closély with one of their natural allies, the secondary
students. An opportunity to do so arose from work on unemployment issues,

MOTION:  Brock/Waterloo
' : - - That graduating secondary students be included in the survey
mentioned in the motion regardlng 1oca1 research on unemployment -
and underemployment.

There was considerable doubt among delegates as to the feaslblllty of
the motlon The vote was called on the motion.
DEFEATED

13, FiSGal Arrangements”

Hugh Sommerv1lle reported for the drafting committee from the 51mu1taneous
‘segsions on fiscal arrangements, rising tuition and educatlonal cutbacks,
" The drafting committee had attempted to resolve the dlfferences which arose
between the se5510ns.

MOTION:' ' Toronto(SAC)/Brock

R " Be it resolved that NUS/UNE accept the "Draft Brlef o the
Negotiations of the Fiscal Arrangements' as the basis for a
subm1531on to the appropriate government bodies.-

UNB p01nted out -that cne sectlon of the brief called for equalization to
the level of the three highest provinces, averaged. They felt that equalization
to the level of the highest province was more equitable. Others agreed, and
it was pointed out” that existing policy and direction implied equalizatiom to
the highest. The chair agreed that members' sentiments would be noted and the
final version of the brief would call for equalizing provincial revenues to
the level of the richest province.
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The ‘vote was called on the motion, ‘ : ' ‘ : : 1;)
' o CARRIED ) '
“i. MOTION: - . Simon Fraser/Toronto (GSU) -
" .'Be it resolved that NUS/UNE demand the establishment of a
national inquiry on post-secondary education in Canada (with
full student participation) and that the membership of NUS/UNE
© attempt to seét up, on- local levels, a natlonal student inquiry,
_throughout the year.
. Several speakers questloned the value of the recommendatlons, and the
" nece551ty of deallng with them in one motion,
MOTION: " King's/Toronto(GSU)
‘ To divide: the motlon at the word "and".
: CARRIED
Speaking to the first part of the motion, Guelph declared that such an
inquiry would be a waste of time in view of who would be members. Experience
in Ontario, and perhaps in other provinces, showed that government inquiries
did not provide a good public debate nor a clear focus for on-campus debate.
Miguel Figueroa felt that recent federal interest in the direction of post-
secondary education would make them look favourably upon such a proposal.
Toronto(GSU) said that the pr0posal for an inquiry had seemed to be more
concrete and directed when it came from one of the discussion sessions. _ o
Carleton saw some value in the proposal for a national 1nqu1ry, but as stated . o _)[
the proposal was vague and open to mlsdlrectlon. : -
7. MOTION:; - Carleton/Simon Fraser
: " To refer the first half of the motion back to the fiscal .
arrangements, et al drafting committee for further consid-
eration.
CARRIED
Simon Fraser felt that there was an essential relat10nsh1p between the -
two parts of the motlon. -
MOTION: Slmon Fraser/Saskatchewan : :
. . " That thé second half of the motion be referred back to, the
draftlng committee.
McMaster opposed the motion to refer, urging quick defeat of the second.
half. ‘Tt seemed completely unnecessary and extraordinarily vague. Simon Fraser
asked permission to w1thdraw the motion, and the delegates. approved the
w1thdrawa1
‘ WITHDRAWN
The vote was called on - the second half of the motion.
DEFEATED
“ . MOTION: Reglna/N 5. Agricultural ;”ﬂ>
’ T Be it resolved that any local campalgns regardlng the future ' T

cutbacks which are a direct result of. changes in the F.A.A.
' -should be oriented to the manifestations that occur both at
post-secondary institutions and in the community;
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And be it further resolved that.the thrust of any ce'ntral
NUS/UNE actions on this issue be directed towards 1obby1ng
the federal government. ‘

S5ir George Williams asked Why the motion had not been divided, expressing
~a preference for disussing it as two separate motions. Regina had proposed
the first half in a dlSCUSSlOn session, and explained that its intent was
that material focus on manifestations, not the Act itself. Guelph agreed
that the FAA itself should not he discussed, but rather that it should be
raised in connection with trhe warious on~campus manifestations. Also, -this

permitted discussion of other sections of the FAA affecting students and
co-operation with other groups affected by the FAA. Guelph thought it was
all in one motion simply for convenience. John Doherty said it was all one
‘motion-since it was direction on how to lobby for changes in the FAA, for
both the campuses and the centre. It was a co-ordinated program. '

The veote was put on the motion. .
' CARRIED

Hugh Sommerv111e referred to a motlon from Simon Fraser which was being
brought forward by the committee to ensure that it was discussed. The chair
ruled the motion out of order, and suggested that it be raised under the
New Business item on the agenda. Simon Fraser challenged the chair,

MOTION: Reglna/Lethbrldge
: That the chair be: sustalned L
CARRIED

14. Central Committee-Report

Pierre Ouellette p01nted out that the report had been presented earller,
znd that members had copies of it.

wotToN: Brock/Glendon -
' That the Central Committee Report be accepted

Saint-Boniface asked why the Central Committee had not followed the
direction that a minimum of one fieldworker be bilingual. Pierre Ouellette
explained that due to the operation of seniority principles the only open
"fieldwork postings were in the Western provinces, and that the Central
Committee saw little sense in posting a fully bilingual fieldworker to those
provinces. e reminded delegates that the hiring process had been extended
to ensure that the directions for office staff bilingualism were followed.
Future hiring was likely along the lines of the Winnipeg direetions, but this’
- was 'a matter that could well be raised in the next negotiations of a collective
agreement, Saint-Boniface asked that the. next representatlve to v151t them
be blllngual :

The'vote‘Was called on the motion,
SRR o I ' : CARRIED

15 Fees of UBC Alma Mater Soc1ety

Pierre Ouellette reported that the situation at UBC had received further
Central: Comm1ttee con51derat10n during the summer, and a recommendatlon was
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being made to the members. The_Central‘Committee'recommended that in view of -
the special situation at their institution this year, UBC's fees for 1976-77

be reduced to 30 cents per full-time students, under by-law 27.5. He explalned
that there were difficulties with arrangement of a referendum, that last year's
had failed to reach quorum, -and that the resulting uncertainty and pledge to
hold a referendum concurrent with the AMS and BCSF fee referenda led to the
Central Committee recommendation.

MOTION: ' Simon Fraser/Lethbridge -
- That the Central Committee recommendatlon regardlng UBC's fees.

be accepted.

Winnipeg aecertained that the effect of the motion was that, should the

_upcoming UBC referendum pass, they would pay the $1.00 fee in 1977-78.. The

vote was called on the motion,
CARRIED -

16, Resignations from Central Committee, and Elections

Pierre Ouellette announced that after long consideration, several members
of ‘the Central Committee - Bob Buckingham, Elspeth Guild, Don Thompson and

‘himself - were resigning at this conference. A letter explalnlng their reasons

was being prepared and would be circulated.the next day. It was made clear

‘that the four people had worked hard for the organization, believed in its

principles, continued to support it and would continue to work hard for the
student movement, They had been involved for a long time, and felt that it
was time for a change. It was time to Keep moving forward in building a
progressive and significant student force in Canada. They had good Years

in NUS/UNE, enjoyed it and in no way should the resignation of four people

be taken as a criticism of what the organization was doing. Tt had nothing -
to do with that, but rather stemmed from personal considerations. On behalf
of all. four resigning members he thanked the delegates for the opportunlty to
work hard in NUS/UNE.

Those present applauded the re51gn1ng Central Committee members.

As a recently-elected member of the Central Commlttee, John Doherty said

that the four people had contributed a great deal to the organization - much

direction and leadership. What was positive in the organization was due to

them and others they worked with in the formation and first four years of the

organlzatlon. A great deal was owed them,

Pierre Ouellette said that the re51gnat10ns took effect at the adjournment
of the conference, and suggested that the provincial representatives be replaced
as soon as possible, He announced that Hugh Sommerville had already been
chosen as the new Alberta representative, and pointed out that the two new

?_ members-at-large would be chosen on the next day.

Simon Fraser sald that nomlnatlons should start now, to glve time for
informal discussion with nominees. Ouellette reminded those present that a
member~at-large must be a delegate of a member association, and ¢an be nominated
by any member association. - The chair declared nominations open.
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Riel Miller and Sheila Ryan were nominated for memher-at-lerge.
The chair said that nomlnatlons would remain open until the electlon was

held on the following day.

MOTION: " Regina/King's -
: That NUS/UNE thank Bob Buckingham, Elspeth Gu11d Pierre Ouellette
and Don Thompson for their contribution to the organization

and wish them every success in their future endeéavours, both
in and out of the student movement.

CARRIED UNANiMbUSLY

'The session recessed at 10:25 pm and was called back to order at 2 15 pm,
_Sunday, October 3 :

17. Financial Matters

Harvey Tepner reported for the Budget Committee. One matter it dealt _
.with arose from the request of the Women s caucus for a grant, A recommendation
was made. '

MOTION: = . " King's/Simon Fraser
To accept the budget committee recommendatlon that the
Central Committee establish a policy concerning the financing
of standing committees and conferences, this policy to be
1mp1emented if at all, by the May conference.

Tepner explained that this recommendation was a response to the lack of
money to fund caucuses as well as being a result of fear that precedents for.
such funding were about to be established. - The vote was called on the motion.

‘ ' : ' CARRIED

‘Delegates’ attention was drawn to the audit and final financial'statements,_.
and Harvey Tepner noted that the auditor's reservation was not a major one.

MOTION; ' Klng s/York
o That the financial statements be accepted.
. CARRIED

'As-ag final ‘item, Tepner explained that cash was short during the summer,
as usual, and that prompt payment of the first fee installment would be most
helpful -since a few creditors were presently allowing d&bts to collect 1n
thelr NUS/UNE account. \

-18.”Constitut10nal Amendment

“The chair reminded delegates of the circulated amendments to the by-laws,
présented to implement the first stage of the restructuring of student organ-
izations.  Dan O'Connor explained that the effect of the amendments was to
“substitute the provincial or regional organization for the members in a province
for the purpose of - electlng, removing or replacing prov1nc1al representatlves
on the Central Gommlttee.
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MOTION: Simon Fraser/Regina {::>
' : 'To delete the last clause of by-law 12.2 and replace it with, Co
"and the other members of the Central Committee shall be elected
by having the members of the regional or provincial organizations
recognized through the procedures established in sectiomns 4.2
and 4.3, hereinafter referred to as recognized organizations,

"elect one member of the Central Committee from each of the res-

" pective provinces, and in a province where there is no such
organization, by having the members of the Union from that
province elect one member of the Central Committee."

To delete by-law 14.2, and replace it with, "14.2 The members
of recognized organization, or the members of the Union from
a province where there is no recognized organization, as the case

" may be, may, by a mail vote of at least two thirxds of the res-
pective members or by the vote of at least two thirds of the

 respective members held at a meeting of the recognized organ-
ization or of the Union, remove the member of the Central
Committee from that province before the expiration of her term
of office," :

To delete by-law 15,3, and replace it Wlth "1i5.3 (a) Should

a vacancy occur with respect to a member of the Central Committee
elected from a province where there is a recognized organization,
the Central Committee shall ask that organization to name an
acting member of the Central Committee from that province who
shall hold office until the next meeting of the members of that
organization, at which time an election shall be held to fill o)
the vacancy. (b) Should a vacancy occur with respect to a
member of the Central Committee elected from a province where
there is no recognized organization, the Central Committee shall
forthwith call a meeting of the members of the Union from that
prevrnce, to £ill the vacancy "

CARRIED

York felt that some members had not had suff1c1ent tlme to read the text
‘of the amendment.-

MOTION: . ' York/UBC
' That the motion be reconsrdered :
DEFEATED
. 19, Electidns.

Tt was announced that Mary Thauberger had been elected as Saskatchewan
representative. Vincent Dureault was nomlnated for member-at-large.

20.'Fisca1 Arrangements

Mlguel Flgueroa presented resolutions for a group of delegates 1nterested
in developing the motion that had been. referred to the drafting committee _
coneérning the NUS/UNE call for the establishment of a national inquiry into S
: post-secondary education. It was noted that the strategy resolution was :
.1ntent10nally vague S0 the Central Committee would be the body to develop

@
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the deétails of a strategy to implement the resolution.

Flgueroa explained that the primary thrust of the rationale was that it is
difficult for students to deal with attacks on education because students are in
.isclation. Students are isolated to the extent that in education, as in other
social and community services, there is a lot of misunderstanding and not very
mich accurate analysis and discussion in public.  As a result the government can
Justify major cutbacks in education by pointing to incidental aspects of
mismanagement and misappropriation. There is usually no thorough public discussion
of the extent of mismanagement, and as a result'the government can rationalize
a withdrawal of essential services. The inquiry proposal deals with the fact
that students' position is weak because of isolation, because students have no
way of rallying public support, becausé education is not bheing discussed and
debated publicly. '

The rationale points out that an inquiry is risky, but many would argue that
it is better to take a risk than to lose the battle by default. Figueroa was
confident that students, faculty and the general post-secondary community could,
with the help of labour and other groups, gain support and criticize the
mentality of "réstraint" and its inequitable appllcatlon. This had been done

in the McKenzie Valley pipeline lnqulry.

Another major point was that the inquiry was a major take-off point for
the whole concept and purpose of National Student Day, which is a reflection
and analysis dmong students of where education stands in this country. When ~
lack of democratization in the university and college structure, lack of analysis
in government policy, and other problems are being discussed, ‘it is appropriate _
to say that the problems in education have to get out into the publie and therefore
students demand a public inquiry into the direetion, goals, function, etc.
This could include continuing education and vocational education, bringing to
light the situation in those and other fields. The inquiry would prov1de the
focus for public discussion which has been missing.

Another question is the practicality'of the inquiry - will governments
accept it? There are arguments to suggest that they will. The federal government
wants a higher profile in education, some provinces would like to delay the
implementation of new fiscal arrangements. The inquiry is valid under old or new
fiscal arrangements, since coherent planning will still be absent.

There will be public support for an inquiry since the public wants to know
what is going.on in education. The demand for such a2 public inquirxy will show
the public that those within post secondary education are also concerned about
how the money is sPent who can't go to school, why not and all these related
questlons. \ ‘

Finally, there could be some concern that efforts to get a national inqiiry
‘will affect efforts at-local organizing, that one will draw resources from trhe
other. Figueroa did not see this as the case. If anything it would complement
a lot of. the local work and provide another focus for concerns and grievances about
quallty and acce551b111ty.

‘ The mothn'ltself_was straightforward, and Figueroa noted that structuré was
dealt with in general terms since if the governments were at all interested there
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would have to be consultation on the inquiry's structure. The final point in the .

presentation was strategy, and subject to decisions by the office staff and Cen-
tral Committee Figueroa felt that the outlined strategy was not too much for
the offlce and executive- resources ex1st1ng ‘over the balance of the year.

: MOTION:. Lo UNB/Wlnnlpeg

WHEREAS accessibility of education is threatened by regressive
fiscal policies at all levels of government;
AND WHEREAS this is having serious effects on the quality of :
post-secondary education;
AND WHEREAS there is mo mnational or provincial educational
policy in relation to post-secondary education;
AND WHEREAS both federal and provincial govermments have falled
to date, to develop in a public and accountable manner a com-
prehensive educational policy;-
- AND WHEREAS the total absence of discussion and articu lation of
educational policies in this country has led to a disjointed
" incoherent pattern of development in post-secondary education,
resulting in {rrational educational policies implemented by
default;
'AND WHEREAS the present renegotlatlon of the Fiscal Arrangements
Act has long: term implications fotr the future direction of post-
secondary education in Canada;
AND: WHEREAS the public has a right to know and further to part-
icipate in the development and direction of post secondary
education for all Canadians;’
BE IT RESOLVED that NUS/UNE call upon the federal government in
consultation with the provincial governments to establish a
national inquiry into current issues, long-term direction and
goals, and financing of post-secondary education in Canada.
This inquiry to invite publlc submissions on the f0110w1ng areas
of conern:
1) issues reliating to access1b111ty to post-secondary education
in Canada

2) the quality, scope and function of post-secondary education
3) the degree of public financial commitment to post-secondary

- education.

BE IT FURYTHER RESOLVED that this proposed national ‘inquiry be
conducted by a Board of Inquiry consisting of: federal and
provincial representatives; representation of the academic
commanity, including students and faculty, selected by their
representative national bodies; labour; bu51ness, and communlty
representatlves.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this. Board of Inquiry hold’ ‘public
hearings across Canada and make public their findings and
recommendatlons. '

CARRIED
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21. Student Aid

. Bob Buckingham presented the report of the student aid wdrkshop.
. The workshop discussed ways that pressure can be put on the provincial and
federal governments. The Ontario post card campaign was outlined. With regard

to student aid

appeals, the limited discretion and absence of standard procedures

was noted. Also mentioned was the 1nequ1tab1e operation of maximum allowances,
eg. for supplles. : ‘ :

MOTION:

There was

MOTTON:

UBC/Douglas

To accept the Student Ald report with the amendment to

existing policy that "in the short-term, repayment should be
extended to begin six (6) months after full employment has been
secured, follow1ng withdrawal or graduation from a post-secondary
institution'. ‘

some dlscusslon ‘to clar1fy the Wordlng of the motlon.
CARRIED

Lethbridge/Langara’

-WHEREAS we see the need to continue and escalate the NUS

Student Aid campaign
AND WHEREAS much of this work has to take place at the local

. and provincial level
BE IT RESOLVED that we urge members to carry on this work by

- putting more pressure on the provincial appeals procedure and

student award offices, .
and further that we urge members to increase pressures for more

" student representation on provincial student aid declslon-maklng

There was

. MOTION:

“bodies.

discussion to improve the wording of the motion.

CARRIED

King's/Lethbridge ' ' '
. WHEREAS in 1975 Statistics Canada completed a4 Survey tltled

"The Post-Secondary Student Population',
AND WHEREAS this survey deals with the .socio- economic background
of Canadian students and their career expectatlons

AND WHEREAS this survey was only made possible by NUS endorsement :

- AND WHEREAS Statistics Capada agreed to release their flndlngs
to NUS and this has not vet been done,

AND WHEREAS we have every reason to belleve that the federal

. government is' presently using the results of this survey,

BE IT RESOLVED that NUS demand that the federal government

“immediately release the results of this report to NUS and the

. ‘Canadian people,

i

CARRIED
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22. National Student nay

Gavin Anderson presented'the teport of the drafting committee'on.Natiunal
Student Day.

MOTION:  NSCAD/McMaster
' BE IT RESOLVED that we reafflrm our commlttment to Natiomal Student
Day. We will direct our emergies as individuals and as organiz- '
_ations to insure the success of National Student Day and will
encourage all organizations to do 11kew1se,
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that National Student Day be the
priority of NUS until November 9th.

McMastey stated that the motion was simple in wording but not in intent.
In the next five and a half weeks one could ill afford to forget Natiomal
Student Day as it was outlined in the original resolution, its size, complexity
and importance. People realized that there was a great deal to % done, and
that it could be done. As part of the attempt to make Nationmal Student Day the
success it could be,_the following declaration was going to be distributed.

The time has come for the Btudents of Canada to partlclpate in dec151ons
which will affect the future of post-secondary educatlon.

i

. 'The time has come for the students of Canada to examine their obllgatlons ' ffj
to society; to the future students of this country, and to each other. ‘

The time has come for the students to hold a National Student Day and begln
the search for a just and wise future for post-secondary education.

That time is November 9th.
That time is National Student Day,
McMaster stated that the time. to being working in earnest is mnow.

;The vote was called on the motionm, : ' g
: CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

23. Central.Cbmmittee-nOminations
Patrick' Paimer-was nominated for memheréat—large;

- 24 Membershlp of Notre Dame Student Upnion and Selkirk Student Soc1etv

The chair reported a Central Commlttee recommendatlon arising from the
situation at Notre Dame University and Selkirk College. They had been
separate institutions, but a recent government decision has forced the use of
the Notre Dame campus for provision of second and third year courses only,
and the brining of Selkirk students onto that campus for first and second year .
# - courses, The Notre Dame Student Union was informed by their admlnlstratLon that —
P they Would have to merge w1th ‘the Selklrk Student Soc1ety.
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The Central Commlttee recommendation was in llne with the reasons for its
‘decision that the Students' Union at the Corner Brook college of M.U,N, were a
member,

" MOTION:. -~ .- Notre Dame/UBC
‘ ' " To accept the Central COmmlttEe recommendatlon that the
combined student associations of Selkirk College and ‘Notre
Dame University, who have both separately hold successful
referenda to join NUS, and are currently members, be recognized
as a member in good stand1ng. '
CARRIED

'25_'W0men's Caucus

. Shirley French presented the report of the Women 5 Caucus. The report
con31sted of several recommended motlons. '

MOTION: . CapllenO/Douglas
- 'WHEREAS there estists a women's committee of NUS

AND WHEREAS the women's committee requires. a stronger
commitment from the NUS membership, Central Committee and
gtaff in order to funct1on effectively on a regular basis,

 AND WHEREAS the women's caucus recognizes the need for the
women's committee to meet in between NUS conferences to
exchange information, to develop a women's programme for NUS
and to prepare workshops and resourcé papers on female post-
secondary students for NUS conferences-

BE IT RESOLVED that the NUS women's commlttee be composed of
one national coordinator and one female representatlve from
each province to be elected by the women's caucus at every
spring conference of NUS,

" AND FURTHER that the Women s committee meet the day before

. every NUS conference,

" AND FURTHER that there be a women's workshop at the spring
1977 conference of NUS, mpen to both men and women,

AND FURTHER that the women's committee prepare a paper and
provide a2 resource pergon for the women's workshop,

AND FURTHER that NUS, in its May 1977 budget allocate
sufficient funds for the women's committee to meet once between
WUS conferences, .

. AND FURTHER that the NUS Central Committee be resp0n31ble for
ensuring the continued existence of the women's committee by
seeking women to fill any vacancies on the committee which may
.occur between conferences,

_ ' ‘Simon Praser raised the question of the effect of the resolution calling-
for a method of funding committees end caucuses which had been passed earlier.
The chair ruled that while the previous budgetary motion called for preparation
of a mathod, it did not forbid re-establishment of particular commitments to
c0mm1ttees or caucuses which, presumably, would eventually be funded under the
'new method agreud to at the May 1977 conference. -
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McMaster supported the motion but questioned the second-last clause asking

if the standing resolution on the Budget Committee was in effect for future

conferences. MecMaster asked that the chair rule whether. the second-last clause
was out of order due to the effect of section 6 of the Budget Committee standing

‘ resolution. Several members commented on possible meanings of the standing
resolution and of the motionm on policy for fund1ng c0mm1ttees and caucuses.

The chair quoted- s, 6, "The member associations may not con51der a budget
proposal or budget amendment which has not been referred to the budget committee

" of that particular meeting before the budget committee has made its report,"

The chair stated that the phrase "that particular meeting" meant the May 1977
conference in the context of this resolution. The chair ruled that under the
operation of the standing resolution the second-last clause of the main motion

would have the effect ofa recommendation to the budget commlttee of the next
conference.

Calgary supported the motiom. The planning needed for the conference”

discussion of issues before men's and women's workshops was stressed. There
P _

were problems gaining women's involvemeént at the canpus rovincial and
3 » P

national levels, including their participation on the staff of the organizatiomns.

. Women have to be politicized, and the campuses that were strong in women's
organization need a way to get their ideas and methods to ‘the campuses where
women are weak., NUS itself will be stronger if that half of the student
poPulatlon are active and involved in student issues. NUS's words in favour

~of women's participation are not worthwhile without activity, and act1v1ty

‘requires advance plannlng, funded in methods 1like those proposed iun the

- resolution. o _ ‘

AMENDMENT: o Toronto(SAC)/Capllano

To add, "subject to the decisiom taken by the Central Committee

regarding the funding of interim meetings of standing

commlttees" to the second-~ last clause.
CARRIED

¥McMaster spoke in favour of the motion, urging NUS involvement in issues
of women's role in post-secondary education, an area where NUS had been deficient
in the past, just as people at the provincial and local levels had been deficient.
" Coherent and forceful action was needed in this area. McMaster hoped that the.

amendment would not be taken as a watering down of the motion.

The question was put on the motion. _
o o ' CARRIED

~ MOTION: " Toromto(SAC)/Brock

WHEREAS the Women in Colleges and Universities (WCU) conference
provides an opportunity for female students to meet with female

academic and non-academie staff,
AND WHEREAS  NUS played a 51gn1f1cant role in the 1975 WCU
conference,

AND WHEREAS the WCU conference strengthens the role of women in

college and unlver51ty life,

'BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the ad hoc women's commlttee,

-
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~‘with the suppoit of NUS, seek a.government grant to cover
travel expenses for the 1976 conference, and that if the
- committee is unsuccessful in obtaining such a grant, individual

institutions be encouraged to subsidize delegates to this
conference.

GARRIED .

It was announced that an ad hoc women's CommlttEE is belng formed from the
‘women's caucus of this conference in order to coordinate preparation for the
women's workshop proposed for the May 1977 conference. Members of the women' 5

caucus who are willing to serve as provincial contact persons should contact
‘Marianne Pringle, an OFS fieldworker.

MOTION: - Simon Fraser/Capilano
. WHEREAS most issues in post-secondary educatlon have particular
effects on women, and
7 WIEREAS student organizations have generally not dealt w1th the
special concerns of women in an active way,
BE IT RESOLVED that all documents prepared or presented by NUS
on issues which have particular effects on women include an
‘analysis of these effects and explicit rec0mmendat10ns on deallng
with such problems,
FURTHER, that NUS encourage its member 1nstitut10ns to 1nc1ude
sessions on women in post—secondary education in their NSD
programmes.,
CARRIED

MOTION: -« . _Toronto(SAC)/Douglas
B - WHEREAS the Income Tax Act discriminates agalnst students by
..not allowing them to claim childcare expenses as an income tax
deduction, -
BE IT RESOLVED that NUS and its member 1nst1tut10ns wrlte
letters to Revenue Canada obJectlng to this policy, o
" and further that the Students' Union of Ryerson: Polytechnlcal
Institute be responsible for 1nitlat1ng this work,

Toronto explalngd that the motion came frqm-Ryerson,-but was moved by
‘Toronto since Ryerson is not a member. Ryerson fully accepted the responsibility.
 The question was put on the motion. -

CARRIED

" Regina expresséd a reservation about the women's report, since their delegate
. , ‘(male) felt left out of the standing committee. Toronto(SAC) explained the
vﬁfoZJ_ - purpose of the various forums for discussion, pointing out that male-female
T 'd1scussion takes place in the workshop.

26. l’&lﬂﬂm_ﬂ’

: Pmerre Thlbault reported verbally that a Workshop had been held but that
the participants found there was not enough time to recommend action on their
concerns. Blllnguallsm in Canada generally, and bilingualism 1n51de NUS, were
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both discussed. Several wishes were expressed by the people in the WOrkshob;

The first was support.for the principle and practice of bilingualism in NUS,

and acceleration of the procéss in day—to—day work and relations with _ -
£rancophone and bilingual institutions. Another wish was for the previous

conference's motions on bilingualism to be implemented scon. A third wish

was that NUS work equally with the francophone associations outside and

within Quebec. Finally, the next conference must be fully bilingual, with

all the services necessary to support a bilingual cdnference.

St Boniface spoke on blllnguallsm. Flrst, -the favourable impression
.created by anglophone delegates' acceptance of the valué and necessity of
francophones in NUS. The awareness of student problems and eagerness to act
on them deserved congratulations. WNUS needed a fully bilingual member on the
Central Committee who understands the French position in Canada. Conferences
and documentation should be fully bilingual, so that one could see resolutions
in action, not just read and hear them. French institutions would not join

- unless NUS acted as a bilingual union. Bilingualism was important in relations
- with the federal government. This was not a desire to use the French language
as a threat, but a desire for respect of that language. NUS had theory, but

not practice. Immediate act1on -on bilingualism was demanded. '

There was some discussion on how the conference could express wishes on
this issue, since there was already a policy. Some suggested a request for .
the fastest possible implementation, others mentloned some for of quota for e
Central Commlttee membershlp : ' e

MOTION: York/Klng s
To reafflrm the pollcy on blllnguallsm.‘
CARRIED

27. Central‘Committee elections

. Nominations were closed for member—at-large on the Central Committee,
The four nominees, Vincent Durealt, Riel Miller, Patrick - Palmer and Sheila
Ryan, accepted the nomination. Each spoke briefly, and the members present
were asked to cast two votes each by secret ballot to elect two members-at-
large from among the nominees. Business proceeded while the election was held.

28.. Central'Committee resignations

The chalr reported a Central Committee recommendatlon that the - members'
accept the resignation letter of Bob Buckingham, Elspeth- Guild, Pierre Ouellette
-~ . and Don 'Thompson. The. letter was not ‘available due to ancther printing

~ breakdown, but the‘chalr stated that the letter would be circulated. '

:I:;"-MOTION: - Langara/King's
= To accept the resignation letter of Bob Buckingham, Elspeth . o
Guild, Pierre Ouelleite and Don Thompson. :

Brock felt that thanks for their efforts and 1eadersh1p should ba - fej

added The vote was called on the motion. R
CARRIED '
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Lethbridge asked that their opposition to the motion be recorded.

29, Colleges' caucus

Gordon Bell reported for the college caucus. It discussed the work of
the college committee, which had put considerable effort into encouraging
participation in the ACGCC conference, November 1976. A report would be submitted
to the Central Committee on behalf of the colleges committee. A reconfirmation
of the commitment to get more colleges, vocational schools and technical
institutes involved was desired. The following motion and its implementation
was the caucus's proposal for reconfirmation of that commitment.

" MOTION: St Bonxface/Notre Dame ‘ :
. That NUS members take upon themselves the task of encouraging .
student associations at colleges in their area to attend the

: ACCC conference to be held in Dttawa the weekend of NoVember
1976.

Bell explained briefly the role of ACC and the existence of parity
representation at its conferences.  The conference was an efficient way to
have ideas exchanged by college student associations, but often these assoc1atlons
 were not informed that they could attend.

The vote was put on the motion. :
' . B CARRIED

It was announced that Riel Miller and Sheila Ryan had been elected as
‘members=at-large..

30, Netice of constitutional amendment

'Simon Fraser and Carleton gave notice of a constitutional amendment to

. add "that at least one member of the Central Commlttee must be fluent in both

off1c1a1 languages" to by-law 12, section 5.

31, Thanks_to conference_hoet

~ MOTION: McMaster/Regina ‘

- ' ' ‘That NUS express to the Carleton Unlver51ty Students
‘Assoc¢iation its most sincere thanks for hostlng this _
‘conference, and congratulations for the admirable work done -
by members of the Association in the organlzat1on of this
conference.

: CARRIED UNAWIMOUSLY

32..Lbcationzof‘next‘conference

Thé chair reported a Central Committee recommendation that thie next

. - conference site be Charlottetown, should that prove impossible the site be

_St-,Jth'S ind should that prove impossible the site be Calgary.
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. MOTION: ~ Brock/Dalhousie
" To accept the Central Committee recomendatlon regardlng the . .
site of the next conference. : , 2

Dalhousie favoured the choice of Charlottetown since it would heip make
the organization's work better known.

The vote was put on the motion. .
B CARRIED

33, ‘Active political participation

MOTION: Simon Fraser/Carleton

: WHEREAS the interests and further development of NUS can be
expected to require more active participation in the area of -
political lobbying at the various levels of government;
AND WHEREAS NUS should seek to egtablish itself as a viable
political force by forming an active political wing which would
have as one of its purposes support for appropriate candmdates
at the various levels of government;
BE IT RESOLVED that a workshop be held at the next conference
which will deal with the exchange of 1nformatlon that directs
itself towards the establishment of such a wing.

Simon Fraser spoke to the motion, explaining that ‘the purpose was to hold '5kﬁ>
a workshop, despite the disguising rhetoric. It could be seven or eight years -
until action such as that mentioned in the second clause would be appropriate.
At some time the organization would be called upon to play a political
role, and the motion called for the start of discussions to prepare for that
time.

Winnipeg felt that the assumptions of the second clause were not the
sentiment of NUS members, and that thé clause made the motion unacceptable.
York felt that the workshop was more action-oriented than Simon Fraser had
impiied, and suggested that students would not favour such political involvement
by their organizations. Saskatchewan felt that there was still such a need
for effort in NUS's growth and development, that conference agendas were
already so crowded, that there was nelther time nor effort for the kind of
 work proposed by Simon Fraser.

UBC agreed with Saskatchewan, and felt_that NUS should continue to be an
independent lobbying group. " Such a workshop would create division and tend
© to associate the organization, in students' minds, with political parties.
.- The chair asked that speakers confine their remarks to the proposal for a
e workshop.

* AMENDMENT:  N.S Agr1cu1tura1/Cap11ano

- "To delete the wording and: substltute the follow1ng.
"Be it resolved that a Workshop be held at the next conference .
to address itself to how NUS will lobby best in the future," AN

s N,S, Agricultural felt that the thrust of the motion dealt with WUS's
" future direction, and that the amendment put the concept into more acceptable




-31-

terms. Therc was some consultation on the wording of the amendment.

Lethbridgé preferred the original wording, and felt that the

‘amundmunt would change the wording so much that the point of the original

motion was lost. Carletom disagreed with Lethbrldge, saying that the workshop

- could look at alternatives such as lobbying through a political wing, through

a group in Ottawa, etc. The Workshop would move discussion beyond the stage
of just saying "let's have a lobby". Toronto(SAC) had problems with the

. amendment, supporting the original wording as simply a call to support and

work for establighment of. the policies that were adopted with such consensus
as usually existed within NUS.

Bob Buckingham pointed out that Elspeth Guild was leaving the conference,
~and would soon be leaving Canada for an extended period. He briefly described

her four years of work in student newspapers and student unions, at the local
and national level of both, He offered her best wishes.

Brock called the question on the amendment. There wéré objections to
putting the question, a vote was held on the matter and it failed.

York felt that the motion could have a dangerous effect, that the
second wording could permit the matters mentioned in the original wording to
be raised, and so both should be defeated.. .Simon Fraser responded that the
debate on the original wording had been productive, that discussion in the
proposed workshop could also be productive. In any.case the organization's

' political role needed debate, as the discussion on the motion indicated.

Those who wanted such a discussion deserved the forum which the amendment
would clearly create. " Even if the workshop made recomnendatlons it was open
to the members to defeat those recommendations. .

The question was called on the amendment. ' There were objections to.
calling the question, a vote was held and the question on the amendment was-
put to a vote. _ :

: CARRIED

McMaster felt that the origihal wor&ing called for discusgion directed

toa particular end, with the new wording the intent remained so McMaster

opposed the motion as amended. ‘Simon Fraser repeated that it was not
action-oriented, Brock noted the sentiment in favour of a workshop, the

-concern'about 1ntent10ns.

MOTION:' " Brock/Dalhousie
o That the mot1on be referred to the Central Committee.

Slmon Fraser claimed personal pr1v11ege on the references to the motion's
intent,'and was ruled out of order.
: WITHDRAWN

There was some discussion regarding the wording of the main motion as-

amended, the intent of the main motion and the probable effect of the motionm.

The main motion as amended was put ‘to a vote.
CARRIED
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34. Manpower training.

MOTION: Waterloo/Douglas : ‘
Be it moved that NUS reJects in total the stand taken by the
Senate committee report on the Canada Mahpower Traiming Program
. to change the direction and scope of the CMIP until such time
as a funding formula is worked out by the federal and provincial
governments whereby the present services that are offerred
by the CMTP will be continued and hopefully expanded.

- Waterloo explained that the program was carried on.largely at community
colleges. Further information was available in the October 1976 issue of the
Student Advocate, or could be gained by questions raised in the discussion.
McMaster noted the lack of information other than that in the newspaper.

MOTION:  ‘McMaster/Brock
That the motion be tabled. ‘
' DEFEATED

Waterloo stressed the urgency of the matter, since the Senate committee
report could be approved, and cutbacks hitting the community colleges, before
NUS had another conference. The CMTP helped people to gain the basic skills
needed to be constructive members of the society, and if had to be preserved,

The chair ruled that the motiom opened up new policy areas, and therefore
approval by the conference would have the effect of submlttlng the motion to
a vote by mail of the NUS members, -

Waterloo explained that under the CMIP there were programs to give some
academic and life skills to the illiterate; to upgrade from Grade. 5, and give
. 1life skills, to prepare people for work; to provide 'academic upgradlng and
' vocational training at the levels normally offerred by the colleges, :
Elimination of these parts of CMTIP was a recommendation of the Senate commlttee
Constitutional questions were involved,

The vote was called on the motion. The chair noted that the effect of -
approval was to send the motion to a vote by mail.
. CARRIED

Mlguel Flgueroa remar&ed that he had prepared a paper on the subJect of
CMTP for the May 1976 NUS conference, and urged that there be full documentation
of the matter to show the differences between general skills and -job skills,

" 35, Adjournment
© MOTION: ~ Brock/Winnipeg
' : . That the meeting adjourn. . '
: o S o CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

oy



