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INTRODUCTION

Dear Members,

We are pleased to submit for the membership's
consideration the National Executive Report, an account of our
national activities and the campaigns of the Federation for
the period beginning May 20 and ending November 25,
1997.

The efforts we have undertaken in the last few years, and in
particular the last few months, have culminated in the
unprecedented level of attention that our issues are
currently receiving from governments and the public.

In the past few months, we have ignited a national debate on
tuition and other user fees. We have raised awareness
among government, the media, and the public about rising
student debt and student poverty. We have accelerated our
campaign against income contingent loan repayment
schemes, emphasising their negative impacts on women,
low-income earners and traditionally marginalised groups.
And we have led the call for debt reduction measures. As a
result, the level of support for grants has never been greater.

Despite these gains, user fees continue to escalate and the
corporate agenda continues to invade our public colleges
and universities. With constant pressure on government and
the mass mobilisation on January 28,1998, the membership
will continue to build public support for a publicly funded,
universally accessible, high quality system of post
secondary education.

In Federation Solidarity,

theNational Executive
November 1997
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CAMPAIGNS
AND

GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS

"Campaigns" is theterm the
Federation usestodescribe
theplans ofaction it adopts
in thepursuit ofits external

goals. Eitherdirectly or
indirectly, mostofthe

Federation's resources are
applied to ils campaigns.

1997-98
Campaigns
Strategy
At the May 1997 general
membership meetUlg,the
Federation developed its
1997-98 Campaigns Strategy,
through which the
membership articulated its
short, medium and long
term legislative objectives.
The Strategy outlined the
context and the goals of the
Federation's campaigns and
identified the tactics needed
to achieve its campaign
objectives.

RESEARCH

Up-to date, in-depth research by the
Federation provides member locals,
government officials and the media
with timely information on, and
analysis of, govemment policies and
trends within the post-secondary
education system.

Research is integrated in the day-to
day work of the Federation. It isused
in briefs to governments, in meetings
with government officials and when
dealing with campus and
commercial media.

Research not only serves as atool to
respond togovernment initiatives; it is
the foundation in promoting the
Federation's policy objectives.

CONTACTWITH GOVERNMENT

Over the years the Federation has
become a strong presence on
Parliament Hill and in provincial
legislatures. By using solid research
and by working with groups

------_ .._----

supportive of the aims of the
Federation, the Federation brings the
interests of the membership to
government officials and other
decision makers.

On a regular basis the Federation
holds meetings with elected officials,
Senators, and bureaucrats. The
Federation is aiso called upon to
offer its perspective and information
to government hearings and
inquiries.

MEMBERSHIP INVOLVEMENT

As a grassroots organisation, the
foundation of all the Federation's
efforts isthe involvement of individual
members. Contact with government
will have little impact, unless the
government believes our message
has widespread support. This
demonstration of support is achieved
through activities ranging from
postcard campaigns and petition
drives to mass mobilisations like the
January 25, 1995 and February 7,
1996 National Days of Action. These
tactics raise public awareness of the
issues, and government awareness
ofstudent sentiment, both ofWhich
result in positive reaction from
government.

COALITION WORK

In order to achieve its goals, the
Federation works in coalition with
other groups and organisations
which share the Federation's
objectives.

The 'strength in numbers' which a
students' union realizes by working in
a federation of other students' unions
is realised toan even greater extent
When the Federation works in
coalition with other groups and
organisations.
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Campaign
Against
Student Debt

EffortsAgainst
Tuition,Ancillary
and Other User Fee
Increases

Introduction

On August 25, Statistics
Canada released figures
showing that tuition fees,
increased on average by nine
percent in 1996-97. The
highest increase was 18 per
cent in Newfoundland
Labrador while tuition fees
were frozen in British
Columbia and in Quebec for
provincial residents. However,
over the past few years other

__userfeesinadditionto.tuition
fees have been introduced.

Later that day, the Federation
issued a press release
condemning the increases and
renewing its call for a tuition
fee freeze, a national system of
grants and a post-secondary
education agreement. The
Federation received significant
media attention throughout
the week. On August 26
National Deputy Chairperson
Jennifer Story was featured on
Canada AM and later that
week Maclean's Magazine
featured an article on the issue
in the 'Education Notes'
section. The story included
quotes from Story and a
photo.
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Release of A Blueprint
for Access, A Strategy
for Change

BACKGROUND

In 1990, after years of federal
cuts in transfer payments to
the provinces for social
programs including post
secondary education, tuition
fees and student debt were
steadily increasing, and access
to colleges and universities
was becoming more and more
liIffitedto the wealthy. The
membership identified the
need to produce a single
document which outlined the
Federation's alternative vision
for a high-quality system of
post-secondary education that
would be accessible to all.

In the fall of 1990, a
document titled Strategy for
Change was produced. The
document outlined the
principles and the policies of
an accessible system that
included increased public
funding, the abolition of all
financial barriers to colleges
and universities and the
creation of a federal
department for post
secondary education.

Despite the Federation
successes and continued



opposition to the cuts, the
government continued to
decrease funding to post
secondary education leading
to skyrocketing tuition fees.
Consequently, the
membership identified the
need to re-articulate its vision
for an accessible system and
resolved at the May 1996
general meeting that an
updated version of Strategy for
Change be produced.

On Tuesday, September 30,
the Federation released
document entitled A Blueprint
for Access, A Strategy for
Change.

The Blueprint uses empirical
and statistical evidence to
support the implementation of
a national system of grants,
the elimination of all.:financial
barriers to colleges and
universities and a post
secondary education
agreement that outlines Pan
Canadian principles for
quality and access.

THE TIMING OF THE RELEASE

The release of the Blueprint
was timed to coincide with
the commencement of the 36'h
Parliament which opened on
September 22. On Tuesday,
September 23, the Governor
General ~ade the Speech
from the Throne which
acknowledged the need for
access to post-secondary
education and identified the
concern of Canadians over
rising costs and increasing
student debt. On Wednesday,
September 24 the Prime
Minister announced the
creation of a Millennium
Scholarship Endowment

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

Fund. These announcements
maximised the attention the
Federation received when it
released the Blueprint the
following week.

The release of the Blueprint
took place at a Press
Conference in the House of
Commons at 10:00 am,
Tuesday September 30, 1997.
However, media and
government attention came a
day early as the Toronto Star
ran a page two article on
September 29, which
reviewed the Blueprint and
announced the document's
release for the following day.

MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT
ATTENTION

The Toronto Star article
triggered a flood of media
attention the day before the
release of the Blueprint. On
September 29, National
Chairperson Brad Lavigne
was interviewed by the
private radio station wire
service Broadcast News which
ran a national story on the
release. This story led to
requests for interviews with
individual radio stations, an
interview on CBC Newsworld
and a feature on the national
CBC Radio program As it
Happens.

The Federation was featured
in that day's edition of
Quorum, a newsletter which is
distributed to all Members of
Parliament, listing which
issues-and groups are
capturing media attention.

On Tuesday, September 30,
just prior to departing for the
Press conference at the House
of Commons, National

CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 7
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Chairperson Brad Lavigne
received a call from
Christopher Clark, a Policy
Advisor in the Prime
Ministers' Office, informing
the Federation that he had
heard that the Blueprint was
receiving an incredible
amount of attention. Clark
stated that he knew that the
Federation was to hold a press
conference later that morning
and was curious to hear in
advance the statement which
the Federation was planning
to make. Over the phone a
meeting was set for later in
the month to review the
contents of the Blueprint and
to discuss the Millennium
Scholarship Endowment
Fund.

Despite the high volume of
media work done prior to the
release, attendance at the
press conference well
exceeded-expectations; There
were seven television cameras,
two photographers and many
print media journalists
present.

Later that day, during
Question Period in the House
of Commons, Libby Davies,
Member of Parliament for
Vancouver-East, rose to ask
the Minister of Human
Resources Development Pierre
Pettigrew, what the federal
government was going to do
about the student debt crisis
in Canada. The Minister
responded that the
government was very
concerned about this issue
and would be meeting to
discuss it with the relevant
stakeholders.

8 CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENTRELATIONS

In the media serum following
question period, Minister
Pettigrew was asked for a
response about the student
debt crisis in Canada. The
Minister responded that it
was the intention of his
government "to sit down with
the Federation of Students to
discuss this problem...",

That evening, the Blueprint
release was the first item on
CBC's The National.
The newscast opened with
"The talk in Ottawa today
was about debt. Not the
federal debt. The debt college
and university students go
into to get a post-secondary
education... "

In the days following the press
conference CPAC, the
Canadian Public Access
Channel, replayed the press
conference in its entirety
1llaIly-times. _

With the release of A Blueprint
for Access, A Strategy for
Change the Federation ignited
a truly national discussion of
the need for an accessible
post-secondary education
system. Media coverage was
exceptional in all parts of the
country. In addition to
national radio and television
coverage the Federation and
the Blueprint were the subject
of dozens of radio call-in
shows and print articles.

IMPACTOF THE RELEASE

The release of A Blueprint for
Access, A Strategy for Change
has served and continues to
serve as an effective tool to
bring to light the issue of
increasing tuition fees and



student debt by initiating
debate in the media, on
campuses and among the
general public. By challenging
the existence of user fees for
college and university
education, the Federation has
significantly furthered both its
short-term objective to freeze
tuition and other user fees,
and its long term vision for
publicly funded post
secondary education system

Campaign for
Grants and
Opposition to
Income Contingent
Loan Schemes

Following the May 1997
national general meeting, the
Federation was quick to step
up its campaign for grants,
federal debt reduction
measures and opposition to
income contingent loan
repayment schemes.

Contact With
Government Officials

PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL
PROVINCIAL CONSULTATIONS ON
CANADA STUDENT LOANS PROGRAM

In August, the Department of
Human Resources
Development undertook a
cross-Canada tour to meet
with student aid branch
officials of provincial
ministries of education. The
objective of the tour was to
discuss federal responsibility
in student financial assistance.

On August 22, Nova Scotia
National Executive
Representative Jessica Squires

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

participated in a meeting with
bureaucrats from the Ministry
in Halifax. Those from the
Ministry in attendance were
[o Anne Denis, Manager,
Learning and Literacy
Directorate and Dave
Thornton, Canada Student
Loans official.

Others in attendance included
Kathleen Thompson, Director
of Financial Assistance and
W.R. Clayton, Director of
Financial Management of the
Nova Scotia Department of
Education Financial
Assistance Office.

Squires took the opportunity
to iterate to the Ministry
officials the importance of
federal measures aimed at
debt reduction, and the
Federation's continued
opposition to income
contingent loan repayment
schemes.

EFFORTS TO SOLIDIFY PROVINCIAL
GOVERNMENT oPPOSmON TO
INCOME CONTINGENT LOAN
REPAYMENT SCHEMES

At the May general meeting,
the membership identified the
need to determine provincial
governments' level of support
for income contingent loan
repayment schemes. To this
end, the Federation sought
commitments in writing from
government officials. By the
end of the summer, the
Federation had secured
statements of opposition to
the schemes from the
govemmentsofBritish
Columbia, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland-Labrador.

CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 9
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The Inter-governmental Committee on
Canadian Student Financial

Assistance is aforum forgovernment
stakeholders in studentfinancial

assistance policy. Participants include
federal andprovincialgovernment

officials.

PARTICIPATION IN MEETING OF THE
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
ON CANADIAN STUDENT FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE (ICCSFA)

On August 26, National
Deputy Chairperson Jennifer
Story represented the
Federation at a meeting of the
Inter-governmental Committee
on Canadian Student Financial
Assistance in Ottawa.

The objectives of the meeting
were to determine provincial
and federal government
positions on student
assistance with respect to debt
reduction and debt
management strategies, and
to promote the proposals of
the Federation.

Though nothing was formally
decided at the meeting, most
provincial representatives
present expressed an interest
in investigating a federal
system.ofdeferred.grants.
Federal government officials
called for a meeting of the
same group, with
representation from student
loan lenders, to occur in
November.

MEETING WITH ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR GENERAL, LEARNING AND
LITERACY, DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
(CANADA STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM)

On October 16, National
Deputy Chairperson Jennifer
Story met with Tom
Townsend, Assistant Director
General, Learning and
Literacy, Department of
Human Resources
Development. The meeting
was held at the Federation's
Ottawa office.

Story discussed with
Townsend the Federation's
concerns with the income
contingent loan repayment
scheme models that are
currently being considered by
government officials. The need
for federal student debt
reduction measures and the
October 24 National Advisory
Group on Student Financial
Assistance meeting were also
discussed.

COMPROMISINGACCESS
PRESS CONFERENCE

On Wednesday, October 22,
the Federation held a press
conference at the House of
Commons, to highlight
findings from its document
titled Compromising Access.
British Columbia Minister of
Education, Skills & Training
and Chair of the Council of
Ministers of Education,
Canada.PaulRamsey; was
also in attendance at the press
conference to outline his
government's objections to
income loan repayment
schemes and to join the
Federation in its calion the
federal government to
introduce a national system of
grants.

Just prior to the press
conference, the Minister held
a meeting with national
post-secondary education
organisations, including the
Federation, the Canadian
Association of University
Teachers, the Association of
Universities and Colleges
Canada, and the staff of the
Council of Ministers of
Education, Canada. The
meeting focused on issues

10 CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS



/
pertaining to the federal
government's review of the
Canada Student Loans
Program.

At the press conference,
Lavigne briefly reviewed the
main points of the document
and called on the federal
government to introduce a
national system of grants. The
Minister spoke next and
echoed the Federation's
analysis, stressing the
provinces' call for federal debt
reduction measures. Media
attendance at the press
conference was good.

Subsequently, the Minister
held a meeting with National
Chairperson Lavigne,
National Deputy Chairperson
Jennifer Story and National
Researcher Denise Doherty
Delorme, at which the
contents of Compromising
Access were reviewed. At the
meeting the Minister stated
his agreement with the
Federation's position that the
federal government must
introduce debt reduction
measures, rather than new
debt repayment measures.

In the House of Commons
later that day, the Member of
Parliament from Vancouver
East, Libby Davies, rose
during Question Period to
state that "earlier this
morning the Canadian
Federation of Students and
the B. C. Minister of
Education called on the
Minister for Human
Resources Development to
abandon income contingent
loan repayment schemes... "

MEETING OF THE NATIONAL
ADVISORY GROUP ON STUDENT
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The most recent meeting of
the National Advisory Group
on Student Financial
Assistance took place on
Thursday, October 23, in
Ottawa. The Federation was
represented by National
Chairperson Brad Lavigne,
National Deputy Chairperson,
Jennifer Story and
Government Relations
Coordinator Jocelyn Charron.

The strategy to hold the
Compromising Access press
conference a day before this
meeting proved beneficial.
Many at the meeting had seen
media coverage, including
Human Resources
Development officials, and
complimented the Federation
on the timeliness of the
release.

Much of the meeting was
spent reviewing the most
recent models of "income
related repayment" schemes
that officials of Human
Resources Development have
developed. These models

. contained variations on
income contingent loan
repayment schemes. The key
feature of the models
presented was that the less
money earned after
graduation, the more paid for
an education. A second
glaring flaw pointed out by
the Federation's
representatives was that
future debt loads were
calculated on a 1% annual
tuition fee increase. While a
1% annual increase would be

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

The National Advisory Group on
StudentFinancial Assistance is

comprised ofnationalpost-secondary
education related organisations
including the Federation, the

Canadian Associationof University
Teachers, Association of Universities

Colleges Canada, Association of
Canadian Community Colleges,
Canadian Associationof5tudent
Financial Awards Officers, and

National Educational Association of
Disabled Students.

CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 11



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
REPORT

a welcome short term
measure, international
comparisons prove that once
income contingent loans are
introduced, tuition fees are
increase dramatically.

In addition to criticising the
models, the Federation
representatives also raised
concerns with the federal
need assessment criteria.
Currently 80 per cent of pre
study or study period income
over $600 is deducted from
the total assessed need. The
criteria are used in the
calculation of over awards
which are deducted from
second loan disbursements.
The Federation argued that
the need assessment criteria
should immediately be
amended to permit a student
to earn $3000 per semester,
approximately the earnings
from a full-time minimum
wage lcib~ withoutif affectirig
the need assessment.

Human Resources
Development Minister Pierre
Pettigrew addressed the
meeting and took questions
from the participants. He
began his address by stating
that student debt was an issue
which was raising "lots of
questions during question
period in the House."
Federation representatives
took the opportunity to ask
the Minister to clarify the
intentions of the Millennium
Scholarship Endowment Fund,
and to stress the need for a
national system of grants. The
responses established that the
Minister required further
briefing on the issue of grants.

12 CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

MEETING WITH POLICY ADVISORS
FROM PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
AND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
RESPOURCESDEVELOPMENT

On Tuesday, September 30,
the day the Federation
released A Blueprint for Access,
A Strategy for Change, a policy
advisor from the Prime
Ministers' Office in charge of
the Millennium Scholarship
Fund called the Federation to
secure a meeting in late
October.

On October 23, National
Chairperson Brad Lavigne,
National Deputy Chairperson
Jennifer Story, and
Government Relations
Coordinator Jocelyn Charron
met with Prime Ministers'
Office Policy Advisor Chris
Clark, and Policy Advisor to
the Minister of Human
Resources Development
Andre Albinati.

The Federation
representatives raised
concerns with the Scholarship
Fund and the need for debt
reduction measures for all
student loan recipients. The
policy advisors stated that the
details for the Fund have yet
to be established and solicited
the Federation's analysis and
suggestions for measures that
would better address the
student debt crisis. In addition
the Federation's concerns
with income contingent loan
repayment schemes, federal
funding for post-secondary
education, and tuition fees
were discussed.

Communication with both
advisors has been maintained
since the meeting.



STAKEHOLDERS WORKING GROUP
ON CANADA STUDENT LOAN REFORM

As part of its review of the
Canada Student Loan
Program, the Department of
Human Resources
Development held a Working
Group on Canada Student
Loan Reform on November 17
and 18, 1997 in Ottawa.

In addition to the Federation,
representatives from the
Department of Human
Resources Development,
provincial ministries of
education, banks, and
national post-secondary
education organisations were
present. The Federation was
represented by National
Chairperson Brad Lavigne
and Government Relations
Coordinator Jocelyn Charron.
Minister of Human Resources
Development Pettigrew was
in attendance for portions
meeting.

The Working Group meeting
was designed to identify for
the federal department
measures for which there is
broad support to reform the
Canada Student Loans
Program. These findings will
form the basis of a report
Pettigrew will make to the
federal Cabinet in early
December.

The Working Group started
on Monday morning with a
panel discussion on what the
student assistance program
should look like in five years
time. The panel was
comprised of National
Chairperson Lavigne, and

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS .

representatives from the
government of Alberta, the
Association of Universities
and Colleges Canada, and the
Royal Bank. Lavigne criticized
the panel for being comprised
of only white males, thus
unreflective of those who will
be most affected by changes to
the student assistance system,
including women, aboriginal
people, people of colour,
students with dependents and
the unemployed. Participation
on the panel allowed the
Federation to help set the
agenda for discussion.

Lavigne outlined the
membership's vision for the
future of student financial
assistance. Lavigne stated that
the Canada Student Loans
Program must stop being
recognised as a funding
mechanism which serves as a
rationale to increase tuition
fees. Instead, student financial
assistance must include
grants, ensure access for all,
promote equity among those
in the system, and include
provisions for those who have
gone through the system
already and require debt
relief.

On Monday afternoon,
Lavigne was invited, with
other representatives of
national groups, to meet with
the Minister of Human
Resources Development over
lunch. Lavigne had the
opportunity to provide the
Minister with the Federation's
analysis on the flaws in the
Millennium Scholarship
Endowment Fund and the need
for up-front grants.

CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 13
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The next day, the breakout
groups reported to the
Minister on priorities for
student assistance reform. The
priorities identified included
the introduction of federal
debt reduction measures
including up-front grants and
grants during the repayment
period; greater harmonisation
and portability between
provincial and federal
assistance programs; and the
rejection of income contingent
loan repayment schemes.

The work the Federation has
undertaken over the past few
years to draw attention to the
student debt crisis and its
opposition to income
contingent loans has had a
tremendous impact on the
public and, in particular,
others in the post-secondary
education sector. Many at the

__Working_Group-agreed-with .
the Federation that debt
reduction must be the federal
government's first priority.

The Federation has registered
its dissatisfaction with the
participants selection process
to the organisers of the event.

14 CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Campaign
Against
Youth
Unemployment
BACKGROUND

The job market for young
people has become
significantly worse in the past
few years: the rate of
unemployment for returning
students ages 15-24 has risen
from of 9.6 percent in 1989 to
a high of 19.7 percent this
past summer. The rate of
those working part-time rose
to 60 percent this summer,
with a majority of those
working part-time
involuntarily. These figures
demonstrate the Liberals' lack
of commitment to its 1993
election campaign promise of
"jQI:>~, jobs, jobs," and
illustrate one of the
contributing factors in
skyrocketing student debt
loads under their mandate.

MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT
ATTENTION

In the last days of the 1997
federal election campaign, the
Federation held a press
conference to call on the
federal parties to address
youth job creation. The
Federation called on the
parties to immediately
committ to reduce youth
unemployment to the overall
unemployment rate; to restore
funding for summer job
creation to 1985 levels; to
establish an Advisory Council
on Economic Security for
Youth; to introduce deferred
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grants; and to implement
economic and fiscal policies
with the outcome of job
creation in mind.

Following the press
conference and throughout
the summer the Federation
received dozens of media calls
on the youth unemployment
crisis and the government's
role in job creation. The
Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives' document, Help
Wanted: Economic Security for
Youth, was also released
during the election campaign,
and was instrumental in the
Federation's efforts to
illustrate the problem and
forwarding solutions to
campus and mainstream
media outlets.

Although the Federal
government was virtually
silent on the issue during the
election campaign, the
Federation's call for public
policy to address the youth
unemployment crisis was
heeded by provincial leaders.
In May the Western Premiers
acknowledged the need for a
"comprehensive youth
unemployment strategy" and
the necessity for the issue to be
addressed at the soon to be
held All-Premiers'
Conference.

When the ten provincial
Premiers held the Conference
in August, they called on the
Federal government to make
youth unemployment a
spending priority. Since that
time, the Premiers have also
agreed to hold another all
Premiers' Conference in
December dedicated to the
issue.

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

On September 8, Prime
Minister Jean Chretien and a
number of big business leaders
"announced" the Federal
Public Sector Youth Internship
Program. When the
Federation investigated the
details, it became clear that
the interns would only be paid
poverty level wages and that
they would serve as cheap
labour in a sector where just a
few years ago 40,000 jobs
were eliminated.

Further, the internships were
not new funds, as the
government was implying,
but funds that were already
announced by Human
Resources Development
Minister Pierre Pettigrew last
January and allocated in the
1997 federal budget. As far as
solving the youth
unemployment crisis, one
hundred jobs per year for .
three years will not even put a
ripple in the statistics.

Campaign to
Increase
Funding to
the Granting
Councils
In 1994, the federal
government announced a
three-year funding cut
schedule for the granting
research councils. The three
granting councils include the
Social Science and Humanities
Research Council, the Natural
Science and Engineering

CAMPAIGNSANDGOVERNMENTRELATIONS 15
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Research Council and the
Medical Research Council.

In 1996-97 the Federation
worked to gain support for
the granting councils in the
last year of the funding cuts.
In meetings with individual
Members of Parliament and in

,presentations made to the
House of Commons Standing
Committee on Finance, the
Federation educated
government officials on the
importance of increased
funding to the granting
councils.

In the 1996 report of the
Standing Committee on
Finance to the Finance
Minister the recommendation
to increase funding for the
granting councils was
induded. While the February
1997 federal budget contained
no increase in funding for the
granting.councils.rthe.political
groundwork was laid for this
year.

In 1996, the Federation
applied for and was granted
membership in the Canadian
Consortium for Research. The
Consortium is comprised of
national academic and
research organisations.

CONTACT WITH GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS

On October 8, National
Chairperson Brad Lavigne
and Government Relations
Coordinator Jocelyn Charron
met with Tony Macerollo, the
Executive Assistant to
Industry Minister John
Manley. Macerollo indicated
that although there was
political support in the
Department of Industry for

16 CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

increased funding to the
granting councils, much work
needed to be undertaken to
convince the Minister and
other members of cabinet.

On October 23, the Federation
participated with
representatives from other
Canadian Consortium for
Research members to the
Standing Committee on
Industry in Ottawa. The
Federation and the other
participants of the
Consortium delivered a united
message on the need for
increased funding to the
granting councils.

On October 28, the Federation
made a joint presentation to
the standing Committee on
Finance in Ottawa.

At a workshop sponsored by
the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council
entitled-M~~tin~theNeecls I5f
the Next Generation of
University Researchers, Making
A Career in Industry,held
October 31 to November 2,
Industry Minister John
Manley stated that his priority
for the year was to secure
increased funding for the
granting councils. The
Federation was represented at
the workshop by former
graduate caucus Chairperson
Steve Wilson.

In upcoming weeks the
Federation will be active
participants with its
colleagues in the Canadian
Consortium for Research in a
blitz of meetings with
Members of Parliament and
cabinet members to secure
support for increased funding
to the granting councils.
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National
Executive
Composition

The National Executive is
responsible for the day-to
day management of the
Federation. The following
is a list of the composition
of the National Executive
since May 1997.

Aboriginal Students Representative
Penny Kerngan

British Columbia Representative
Joey Hansen

Francophone Students'
Representative
Anna Kruzynski

Graduate Students' Representative
Michael Temelini

Manitoba Representative
Elizabeth Canyie

National Chairperson
Brad Lavigne

National Deputy Chairperson
Jennrrer Story

National Treasurer (Acting)
Jason Stevens'

Newfoundland-Labrador
.Representative
Shawn Musseau

Nova Scotia Representative
Jessica Squires

Ontario Representative
Jason Stevens

Prince Edward Island Representative
Melissa Doucette

Quebec Representative
Christie Stevenson

Saskatchewan Representative
Marjorie Brown

Students' of Colour Representative
Cindy Henriquez

Women's Representative
Darcie Davidson

• appointed atJuly 1997 Nationai Executive
meeting

Federation
Staff Issues

STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
DIRECTORY LAYOUT DESIGNER

In July, the Federation hired
an eight-week contract staff
person to assist in the com
pilation of information for,
and the layout of, the 1997
98 Students' Associations
Directory. Jeff Hsu, a mem
ber of Local 1 of the Federa
tion was hired.

CAMPAIGNS COORDINATOR

To ensure the Federation
could better undertake its
ever increasing campaigns
work, the position of Cam
paigns Coordinator was
opened in early September.
Former National Student
Discount Coordinator Karin
Jordan has transferred into
the position.

CURRENT VACANT STAFF POSITIONS

Due to budgetary considera
tions, the staff positions of
Aboriginal Caucus Coordi
nator, Saskatchewan
Pieldworker, National Dis
count Coordinator and one
of two Researcher positions
remain vacant.

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 19



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
REPORT

20 INTERNALAFFAIRS

STAFF RELAnONS OFFICER

Under the provisions of the
collective agreement be
tween the employees and
the Federation, one of the
At-Large members of the
National Executive serves as
the Staff Relations Officer,
the employer representative
in all official employer
employee relations. For the
past six months, National
Deputy Chairperson
Jennifer Story has served as
the Staff Relations Officer.
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COMMUNICATIONS

WorldWide
WebSite
Since September 1996, the
Federation has operated a
bilingual web site at
www.cfs-fcee.ca. The site
contains information on the
Federation's campaigns,
research and programmes.
The site is linked to many
member local and coalition
partner web sites.

In May the site was recon
structed to improve the look
and to add new features. A
counter has been added to
allow the Federation to
monitor the amount of
visitors the web site re
ceives. Since May, there,
have been over 3000 visitors
to the Federation's web site.

The National Executive
encourages all member
locals with home pages to
link their site to the Federa
tion's web site.

Federation
Listserves
To maintain daily commu
nications among members,
the Federation operates
internet listserves. To date,
there are five such lists,
including, a general mem
bers' listserve, a National
Graduate Caucus listserve,

a Students of Colour
listserve, a womens'
listserve and a National
Executive and staff listserve.
The purpose of the listserves
is to provide a forum for
information sharing and a
vehicle to update members
on Federation activities.

The National Graduate
Caucus Listserve was estab
lished in 1994 and currently
has over 60 subscribers. The
Women's Listserve was
established in the Winter of
1996 and currently has 25
subscribers. The Students of
Colour Listserve was estab
lished in the Spring of 1996,
and currently has 12 sub
scribers. The Federation's
Members Listserve, with 96
subscribers went on-line this
month.

Alllistserves are managed
from the National Office.

1997-98
Organising
Manual
For years the Federation has
produced a guide to local
organizing on member
campuses. The guide has
traditionally included tips
on how to organize a cam
paign at the local level,
coalition work, media work,
lobbying tips, coordinating
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volunteers and more. Over
the last two years the
manual has been greatly
improved.

This year's manual, sent out
last August, has taken on a
binder format, and the
content has been expanded
to include campaigns and
membership awareness
checklists, a campaigns
calendar, research docu
ments and fact sheets, press
releases, coalition contact
information, and more.

1997-98
Student
Associations

-Directo~

The directory, a long-stand
ing project of the Federa
tion, has also undergone
some major improvements
in the last two years.
This year the following
improvements were made
to the directory: electronic
mail addresses accompany
local executive listings, the
local and provincial com
ponent pages are more
reader-friendly, and the
provincial component pages
were tabbed in order to
make the directory easier to
navigate. A full-eolour
cover was also added.

..



MEMBERSHIP
ISSUES

Full
Membership
Drives

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA
GRADUATE STUDENTS' SOCIETY

On October 22 to 24, a vote
of the members of the Uni
versity of Victoria Graduate
Students' Society was held
on full membership in the
Federation. Of the 262

. members who voted, 199 or
76 per cent voted in favour
for full membership.

The National Executive has
reviewed the application
and recommends that the
application be accepted. If
the application is ratified,
the Society will be desig
nated "Local 89 Canadian
Federation of Students."
There are approximately
2,000members of the Soci
ety.

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN FEDERATED
COLLEGE STUDENTS' ASSOCIAll0N

A few years ago, the Sas
katchewan Indian Federated
College was granted au
tonomy from the University
of Regina. Prior to this
move, students enrolled in.
courses at the College were
members of the University
of Regina Students' Union
Local 9 Canadian Federa
tion.of Students.

Shortly after the becoming
its own institution, students

at the College formed a
students' association. Since
no de-federation referen
dum was ever conducted,
students at the College have
remained members of the
Federation.

On November 21, the Fed
eration received a letter
from the Third Chair of the
Students' Association re
questing the Federation to
recognise the Saskatchewan
Indian Federated College
Students' Association as a
full member local associa
tion of the Federation.

Requests to
Extend
Prospective
Membership

NORTHERN COLLEGE·
HAILEYBURY SCHOOL OF MINES
STUDENTS' ASSOCIAll0N

In early March 1997, the
Federation received an
application letter for pro
spective from the Northern
College-Haileybury School
of Mines Students' Associa
tion. The Association is
comprised of approximately
150 students enrolled at the
Haileybury campus. At the
May 1997 general meeting,
prospective membership
was granted. To-date the
association has participated
inthe work of the Federa-
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tion, but has yet to hold a
vote on full membership.

The National Executive
recommends that the pro
spective membership of the
Northern College
Haileybury School of Mines
Students' Association be
extended.

GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION

At its meeting held April 15,
1997, the George Brown
College Student Association
council voted to apply for
prospective membership in
the Federation. The Associa

.tion is comprised of ap
proximately 8000 full-time
students at the colleges four
campuses throughout
downtown Toronto. At the
May 1997 generalmeeting,
the association was granted
prospective membership.
The Association has
planned a full membership
vote to take place in the
winter semester.

The National Executive
recommends that the pro
spective membership of the
George Brown College
Students' Association be
extended.

COLLEGE OFTHE NORTH ATLANTIC
STUDENTS' ASSOCIATIONS

As reported at the previous
general meeting, the gov
ernment of Newfoundland
Labrador has amalgamated
the Cabot College, Central

Newfoundland Regional
College, Eastern College,
Labrador College and
Westviking College into one
centrally administered
college named College of the
NorthAtlantic. The amalga
mation took effect this Sep
tember. As a result of the
restructuring, the five ef
fected member locals have
transformed to adapt to the
new college structure.

While the new college struc
ture does not affect the
membership status of the
member locals at these
colleges, there will be name
changes. At the Newfound
land-Labrador Component
general meeting in October,
the College of the North
Atlantic Students' Associa
tionwas-divided-intD -five
locals, mirroring the previ
ous college structure.

The National Executive
recommends that the pro
spective membership of the
Cabot College Students'
Association, Eastern College
Students' Association, Lab
rador College Students'
Association and Westviking
College Students' associa
tion be extended.
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FINANCES

The annual budget constitutes the
monetary targets ofthe Federation for
thefiscal year (July 1 toJune 30). At

the springnational general meetingof
each year, abudgetfor the nextfiscal
year is adopted. The budget is then

reviewed and, ifnecessary, revised at
theNovember national general

meeting. The National Executive is
responsibleforensuring thatthe

budgetary targets are metasclosely as
possible.

Budget
Management

The Federation operates
nationally with an annual
budget of approximately $2
million. The budget for the
current fiscal year projects a
combined surplus and
share purchase in Travel
CUTS of up to $250,000. An
up-to-date fiscal picture of
1997-98 is presented at the
November 1997 general
meeting for the purposes of
producing a revised
budget.

FINANCIAL POSITION 1996-97

The audits for the 1996-97
fiscal year of the Canadian
Federation of Students and
the Canadian Federation of
Student-Services have been
completed. They confirm
that the Federation realised
a combined surplus of
$283,000 for the fiscal year
1996-97. As of June 30, 1997,
the net worth of the Pedera
tion is $4,885,796, up from
$4,284,119 at from June 30,
1996.

In general, revenues in the
1996-97fiscal year were
slightly lower than pro
jected while expenses were
also below target. The
surplus for the year was
$20,000.00 greater than the
projected figure of
$11,640.13.

AMALGAMATION

At the May 1995 national
general meeting, the mem
bership directed the Na
tional Executive to immedi
ately begin the process of
amalgamating the two legal
entities into which the Fed
eration was incorporated,
once as Canadian Federa
tion of Students-Services
and again as Canadian
Federation of Students.

The process of amalgama
tion is expected to be com
plete by February 1998.

STATUS ON DIRECTIVE TO
IMPLEMENT MEASURES TO REDUCE
SHARE PURCHASE GAP

The May 1997 national
general meeting resolved
that measures to reduce the
share purchase gap be
undertaken.

At its September meeting,
the National Executive
resolved that "the largest
payment feasible be made
on shares previously pur
chased, but not paid for, by
the Federation for the fiscal
year 1996-97."

In late September 1997, the
Federation purchased, and
paid for, fifty thousand
dollars $50,000 in new
shares for the fiscal year
1996-97. The remaining
surplus of $233 000 would
help reduce the outstanding
debt that the Federation
owes to Travel CUTS. In
addition, the difference in
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net worth, or the "gap",
between the Federation and
Travel CUTS would be
reduced as well. In sum
mary, the outstanding debt
owed to Travel CUTS was
reduced from $776,996 to
$316,140.

1996-97 MEMBERSHIP FEE
COLLECTION

Approximately 63 per cent
of the Federation's revenue
is derived from member
ship fees. Timely collection
and remittance of those fees
owed is essential for the
operation of the Federation.
While the collection of the
fees this year was good
during the fall semester,
fees have not been remitted
in a timely fashion since
then..

The National Office has
non-discretionary costs of
approximately $80,000 per
month. This does not in
clude any other costs such
as printing, costs associated
with general and national
meetings, and transfers to
provincial components. If
fees are not remitted to the
National Office, the Federa
tion, in tum cannot transfer
funds or pay bills on time to
avoid interest charge.

COLLECTION OF OUTSTANDING
MEMBERSHIP FEES

,

The Federation is actively
pursuing outstanding mem
bership fees from the fol
lowing former member
locals:

-The Cariboo Student Soci
ety owes the Federation for
membership dues for the
fiscal year 1994-95 of
roughly $30,000 nationally
and $30,000 provincially
and roughly $25,000 com
bined provincial and na
tional fees from previous
years.

-TheUniversity of New
Brunswick - Saint John's
Student Union owes the
Federation for $16,600 in
membership dues for the
fiscal year 1994-95.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FEE
INCREASE

After eleven years of having
the same national member
ship fee, the members at the
May 1992 national general
meetrng voted-to increase
the full membership fee
from $4.00 to $6.00per year,
per individual member. At
the same time, it was re
solved that the fee would
increase annually by the rate
of increase in the Canadian
Consumer Price Index. At
this point, approximately 80
per cent of member locals
have implemented the
increase to the membership
fee.

In January, member locals
will be notified about any
changes to the Consumer
Price Index increase. The
current national member
ship fee is $3.12, per semes
ter, per individual member.
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PROGRAMMES

International
Student
Identity Card
INTERNA1l0NAL STUDENTIDENTITY
CARD (ISIC) DISmIBU1l0N

The International Student
Identity Card (ISIC), a prod
uct of the International
Student Travel Confedera
tion (ISTC), is an interna
tional student travel docu
ment. The card is used to
identify students world
wide and enables them to
take advantage of discounts
on travel, entertainment and
accommodation. Since 1938
the ISIC has helped over 30
million students to make
the most of their travel
experience and nearly 3
million students will be
cardholders in 1997/98. In
Canada, the Federation is
the sole distributing agent
of the Card. As such, the
Federation has a vote at the
annual general meeting of

. the ISTC where all policies
for the Card are set.

The distribution of the ISIC
has been immensely suc
cessful again this year. As
of June 30 of this year, 27
percent more cards were
issued to Travel CUTS
offices and Federation mem
ber locals than during the
same period last year. The
increase in Card distribu
tion has been mostly due to
an increase in the sale of
domestic student air tickets

and to the ongoing promo
tion of the VIA Rail 40%
student discount for rail
traveL

VIA RAIL DISCOUNTS

As reported at the Novem
ber 1996 national general
meeting, VIA Rail entered
into an agreement with the
Federation in the Fall of
1995 to offer a 40 per cent
discount on VIA travel to
students with the Interna
tional Student Identity Card
(ISIC).

In the fall of 1997 VIA Rail
introduced the VIA 6 PAKr

a promotion where frequent
student commuters save 50
percent on full adult fare
when purchasing three
round trip journeys, as well
as continuing to offer the
40% discount on single and
return fares. The VIA 6 PAK
also includes added bo
nuses such as a prepaid
long distance calling card
and other merchant dis
counts.

Studentsaver
Discount
Programme
HISTORY OF 1liECARD

Since 1978, the Federation
and its predecessor, the
Association of Student
Councils, has provided
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students with discounts for
a wide range of services and
products through the Inter
national Student Identity
Card and the Studentsaver
Programme.

In 1981, the founding year of
the Federation, members
received an International
Student Identity Card (ISIC)
which also served as the
Federation membership
card. Combining the mem
bership and discount card
addressed retailers' con
cerns that there was not
enough participation in the
discount programme. As a
result of the combination,
the discount programme
under the ISIC experienced
ii_growth sp1irt.

However, this new scheme
proved too .costly for the
Federation. As a result, the
Federation redesigned the
membership / discount card
in 1982 as the "Youthsaver
Card" and made it available
to members only. Unlike
the ISIC,non-members
could not buy the new
discount card.

Under the new
"Youthsaver" program, the
member locals became
actively involved in solicit
ing discounts in their re
spective communities. The
new format also allowed for
a wider distribution among
the membership, as it did

not require photo identifica
tion. In 1983 the program
was renamed the
"Studentsaver" in response
to membership concerns
that the name "Youthsaver"
was not inclusive to mature
students.
The actual design of the
card has undergone many
changes over the past 16
years, and the card now
includes over 1000 dis
counts across Canada.

PROMOTION

In response to membership
concerns that students did
not realize that they could
use the Studentsaver Card
across Canada and not just
in theiI'QWIH:ity, the Federa
tion now posts a complete
list of all the Studentsaver
discounts across the country
on the Federation's web site.

As the vast majority of
Federation members have
access to the world wide
web through their college or
university, the National
Executive determined that
this option was more cost
effective and environmen
tally friendly than produc
ing a national discount
booklet, as has been done in
the past. The web site is
featured prominently on the
1997-98 Studentsaver Card
and accompanying bro
chure. New to this year's
web site is information



about the 1997-98 national
discounts offered.

Solicitation for the 1997-98
local discounts went very
well, with numerous mem
ber locals collaborating on
joint cards, and many new
local businesses being
contacted for discounts. In
all, 197,000Studentsaver
Cards were ordered by
members. Other
Studentsaver materials
produced include window
decals, promotional posters
for use on member local
campuses, and a thank-you
package for businesses
including tips on how to
honour the card.

At the November 1996
national general meeting,
delegates expressed concern
about the quality of national
discounts on the 1996-97
card. A tremendous variety
of food chains, fashion
outlets, entertainment ven
ues and various other busi
nesses were approached to
be a part of the Studentsaver
program, however most
businesses chose to partici
pate at the local level, rather
than offer discounts across
the country.

For 1997-98, more than 60
national businesses were
contacted in January of 1997.
Again, businesses chose to
work at the local level. The
three national discounts for
1997-98 are Budget Rent-A-

Car, Merlan Scientific (a
mail-order discount soft
ware company) and lKEA
.Canada.

National
Student Health
Network
ONGOING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE
NElWORK

The Federation has negoti
ated an exclusive arrange
ment with the providers of a
new student counselling
programme,
StudentSolutions. The tel
ephone service provides: a
range of services for stu
dents including counselling,
legal advice and informa
tion on community services
and more. In addition, the
service is accessible in a
variety of different Ian-

. guages. The Network is
hoping to offer the pro
gramme starting in Septem
ber of 1998.

Another new plan, a Student
Optional Health and Dental
Plan has also been intro
duced. This feature will
provide graduating stu
dents with extended health
care coverage for one year
after graduation. This fea
ture will be available as of
December 1, 1997. In addi-

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

Current Network Membership
Students' Union ofNova Scotia

College ofArt & Design,
University ofToronto Graduate

Students'Union,
Nipissing University Student Union,

University of Victoria Students'
Society,

University ofGuelph Central Stu
dents'Association,

Univmity ofGuelphGraduate
Students'Association,

YorkFederation of Students,
Post-Graduate Students' Society of

McGill,
YorkUniversity Graduate Students'

Association, Atlantic School of
heology,

Northern College HaleyburySchool of
Mines Students'Association.
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tion, this plan will be avail- .
able to students who cur
rently do not have access to
a health an dental plan
through their member local.
It will also offer an often
requested service for part
time students.

DISCONTINUED FEATURE

The Optional StudentDental
Plan has been discontinued
for the current year. The
insurance carrier was not
able to underwrite the plan
at a cost that would not be
prohibitive for students.
The Network will continue
to pursue an affordable
optional dental plan for
students.

.ASSESSMENLOEEEDEBATION'S
WORK WITH LIBERTY HEALTH

In the fall of 1996,repre
sentatives from the insur
ance carrierLiberty Health,
approached the Federation
in order to establish a work
ing agreement between
themselves, the Federation
and the Canadian Actuarial
and Consulting Group Inc.
(CACGI),the current insur
ance broker of Federation
member local plans.

It was at this time that the
Federation became aware
that at least one of the Fed
eration's coalition partners,
the Canadian Health Coali
tion (CHC), had taken issue
with Liberty Health on its
perceived support for a

two-tiered health care sys
tem.

Representatives within
Liberty Health were ap
proached in order to discuss
concerns over their support
for a two-tiered system.
They presented articles,
newspaper ads, etc. which
clearly stated their support
for universal health care.
Based on this information
the National Executive
resolved at its meeting in
September to continue the
Federation's business rela-

.tionship with Liberty
Health.
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SOLIDARITY
WORK

Domestic

Participation In the
General Meeting of
The National Action
Committee On The
Status Of Women
(NAC)

1997marks the 25th anniver
sary of NAC. The organiza
tion, dedicated to achieving
equality for women in
Canada, is comprised of six
hundred and fifty member
groups, including women's
centres, shelters, organiza
tions for immigrant and
refugee women, centres for
women with disabilities,
trade union locals and
social justice groups.

Its most recent membership
meeting was held in Hull in
September. The Federation
was represented by Darcie
Davidson, National Wom
en's Representative and
Jennifer Story, National
Deputy Chairperson. Repre
sentatives from women's
centres, union locals and
other organizations on our
member local campuses
were also present as del
egates, and as such the
meeting was a good oppor
tunity for women student
activists from across the
country to connect with each
other.

The problems that plagued
NAC's last general meeting
remained: delegates were

not able to access copies of
the bylaws; the chairing of
plenary was inconsistent
and unpredictable; and
much of plenary time was
eaten up by other events
that went overtime. The
National Women's Repre
sentative has written a letter
to the NAC executive ex
pressing our concerns with
the apparent lack of atten
tion to democratic participa
tion.

Work Within the
Action Canada
Network (ACN)

HISTORY OF THE NETWORK

The ACN, comprised of
over fifty member organisa
tions, was formed in 1987 to
oppose the Free-Trade
Agreement (FTA) and to
ensure that it became an
election issue in the 1988
Federal election. Subse
quent to its opposition to
the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
during the 1993 Federal
Election, the Network
evolved into an organisa
tion where progressive
social justice groups, labour
unions and local and pro
vincial coalitions come
together to devise a com
mon strategy against fund
ing cuts to social programs
and to co-ordinate support
for partners which are or- .
ganising major campaigns.
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For example, the Network
helped organise support for
the Federation's Day of
Strike and Action on Janu
ary 25, 1995. Most recently,
the Network has coordi
nated the communications
and media strategy for the
Alternative Federal Budget.
The Federation has been a
member of the Network
since 1989. Jennifer Story,
National Deputy Chairper
son is a member of the
Network's Executive. Fed
eration representatives
attend all meetings of the
Steering Committee and
National Assembly.

This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the Network.

.-EVAl:ltATION:Oi>TtlENETWORK'S
CONTINUED RELEVANCE

In early September a special
steering committee of the
Action Canada Network
(ACN) was held to review
the successes and shortcom
ings of the Network with an
eye towards its future vi
ability. The decision to hold
such a meeting was made
by the Network Executive
following the resignation of
both of the Network's staff
people. The staff resigned
mostly due to their frustra
tion with the lack of partici
pation and support for the
undertakings of the Net
work by its member
ortganisations.

Follow-up from the Septem
ber meeting consisted of
having member groups
consult from within their
organizations as to whether
or not there was agreement
that the Network will per
form the following mini
mum core functions:
serve as a forum for ex
change and support, share
information, provide links
between and among re
gional coalitions and na
tional organizations.

The Network's Executive
has hired a consultant to
gather and process re
sponses from member
groups and report back on
areas of agreement. The
consultation process will
continue throughout De
cember.

The Federation has ex
pressed the loss that would
be felt by the student move
ment if the Network were to
cease or diminish its activi
ties.

There will be a meeting of
the Network's Steering
Committee in January to
discuss the results of the
current consultation.



Allocation of
Resources to
the Preparation of the
Alternative Federal
Budget (AFB)

Since May, the Federation
has been an active partici
pant in the 1998Alternative
Federal Budget process. The
budget, first released in
1994, was developed by
.CHOICES, a social justice
coalition based in Winni
peg, and the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alterna
tives, based in Ottawa. The
Alternative Federal Budget
is produced annually and
provides a comprehensive
forum in which to present
alternatives to the federal
government's economic and
fiscal policies. It addresses
alternative policies such as
debt reduction through a
progressive taxation system,
the maintenance of compre
hensive social programs,
including post-secondary
education and national
standards, and full employ
ment.

The Federation is a member
of the Alternative Federal
Budget's Steering Commit
tee, and participates in the
Alternative Federal Budg
et's policy groups, and the
communications,working
group.

Signing of Solidarity
Pacts with the
Canadian Union of
Postal Workers
(CUPW)

By the time of the General
Meeting CUPW will have
been in negotiations with its
employer, Canada Post, for
over seven months. The
main issue for the union is
its principled stand against
the phenomenon of the
disposable work force.

In October 1997the Federa
tion signed a Solidarity Pact
with the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers in the event
of a strike. The pact articu
lates the Federation's sup
port for CUPW's proposal
to convert temporary and
overtime hours to full-time
jobs and its stand against
the elimination of up to
4,000 full-time jobs. The
Federation also committed
to do what it can to encour
age our members to refuse
to scab in the event of a
strike.

Solidarity Pacts have also
been signed by the Prince
Edward Island Component
and the Nova Scotia Com
ponent.

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS
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International

Partic~ation in
the 14 World Festival
ofYouth and Students

HISTORY OFTHE FESTIVAL

The first World Festival of
Youth and Students took
place in Prague, Czechoslo
vakia, in 1947.It was in
spired by anti-fascist!anti
imperialist struggles of the
Second World War, and
began as a gathering for
youth and students from
around the world to come
together in solidarity, peace,
and friendship.

~FEDERATlON'SPAR"j'JeIPA"j'JO~IN

14th WORLD FESTIVAL, AUGUST 1997

Although the themes of the
Festival remain unchanged,
the event is now open to a
broader cross-section of
international youth and
student movements. The
14th Festival took place in
Havana, Cuba.
Events took place all over
the city, along several lines
including:

Political Discussion
Centres: the main gathering
of the Festival and included
topics such as Youth and
Student Movements, De
mocracy and Participation,
Culture and Social Commu
nication, Peace, Security,
and International Coopera-

tion, Environment and
Development, Education,
Science, and Technology,
Employment

Regional spaces: open
areas designated for social,
cultural and political activi
ties. Regions were as fol
lows: the Americas, Middle
East, Europe, Africa, Asia
Oceania, and a special Casa
Cubana.

Ad-hoc meetings:
topics included the Interna
tional Union of Students'
meeting, UNESCO Conven
tion, exchange among or
ganizations in solidarity
with Cuba, unofficial action
oriented meetings and info
sessions to share ideas and
plan campaigns and
projects)

The Federation's delegate to
the 14th World Festival
participated in two main
meetings:

International Youth
and Student Movement:
focused on the possibilities
for international youth and
students' campaigns and
action.

International Union of
Students (IUS) meeting: the
Federation participated as
an IUSmember union.
Some non-member unions,
friendly organizations and
individuals were also per
mitted to attend. The goal
was to establish ways in
which members and



friendly organizations
could rebuild the organiza
tion and the international
student movement more
generally.

Other main activities of the
Federation's delegate in
cluded:

networking
learning about how

student movements are
organized around the
world, including speaking
to students and student
leaders from around the
world

learning about the
culture, economy, and
political systems of Cuba,
including tours of various
social institutions (hospi
tals, schools, etc.)

A more detailed report
from the Federation's del
egate is available upon
request.

Membership in
the International
Union of Students
(IUS)

The International Union of
Students is a federation of
national student unions
from around the world.
Founded 50 years ago, the
purpose of the IUS is to
globally promote the princi
ple of a universally accessi
ble, publicly funded post-

secondary education around
the world. It has adopted as
its motto, "Education is a
right, not a privilege".

WORK RELATING TO THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF
STUDENTS DURING THE 14'H WORLD
FESTIVAL OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS

One of the main reasons for
the Federation's involve
ment in the 14th World Festi
val was to seek, as a mem
ber union, to help rebuild
the IUS,an organization
which finds itself in organi
zational and financial diffi
culties.

A informal meeting of IUS
members took place at the
FestivaL Several concrete,
although strictly speaking
'unofficial,' resolutions
emerged from the discus
sions at the IUS meeting,
including:

that an IUS Council
meeting be held, followed

. by a May 1998IUS Congress
(like an AGM). Bids for the
Congress will be accepted
by the IUS until December
31,1997. [There has been no
constitutional IUS meeting
since 1992, despite several
aborted offers and failed
attempts.]

that the Acting Execu
tive Secretariat continue to
try to stabilize the IUS finan
cially by selling or leasing
the IUS building in Prague
and pursuing members and

SOLIDARITY WORK 39



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
REPORT

40 SOLIDARITY WORK

the International Student
Travel Commission for
monies owed.

that the Acting Execu
tive Secretariat compile an
inventory of the short-term
needs of the organization,
including an interim
budget, and solicit assist
ance from member unions
to fulfill needs.

that countries with
posts on the Executive
Secretariat fill those posi
tions until the next Council
meeting or Congress can be
convened.

that member unions
advise the IUS of their cur
rent contact information.

that IUS members pay
their fees.

that IUSmembers
discuss and identify ways in
which they might assist in
rebuilding the IUS for the
short and long term (both in
terms of material contribu
tions and recommendations
for fundraising and consti
tutional changes).

THE FEDERATION'S CURRENT
COMMITMENT TO THE IUS

On Monday, August 11
Federation representatives
met with the acting Presi
dent and Secretary-General
of the International Union of
Students.
Throughout the meeting it
became very clear if the
Federation increased its
commitment to the Union
even minimally, our efforts

would go a long way to
helping solve some of the
problems that the Union
faces today. As a result, the
following commitments
were made: to pay our
outstanding dues as soon as
possible; to fill our vacancy
on the Executive Secretariat
(ES) that was created when
former National Deputy
Chairperson Alison Lewis
resigned from her post a few
years ago,; to investigate the
feasibility of hosting an IUS
Councilor Congress meet
ing in Canada, independ
ently or jointly with the
Federation des etudiantes et
etudiants du Quebec; to
assist in membership com
munications wherever
possible; to make efforts to
represent the Union at meet
-figs of the United Nations
held within reasonable
distance to the Ottawa office
of the Federation; and to
pressure the ISIC Associa
tion to settle its debt with
the IUS.

FEDERATION WORK ON
BEHALF OF IUS MEMBER UNIONS

In order to honour these
commitments: a portion of
outstanding dues has been
forwarded; contact has been
made with the International
Student Identity Card (ISIC)
Board of Directors regarding
its debt to the IUS; the va
cancy on the Executive
Secretariat has been filled
(Jennifer Story, National
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September 1
DearCFS,

My nam~ isJackie Lynch and I'm not' th
OCCupation (now in itstenth day) but i: e
working frantically outside f' m
(its essentially alock-in~ eedtlngthe occupiers
leave but ou upa Ion - you can
rallies ge~ng~n~ getback In), cailing solidarity
" oney, messages ofsolidarity etc,

IJust wanted to write totell you how mu h
appreCiate your solidarily. c we

We intheAustralian student movem th
follOWed the magnificentCanad' en ave
actions and ' , Ian student
excitement OCCupations With great interestand

You have inspired usl

Solidarity forever,
Jackie

The Federation
was approached
in July 1997by
two exiled
Nigerian stu
dent leaders
refuged in
Ghana. These
students, Lewis

SUp'port for
EXiled
Nigerian
Students

The occupation ended
Thursday September 9 with
a commitment from the
administration to meet the
students' de-
mand for a
motion by the
governing
council to re
consider its
decision to levy
the fees.

the Governing Council,
despite the opposition of
RMIT's own Academic
Board, Board of Technical
Studies, the academic and
staff union and the student
body. All who voted for fees
were either senior manage
ment or corporate repre
sentatives from companies
such as Shell and KODAK.
The Federation sent a letter
of support to the occupiers
on August 21, 1997.
Jackie Lynch, the Education
Officer for the National
Union of Students in Aus
tralia replied on September
1 the letter found below.The Federation's Re

searcher, Denise Doherty
Delorme has been in contact
with student union repre
sentatives from all three
countries. As a result the
Federation has received
recent research which will
be published in the
upcoming re-release of
Compromising Access regard
ing the impact of Income
Contingent Repayment
schemes internationally.

Assessing theImpact of Income
Contingent Repayment Schemes
Internationally

Contact with Student
Unions in Australia,
New Zealand and
United Kingdom

Deputy Chairperson was
appointed by the National
Executive in September); a
report of the informal meet
ing in Cuba has been mailed
out to member unions; and
United Nations accredita
tion has been pursued.

SUPPORTFOR OCCUPATION AT ROTAL
MELBOURNE INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

On Wednesday August 20,
1997 120 students success
fully occupied the finance
department of the Royal
Melbourne Institute of
Technology to protest the
application of up-front fees
for local undergraduates.
The decision was made by

SOLIDARITY WORK 41

--~ -~- ~-- ------ ~ -~-~-- -----~



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
REPORT

42 SOLIDARITY WORK

Oladuutoye and Samuel
Olaitan, have worked with
the Nigerian student move
ment, as well as the Na
tional Union of Ghana Stu
dents and the All-Africa
Students' Union. They
believed their safety to be
compromised and sought
the Federation's assistance
to come to Canada to study.

At the July 1997 National
Executive meeting, it was
resolved to refer Lewis and
Samuel to the World Uni
versityService of Canada
(WUSC) an organization
which runs a student refu
gee sponsorship program
and would thus be better
equipped than the Federa
tion to fill their request.
Our latest update from

--LeWIS anaSamuerisffiat
they are applying to WUSC
for sponsorship in 1998/99
and have communicated
with WUSC about their
situation. WUSC has indi
cated that they are ideal
candidates for the refugee
sponsorship programme
and that he would make
every effort to assist them.

Support for the
Campaign to End the
Occupation of
East Timor

CONTEXT

For twenty-two years the
Indonesian government has
forcibly occupied the island
nation of East Timor. It is

estimated that over 200,000
people have been killed at
the hands of the Indonesian
military since the occupa
tion began. Based on the
genocide in East Timor,
mass murder in Indonesia
and many other violations
of human rights of Indone
sian and East Timorese
citizens (including the im
prisonment of Indonesian
labour leader Muchtar
Pachpahan), President
Suharto of Indonesia is
estimated to be one of the
top ten bloodiest dictators
of this century. The atroci
ties in East Timor became
more widely known in the
rest of the world following
the Santa Cruz massacre in
Dili, East Timor six years
ago when over two hundred

--peopre-wer~killedana.
hundreds more wounded at
a peaceful demonstration.
Many of those shot and
killed that day were stu
dents.

MOCK·TRIAL OF SUHARTO

The Federation was asked to
participate in a mock war
crimes trial of Suharto in
Ottawa in early November.
The event, which was organ
ized by the East Timor Alert
Network (ETAN)r brought
together fifteen East
Timorese refugees and
Indonesian dissidents. They
were joined by representa
tives from the Federation,
the Canadian Labour Con-



gress, the Canadian Auto
Workers, the Council of
Canadians, and Oxfam.
Attention was called to the
high level of student activ
ism around APEC and the
relationship between the
opression of East Timorese
activists and the arrest of
students at the University of
British Columbia for pro
testing APEC.

Because of the high level of
interest and activism among
the membership on issues
relating to APEC and hu
man rights violations, a
workshop has been organ
ized for this general meeting
on the links among globali
zation, human rights and
post-secondary education.
An activist from the East
Timor Alert Network will be
among the presenters.

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
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The following is a roster of meetings held with Members
of Parliament and presentations made to government
committees since the May 1997national general meeting.

,-.
i '

APPENDIXI:
MEETINGS WITH

MEMBERS OF
PARUAMENT

AND
PRESENTAT70NS

TO GOVERNMENT
COMMITTEES MEETING:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

Alexa McDonough MP (Halifax)
June 23, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance Issues.

Libby Davies MP (Vancouver East)
July 18, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance Issues.

Judy Wasyllcia-Leis MP (Winnipeg North)
August 13, 1997
Student FinanciaiAssistance Issues.

Inter-govemment Group on Student FinancialAssistance
August 28, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance Issues.

Ron Duhamel, MP (SI. Bonnace)
September 8, 1997
Student FinancialAssislance Issues.

Libby Davies MP (Vancouver East), Peter Mancini MP
(Sydney-Victoria,NS), and
Pat Martin MP (Winnipeg Centre)
September 11, 1997
Student FinanciaiAssistance Issues.

Pat Martin MP (Winnipeg Centre)
September 14, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance Issues.

John Harvard MP (Charleswood-Assiniboine, MB)
September 19, 1997
Student FinancialAssislance Issues.

RegAlcock MP (Winnipeg South)
September 26,1997
Student FinancialAssislance Issues.

House ofCommons Standing Committae on Rnance
(Vancouver Hearings)
October 16, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans,
National System ofGrants.

House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance
(Regina Hearings)
October 16, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans,
National System of Grants.
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PRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

pRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENTATION:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

House ofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
(Winnipeg Hearings)
October 17, 1997
Student FinanciaiAssislance, Income Contingent Loans, National
System ofGrants.

House ofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
(Toronto Hearings)
October 20, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans, Nationai
System ofGrants.

House ofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
(Halifax Hearings)
October21,1997
Student FlnancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans, National
System ofGrants.

House ofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
(St. John's Hearings)
October 22, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans, National
System ofGrants.

Paul Ramsey, Chairofthe Council ofMinisters ofEducation,
Canada
October 22, 1997

__ Student Fin~cialAS§i~e l~ues,NatLonals.ystemof Grants,
Opposition to Income Contingent Loan Repayment Schemes.

NationalAdvisory Group on Student FinancialAssistance
October 23, 1997
Student FinancialAssistance, Nationai System ofGrants, Opposition
to income Contingent Loan Repayment Schemes.

MEETING:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENT~TlON:
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House ofCommons Standing Committee on Industry
October 23, 1997
Student FinanciaiAsslstance, Funding to the Granting Counciis.

House ofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
October28,1997
Funding tothe Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student Issues.

Yvon Godin, MP (Acadie-Bathurst)
October 31 , 1997
Youth Unemployment, Employment Insurance.

HouseofCommons Standing Committee on Finance
(Ottawa Hearings)
November 3, 1997 -12:30pm
StudentFinancial Assistance, Concerns wtth Income Contingent
Loan Repayment Schemes, National System ofGrants.

PRESENTATION:
ElATE:
SUBJECTS:

PRESENTATION:
DATE:
SUBJECTS:

DATE:
SUBJECTS:



PRESENTATION:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:

DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:

DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:

DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

MEETING:
DAlE:
SUBJECTS:

House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance (Ottawa)
November 3, 1997 -3:30pm
Youth Unemploymenl.

Norman Doyle MP (SI. John's East)
November 5, 1997
Student Debt, Tuition Fees, Youth Unemployment, National System
of Grants.

PeterAdams MP (Peterborough)
November 5, 1997
Student FlnancialAssistance, Income Contingent Loans, Scholar
ship Endowment Fund, National System ofGrants.

Charles Power MP (SI. John's West)
November 5, 1997
Funding to the Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student issues.

Susan Whelan MP (Essex) Chairofthe IndustryCommittee
November 6, 1997
Funding to the Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student issues.

Waltet Lastewka MP (St Catherines)
Member of Industry Committee
November 6, 1997
Funding to the Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student Issues.

Ron Duhamel, MP (SI. Boniface) Secretary ofState for Science,
Research &Development
November 7, 1997
Funding to the Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student Issues.

PaddyTorsney, MP (BUl1ington) Vice Chair Standing Committee on
Finance
November 7, 1997
Funding to the Granting Councils, Funding for Research &
Development, Graduate Student Issues.

Stakeholders Working Group on Canada Student Loan Reform
November 17-18, 1997
Student Debt, Debt Reduction, Tuition Fees, opposttion to Income
contingent Loans, Millennium Scholarship Fund.
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APPENDIXII:
MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECT7VES DIRECTIVE TD REVIEW HARASSMENT
AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE AT
NATIONAL GENERAL MEETINGS

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that a sub-committee of the
National Executive be
struck to assess potential
problems with the Federa
tion's General Meeting
Harassment Procedure,
including, but not limited
to, an assessment of the
Harassment and Grievance
Committee (paragraph 3)
and appeals procedure
(paragraph 5).
The meeting also resolved
that the Harassment Advi
sors at the May 1997na
tional general meeting be
consulted on the these top
ics, that the policy be re
viewed by the Federation's
legal counsel and that a
report be made by the Na
tional. Executive at the open
ing plenary of the Fall 1997
national general meeting
(GM-97/05:129).

This directive has been
.fulfilled.

RESTRUCTURING OFTHE PROGRAM·
MING SERVICE

The November 1995na
tional general meeting
resolved that the Federa
tion's existing programming
service be discontinued and
that an investigation be
undertaken on how to de
velop a speakers data base
which would include but
not be limited to:

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS

- a listing of speakers and
topics of expertise,
- costs of speakers,
- an update on the location
(local and regional) where
they are booked, and
- a list of coalition partners
from which speakers can be
drawn (GM-95/11:213).
It was further resolved that
any list of speakers be pub
licised through the Federa
tion's future home page on
the World Wide Web.

The meeting also resolved
that the possibility of work
ing with the Council of
Canadians on creating a
speaker's bureau, to bring
information on alternatives
to the current budget cutting
measures to high school and
post-secondary campuses,
be investigated (GM-95/
11:223).

At its September 1997meet
ing, the National Executive
identified a number of
feasibility issues in consul
tation with Campaigns
Coordinator Karin Jordan.
These included the develop
ment of a mandate, the
consideration of information
about other Speaker's Bu
reaus, the consideration of
financial issues, the consid
eration of the needs and
possible contributions of
both the membership and
the community, and the
evaluation of available
resources within the Federa
tion. Progress on this issue .
is ongoing.
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PROPOSAL FOR SKILLS DEVELOP·
MENTMODULES

The May 1996 national gen
eral meeting resolved that
consistent skills development
modules, with speaking notes
and handouts, be developed
and that topics include but
not be limited to:
- How Autonomous Student
Unions Were (and Are) Or
ganised;
- Post-Secondary Education
Funding Formulas and Struc
tures;
- Student Aid and Employ
ment Programs;
- Skills Training Programs;
- Human Rights, Harassment
and Systemic Discrimination;
- Analysing Budgets; and
- Achievements of the Student
Movement.

The general meeting also
resolvedthatithemodules
provide a historical context
and a geographic context
using national and province
specific information; training
be sought for workshop
facilitators; and a list of
facilitators and their work
shops be made available to
provincial offices.

Manitoba National Executive
Representative Ellzabth
Carlyle has conducted re
search into this issue and has
begun compiling the neces
sary materials for the comple-,
tion of this directive.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST STUDENT
POVERTY

The May 1997 national
general meeting resolved

that the issue of student
poverty and student debt be
adopted as the major theme
for the Federation's 1997/98
legislative campaigns, and
that provincial components
be encouraged to build and
expand on this theme as it
applies to their respective
regions (GM-97/05:26).

This issue has been inte
grated into the campaigns
and lobbying efforts of the
Federation. In addition,
components have strength
ened provincial-national
congruency through exten
sive work at the component
level. The Nova Scotia
Component held a Forum
on Student Poverty in Sep
tember, from which policy
was developed and served
to the November-199-7na
tional general meeting. In
Ontario, the component has
participated in several
grassroots actions emphasis
ing Federation solidarity in
the fight against poverty.

DIRECTIVE TO SUPPORT THE
PENTICTON INDIAN BAND

The May 1997 national
general meeting resolved
that member locals be en
couraged to write letters of
support to the Penticton
Indian Band regarding the
federal and British Colum
bia governments' refusal to
recognise title to the Band's
land (GM-97/05:297).
At its July 1997 meeting, the
National Executive deter-



mined that the Band had
refused an invitation to buy
the land, that a buyer had
been mutually agreed upon,
and that the situation had
improved. Consequently,
the National Executive took
no action on the directive.

CAMPAIGN TO ENCOURAGE PROVIN·
CIAL NON - DISCRIMINATION LEGIS
LATION

The May 1997 national
general meeting resolved
that the Federation encour
age the Newfoundland,
Alberta and Prince Edward
Island governments which
do not have legislation
prohibiting discrimination
based on sexual orientation
to enact such legislation
(GM-97/05:297).

In early September Nova
Scotia National Executive
Representative Jessica
Squires drafted and sent a
letter to the premiers of the
three governments calling
on them to ban discrimina
tion based on sexual orien
tation or preference because
of both the continued threat
to the physical and psycho
logical safety of
Transgendered, Bisexual,
Lesbian, and Gay people,
and the increased barriers to
education such discrimina
tion entrenches.

DIRECTIVE TO INCREASE
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
PARTICIPATION AT GENERAL
MEETINGS

The May 1997 national
general meeting resolved
that member locals be en
couraged to facilitate an
increase in participation by
international students in the
students' union movement
through, but not limited to,
the following measures;
- creating a seat on local
union boards, councils and
executive committees;
- facilitating the formation of
international student collec
tives;
- facilitating a speaker series
that would address the
issues of international stu
dents;
- facilitating coalition build
ing between international
students' groups on campus
and support services in the
community;
- facilitating contact between
international students'
groups on member local
campuses and international
students' groups on other
campuses (GM-97/05:223).

The meeting further re
solved that provincial com
ponents be encouraged to
amend their bylaws to
include a seat for an Interna
tional Student Representa
tive position on the compo
nent's executive (GM-97/
05:223).

Progress on this issue is
ongoing.

DEVELOPMENT & DISTRIBUTION
OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILI·
TIES QUESTIONNAIRE

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF
STUDENTS
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The May 1997 national
general meeting directed
the National Executive to
formulate, in conjunction
with the May 1997 national
general meeting Students
with Disabilities Constitu
ency Group, and distribute
a questionnaire on students
with disabilities services at
member locals and that the
findings be presented to the
fall 1997 national general
meeting (GM-97/05:217).

Progress on this issue is
ongoing.

DEVELOPMENT OF AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN ON FRANCOPHONE
ISSUES

The May 1997 national
general meeting resol~ed
that an awareness campaign

--be-developed-to-address- --
members' lack of knowl
edge of Francophone stu
dents' issues and that the
goals of the campaign be as
follows:
1. to raise members' aware
ness of the history of
Francophone people out
side Quebec;
- the deportation of the
Acadian population;
- Article (the Act) 17 in
Ontario; and
- the historical Manitoba
School Question.
2. to raise members' aware
ness of the issues that
Francophones face today:
- the closing of the only
Francophone hospital in
Ontario;

."

- the closing of Francophone
elementary schools in new
Brunswick;
- hate campaigns aimed at
Francophones, as demon
strated through the activities
of the European Christian
Defence League, the Alliance
for thePreservation ofEnglish,
and the Heritage Front;
• the lack of infrastructures
to accommodate
Francophone student needs
in the post-secondary edu
cation system (97/05:214).

National Executive
Francophone Representative
Anna Kruzynski and
Francophone Constituency
Group Co-commissioner
Claude Theoret have pre
pared a fact sheet, entitled
History ofFrancophone Rights
to Education in French in
Canada, which will be dis
tributed to member locals

. following the November
1997 national general meet
ing.

INVESTIGATION INTO VISA
RESTRICTIONS FOR STUDENTS

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that an investigation be
undertaken by the Students
of Colour Constituency
Group Commissioner 'into
the changes required to
remove the current visa
restrictions barring interna
tional students from work
ing freely in Canada while
that are acquiring their
degrees, and that a report be



.~.

made available to the Stu
dents of Colour and the
International Students Con
stituency Group at the
November 1997national
general meeting (GM-97/
05:221).

Progress on this issue is
ongoing.

DIRECTIVE TO ENCOURAGE
INCREASED PARTICIPATION OF
STUDENTS OF COLOUR

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that member locals be en
couraged to facilitate an
increase in participation by
students of colour in the
student union movement
through, but not limited to,
the following measures:
- creating a seat on local
union boards, councils and
executive committees;
- facilitating the formation of
students of colour collec
tives;
- facilitating a speaker series
that would address the
issues of students of colour;
- facilitating coalition build
ing between students of
colour groups on campus
and other people of colour
groups in the community;
and
- facilitating contact between
student of colour groups on
member local campuses and
students of colour groups
on other campuses.
The meeting further re
solved that provincial com
ponents be encouraged to

amend their bylaws to
include a seat for a students
of colour on the compo
nent's executive body (GM
97/05:222).

The National Executive
have not yet taken action on
this item.

INVESTIGATION INTO DEVELOPING
ANTI·RACISM POSTER

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that an investigation into the
feasibility of developing an
anti-racism poster campaign
be undertaken by the Stu
dents' of Colour Commis
sioner (GM-97/05:224).

The National Executive
have not taken action on this
item .

DIRECTIVE TO ENCOURAGE THE
SELECTION OF STUDENTS OF
COLOUR AS DELEGATES TO
GENERAL MEETINGS

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that provincial components
be encouraged to ensure
that, when possible, at least
15% of the representation
from their respective prov
inces at national general
meetings be comprised of
students of colour. In situa
tions where 15% is numeri
cally unfeasible, the compo
nent should strive for a
minimum number of two
delegates.

The meeting further re
solved that a progress re-
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port be included in the
National Executive Report
which is presented at the
fall 1997 National General
Meeting (GM-97/05:225).

As the choice of delegations
is the responsibility of
individual member locals,
the directive could not be
complied with. However,
many National Executive
Representatives regularly
encourage the individual
members in their respective
provinces to bring diverse
delegations to national
general meetings.

DIRECTIVE TO ADVOCATE FOR SOLE
SUPPORTPARENTSTUDENTS.

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved
that member locals and
-pro:v'm.cial-components-b~.
encouraged to advocate on
behalf of single/sole-sup
port parents for:
- a reduction of single/sole
support parents debt load
by increasing their eligibil
ity for a greater amount for
deferred grants; and
- an increase in the flexibil
ity applied to the «timely
completion of studies» and
«personal responsibility
requirements» (GM-97/
05:110).

The meeting further re
solved that. the federal
government be lobbied to
create a 'special opportunity
grant' program for single/
sole-support parents and
that provincial components

be encouraged to lobby
their respective provincial
governments to increase the
number of grants given to
single/sole-support par
ents" (GM-97/05:205).

This issue has been inte
grated into the campaigns
and lobbying efforts of the
Federation. In addition,
components have strength
ened provincial-national
congruency through work at
the component level. In
Nova Scotia, the issue was a
focus at the September
Forum on Student Poverty.
In addition, most compo
nents have integrated the
issue into provincial lobby
ing.

DECLARATION OF STUDENTS' RIGHTS
POSTER

The May 1994national
general meeting resolved
that a new printing of the
Federation's Declaration of
Students' Rights poster be
produced.
This directive has been
consistently postponed in
light of other more pressing
work. As a result, no
progress has been made to
date.

PREPARATION FOR
NATIONAL NEWSLETTER

The May 1997national
general meeting resolved,
within the 1997-98 Member
ship Awareness Strategy,
that a quarterly newsletter
be produced for distribution



to member local councils/
executive members. The
National Executive has
discussed specifics of the
newsletter including:
-length and format,
- content parameters,
- appearance, and
- possible distribution to
coalition partners.

The first issue is planned for
distribution in January 1998.

DIRECTIVE TO ASSESS
FEDERATION'S ABILITY TO REFLECT
DIVERSITY

The November 1996 na
tional general meeting
resolved that the Federa
tion's ability to reflect diver
sity, and to include constitu
ency group members in the
work of the Federation, be
assessed, with specific
consideration of organisa
tional structure, decision
making process, and repre
sentation on the National
Executive.

To complete this directive, a
brief history of constituency
group issues at general
meetings has been com
piled, and a document
including recommendations
has been produced by the
National Executive.
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