
AGENDA
Opening Plenary
May 2003 National General Meeting

1. ATTENDANCE ROLL CALL

The Federation's Bylaws require that not less than one-half of the members of the Federation having voting
rights be present in person or by proxy at the general meeting for business to be conducted.

A roll call of the membership will be taken to determine attendance and to confirm that quorum is present.

2.

3.

WELCOMING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTIONS

At this time, National Chairperson Ian Boyko will:
Provide welcoming remarks to delegates;
Introduce any guests that are present; and

- Give an overview of and general orientation to the meeting.

RATIFICATION OF PLENARY SPEAKER

The plenary is the formal decision-making assembly at the general meeting. A Plenary Speaker, the
parliamentarian who will preside over the meeting, chairs general meeting plenaries.

a. Consideration of National Executive Recommendation

The National Executive is recommending that Sylvia Sioufi be ratified as the Plenary Speaker. Sylvia has
a long history of involvement with the Federation, having served as an elected director and as a
researcher for the Federation. Sylvia has chaired Federation national general meetings on several
previous occasions.

b. Overview of Plenary Rules

The Plenary Speaker will provide a brief overview of Robert's Rules of Order, a system of meeting rules
and procedures that the Federation employs for plenary sessions, plenary sub-committee meetings and
caucus meetings.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROXIES

The Federation's Bylaws enable a voting member that is unable to attend all or portions of a general meeting to
appoint another member to act as its proxy for some or all the meeting. The Plenary Speaker will announce all
proxies that conform to requirements established in Bylaw II, Section 7 b., Proxy Votes.

5. ADOPTION OF PLENARY AGENDA

The plenary will consider the plenary agenda prepared by the National Executive. Any changes or additions to
the agenda may be proposed at this time.
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6. ADOPTION OF HATIONAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA

The plenary will consider the proposed schedule for all four days of the general meeting. Any changes or
additions to the agenda may be proposed at this time.

7. ADOPTIOH OF NATIONAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

The plenary will consider the minutes of the previous national general meeting.

8. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

As per Bylaw V, Section 2 f., the National Executive will present a report to the plenary detailing the work of the
Federation undertaken since the previous national general meeting.

Following the presentation, delegates will have the opportunity to ask the National Executive questions on the
contents of its report and other activities undertaken since the previous national general meeting.

9. RATIFICATION OF NEW MEMBERS

a. Ratification of Full Membership

In accordance with Bylaw 1.2-b-vi, the National Executive recommends that the following be ratified as full
members:

Okanagan University College Students' Association-Kelowna;
Okanagan University College-Penticton Campus Students' Association;
Graduate Students' Union of Memorial University of Newfoundland; and
University of Saskatchewan Graduate Students' Association.

b. Consideration of Prospective Membership Application

Since the previous nationai general meeting, an application for prospective membership has been
received from the Northern Lights College Students' Association. In accordance with Bylaw 1, Section 4
b, the National Executive has reviewed this application and is recommending that the Students'
Association be granted prospective membership in the Federation.

10. PREPARATION FOR ELECTIONS

a. Introduction of Electoral Officers

The Electoral Officers will provide an overview of the election schedule and procedures at this time.

f\~1 \1

In accordance with Bylaw 6, Section 7 the National Executive has appointed Christine Bourque, Ontario
Fieldworker, and Ashkon Hashemi, Ontario Internal Coordinator as Electoral Officers for the elections to
be conducted at this meeting.

b. Overview of Election Schedule and Procedures

11. ADOPTION OF STANDING PLENARY SUB-COMMITTEE AGENDAS

As per Standing Resolution 1, Section 1, the following sub-committees of the plenary are automatically struck:
- Budget Committee;
- Campaigns and Government Relations Committee;
- National Education and Student Rights Committee; and
- Organisational Development Committee.

The plenary will consider the plenary sub-committee agendas prepared by the National Executive. Any
changes or additions to the agendas may be proposed at this time.
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12. CONSIDERAnON OF MOTIONS SERVED WITH DUE NOTICE

The Federation Bylawsrequire that all motionsthat seek to amend the Federation's Bylaws and Policy Manual
be submitted to the NationalExecutivenot less than six weeks prior to the general meeting at which they are
to be considered. The plenarywill consider motionsserved with due notice.

a. Motions Submitted by Member Local Associations

The following motionswere submitted by member local associationswith due notice for consideration at
this meeting.They will requireseconders in the opening plenary.

i. Proposal to Amend Policy on Canada's Health and Social Transfer

MOTION TO AMEND PO"-'9".... '" NrC.
Local 47/ AV \t'-1~ v
Whereas the Federation's policy opposing the Canada Health and Social Transfer dates back
to 1995 when the act was first imposed; and

Whereas in their proposed Post-Secondary Education Act, the Canadian Association of
University Teachers calls for the replacement of the CHST with a National Post-Secondary
Education Fund; and

Whereas the Federation has endorsed CAUl's Post-Secondary Education Act; therefore

Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on the Canada Health and Social Transfer be
replaced with the following policy:

CANADA HEALTH AND SOCIAL TRANSFER

Preamble

Transfer payments forpost-secondary education, health and social welfare were cut drastically in1994 as a
major part ofthe federal govemment's deficit reduction strategy. In total, this amounted to more than $5billion
cut from post-secondary education and training over five years.

Policy

The Federation opposes the Canada Health and Social Transfer, ablock funding scheme that replaced
Established Programs Financing, torthe follOWing reasons:
- it undermines national standards; and
- it reduced funding to post-secondary education.

The Federation calls on the Federal govemment to repealtha Canada Health and Social Transfer and
establish aNational Post-Secondary Education Fund to provide stable federal cash funding.

The Federation proposes the replacement oftheCHSTwilh aset of national social investment funds,
separately iinanced and governed by distinct prtnciples. It isenvisioned that, through amendments tothe
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements Act, a Post-Secondary Education Fund would becreated (along with
aHealth Care Fund and Income Support). The cash value ofthe Post-Secondary Education Fund would
initially be set at0.3% of GDP and would rise to 0.5% (about the same level itwas inthelate 1970s and early
1980s) within two years. To ensure regional equity, cash transfers tothe provinces willbe allocated on aper
capita basis and equalised according toprovincial GDP per capita.

ii. Proposal tD Amend Policy on Student Financial Assistance

2003/05:N02 MOTION TO AMENpYOLICY
Local 47/ N t; C
Be it resolved that the section titled "General Policy" under the Federation Policy "Student
Financial Assistance" be replaced with:

Preamble

inthe context ofaffordable post-secondary education, student financial assistance is an important mechanism
for reducing social and economic inequalities in access topost-secondary education. InCanada, 80% of
students require some financial assistance. Three-quarters ofthose receiving student aid believe they would
be unable toparticipate in higher education without this assistance.

Policy

The Federation supports:

_______ P"H _ --------- ------,
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Student financial assistance programmes being universally and equitably accessibie tofull- and part-time
students;
Student financiai assistance programmes that are adequate tothe needs ofall students, including provision
forthe extra expenses incurred bysome students with dependants, and by students with disabiiities andlor
speciai needs;
The integration and harmonisation ofstudent financial assistance programmes so that students do not suffer
from unnecessary confusion, delays, errors, superfiuous requests forinformation, and duplication of
administration;
The public provision ofaccessible and thorough information on all aspects ofstudent financial assistance
programmes;
Eligibiiity requirements forstudent financial assistance that include adefinition ofindependent student
status which would not include age; which does not inclUde awaiting period after astudent's parent or
guardian stops claiming the student on their federai income tax retum; and which does not require the
student tomaintain a minimum income level; and
An equitable calculation ofchlldcare and other dependent expenses, current non-school debt, housing
costs, travei expenses and education-related technoiogical expenses In determining the costs ofattending
post-secondary institutions forthe purpose ofdetermining financial need.

The Federation opposes:
The use ofstudent financial assistance programmes as ameans ofjustifying higher user fees forpost
secondary education;
Student-funded student financial assistance;
Alluser fees forstudents appiying fororbenefiting from student financial assistance including, not limited
to, application fees and service charges;
Any delay indisbursement ofstudent financial assistance, asany delay inreceipt ofthese funds has a
detrimental effect on needy students;
Penalising students due todelays inthe disbursement ofstudent financial assistance including, but not
limited to, course cancellation and the imposition oflate fees;
The treatment ofstudent financial assistance as income inthe calculation ofeligibiiity forgovernment
assistance programmes;
Public-private partnership requirements ingovemment funding forstudent financial assistance and other
student financial assistance distribution mechanisms that rely on an institution's fundraising capacity over
the characteristics of individual students; and
Work study programmes asa replacement for needs-based student financial assistance.

Be it further resolved that the section titled "Student Grants" be replaced with:

NEEDS-BASED STUDENT GRANTS

Preamble

Canada isone ofonly three industrialised countries that doas not have anational system ofstudent grants.
Virtually allEuropean and South American countries, as well asthe United States, have grants programmes. A
national system ofneeds-based grants would immediately reduce the daunting debt level students face.

The Federal govemment currentiy spends $1.3 billion each year toadminister the Canada Student Loans
Program. The Federation estimates the cost ofanational grants programme tobe $1.2 billion. In addition, for
every dollar allocated ingrants, savings will also be realised In reduced administrative costs, education tax
credit claims and payments toservice providers.

Policy

The Federation supports the provision ofstudent aid through afull and adequate system ofneeds-based
student grants.

The Federation opposes:
Merit-based scholarships as asubstitute foraneeds-based student grants programme; and

- individually-driven savings plans forpost-secondary education, such as registered education savings
plans, as asubstitute foraneeds-based student grants programme.

Be it further resolved that the "Preamble" to the section titled "Student Loans" be replaced with:

Public student loans programmes are not student-aid plans, but rather are afunding model forpost-secondary
education. They are based on thebelief that the individual isthe primary beneficiary ofapost-secondary
education and should bear the financial burden ofthe cost ofthat education. Furthermore, student loans
programmes typically provide an alibi togovernment and college and university administrators tojustify further
tuition fee increases.
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Insofar as the federal and provincial govemments have chosen toprovide student flnancial assistance inthe
form ofloans rather than needs-based student grants, the Federation supports the following policies on student
loans.

Be it further resolved that the section titled "Student loans" be amended to include:

The Federation opposes debt management measures that tiedebt reduction or'forgivenesS' to:
starling afamily;

- re-locating toisolated, rural orunder-serviced communities; and
- post-graduation professional practice In particular professions orspecialties.

iii. Proposal to Adopt Policy on Portability

2003/05:ND3 MOTION TO ADOr.T POLICY
Local 47/ NBC
Be it resolved that the following poticy be adopted:

PORTABILITY

Preamble:

Over the past two decades, there has been aprolITeration ofInslilutlon-to-lnstltutlon transfer agreements that
are, insome cases, inter-provincial. The increased co-operatlon ofcolleges and universities reflects the
changing role ofpost-secondary education insociety and agreater need forflexible opportunities forretraining,
educational upgrading, and diversity ofcredentials.

Given the substantial differences incredit transfer systems and in the structure ofpost-secondary education
systems between provinces and territories, it isclear that a pan-Canadian system ofcredit transfer must be
built upover time through an initial focus on developing and enhancing strong provincialnerrltorial transfer
systems.

MOBILITY

Preamble:

The evolving characteristics ofthe Canadian college and university student body where students are generally
older, more mobile, and more likely tobe forced by work-related orpersonal reasons toregister inmore than
one institution tocomplete their diploma ordegree work.

Given the changes ineducational advantages that accrue from greater mobility, the changing needs ofthe
student body and the growing need forindividuals toretum topost-secondary education during the course of
their working lives, it is important tofacilitate mobility forindividuals between colleges, between universities,
and between colleges and universities inCanada.

Inaddition, the ability totransfer credits also creates an efficient use ofhuman and institutional resources
students will see a reduction ofeducational costs through the elimination oftime-consuming repetition of
studies. However, in Canada, the difficulties experienced bytransfer students inhaving their previous post
secondary experience recognised inhibit mobility and are damaging tostudents.

Policy:

The Federation supports theintegrity and transferability if course credits between all post-secondary
educational institutions.

The Federation supports the increase ofjoint transfer programs.

The Federation supports the development and impiementation ofaframework forcredit transfer arrangements.

The Federation calls on federai, provincial and territorial govemments toensure that there are nobarriers to
inter-provincial mobility that unreasonably inhibit access.

The Federation opposes quotas on the number ofstudents allowed totransfer from colleges touniversities.

The Federation opposes the downsi~ng and elimination ofuniversity transfer programs atcommunity
colleges.

PAN·CANADIAN PROTOCOL ON THE TRANSFERABILITY OF LEARNING

Preamble

Governments have established colleges and universities assubstantially autonomous bodies where
academic decisions are made by the institutions themselves. As admissions standards and credit recognition
decisions are made by institutions, this means that cooperation between institutions is required tobuild credit
transfer systems within and between provinces and territories.
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Establishing a pan-Canadian protocol on the transferability of learning wouid allow colleges and universities to
identify common standards and interests; encourage dieiogue between institutions and systems that have
tradilionally operated separately; setortarget provincial and national standards; maximise the use of
resources; and increase awareness ofarticulation goals and principles.

Policy

The Federation supports the coordination ofprovincial cradit transfer through the establishment ofapan
Canadian protocoi on transferability of laaming.

The Federation calls upon the Council ofMinisters ofEducation (CMEC) tocoordinate and implement such a
protocol.

The Federation supports the estabiishment ofacommon course numbering system, electronic information
systems, articulation facilitators, and provincial governing boards tooversee credit transfer between public
post-secondary education institutions.

PRIOR-LEARNING ASSESSMENT

Preamble

Prtor leaming assessment and recognilion ofskills acquired outside ofcollege should also be an element of
any pan-Canadian protocol ratified bycolleges and universities. Prtor leaming assessment and recognition
allows an individual toget some form ofrecognition forthe skills and knowledge she orhehas. Prtor leaming
assessment and recognition would give equal value to learning and skills from school, community work, on
thejobtraining and other life expertences. The benefits ofprtor leaming assessment and recognition for
colleges and universities include, a better use oflimited resources, cost-savings for students and assurances
that students can transfer from one place toanother.

Lack ofrecognition ofprior iearning ismost severe with respect toforeign educational attainment and, therefore
has anegative effect on educational and employment opportunities for intemational students, immigrants and
refugees.

Policy

The Federation supports the promotion ofcontinued education and skills upgrading through recognition of
foreign and domestic prtor leaming credentials and credit transfer.

The Federation opposes policies that create an unnecessary duplication ofprior leaming.

The Federation calls on the federal government and the Council ofMinisters ofEducation Canada toestablish
clearly articulated public policies atfederal and provincialfterritoriallevels which support the recognition of
prior leaming and the subsequent programmingffunding forimplementation.

The Federation calls on the Federal govemment toestablish acentral coordinating body togather and
disseminate prior leaming assessment and recognitton information on best practices, research and training.

CLEAR PATHWAYS TO LEARNING

Preamble

Inorder toeffectively plan their educational choices, students need tobe assured that all course work
satisfactortly completed will be considered forrecognition ofcredit should they begranted admission at
another public post-secondary institution. Students also require a process oftransferring from one institution to
another inCanada that will not result inundue additional costs or in the need torepeat essentially equivalent
previous learning experiences.

The lack ofconsistency inthe rules and procedures governing credit transfer among the universities, and at
times within an institution, leads to substantial confusion forthe student and often results in inconsistencies in
the recognition ofcredits.

Policy

The Federation calls on the Council ofMinisters ofEducation Canada toprovide clear pathways forstudents
byensurtng that postsecondary institutions provide accurate and timely information tostudents inadvance of
transfer.

The Federation calls for the establishment ofaconsistent system by all colleges and universities tocalculate,
record, and retain the graduating orfinal-year GPA forstudents.

The Federation calls upon the Council ofMinisters ofEducation Canada toencourage the development of
arm's-length agencies topromote cooperation and credit transfer between colleges and universities. The
steering committees ofthese agencies shouid include democratically selected and accountable student
representation.
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iv. Proposal to Amend Policy on Pan-Canadian Principles

MOTION TO AMEND POLICY A / r-C
Local 471 IV C

Whereas in its proposed Post-Secondary Education Act, the Canadian Association of
University Teachers calls for "the establishment of national principles setting standards for the
provision of post-secondary education" and proceeds to outline those principles; and

Whereas the Federation has endorsed CAUT's Post-Secondary Education Act; and

Whereas the Federation has eXisting policy entitled "Pan-Canadian Principles" that includes
most, but not all of the principles outline by CAUT; therefore

Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on called "Pan-Canadian Principles" be
amended to include:

Collegial Governance: Post-secondary education institutions should begoverned inacollegial manner that
includes meaningful and effective representetion from faculty and students.

Academic Freedom: Assure protection ofthe principle oflreeand independent academic inquiry and the
academic and intellectuai autonomy ofpost-secondary institutions.

v. Proposal to Participate in International Day of Action and Strike against the FTAA

MOTION
Local 91/Local 83 C C
Whereas the Federation has endorsed the international campaign to stop both the Free Trade
Area of the Americas and General Agreement on Trade in Services agreements for the
negative effects they will have on our education system, as well as on social, environmental
and labour standards throughout the Americas and the world;

Be it resolved that the Federation endorse the Intemational Days of Action and Strike against
the Free Trade Area of the Americas taking place November 20-23 2003, in conjunction with the
Free Trade Area of the Americas meetings in Miami, Florida;

Be it further resolved that provincial components be encouraged to organise local participation
in this campaign; and

Be it further resolved that the Federation offer support to provincial components as needed for
this campaign, such as providing relevant educational materials.

vi. Proposal to Promote homes4students.com

2003/0S:N06

2003/0S:N07

MOTION
Local 181 00
Whereas homes4students, the Federation's online housing service, was created because there
is a vacuum in online housing services for students; and

Whereas homes4students is the Federation's newest programme; and

Whereas it is important to promote all Federation programmes, particularly those programmes
that are new; and

Whereas member local associations are responsible for promoting the programmes of the
Federation; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to promote homes4students in student day
planners; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to include links to the
homes4students on their websites.

MOTION
Local 18/ oD
Whereas it is important to promote homes4students to renters; and

Whereas campus housing centres are high traffic areas for students seeking housing; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to foster Iinkslties with off-campus housing
centres in order to promote homes4students.com.
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vii. Proposal to Adopt Acceptable Partnerships Practice

2003/0s:N08

2003/0s:N09

viii.

2003/0s:N10

MOTION
Local 051 () D
Whereas the Federation has endorsed the "six bucks sucks" campaign; therefore

Be it resolved that no partnerships exist with companies or organisations that contradict
Federation campaigns.

MOTION
Local 051 0 tJ
Whereas partnerships with companies or organisations that disregard the rights of women, the
disabled, first nations, queer people or other marginalized groups should not be endorsed; and

Whereas partnerships wtth companies or organisations that create products that are harmful to
people or the environment, or depend on harmful methods of production should not be
endorsed; therefore

Be it resolved that no partnerships exist with companies or organizations that contradict the
Federation's Policy, By-laws or mission statement.

Proposals to Amend Bylaw I

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS0 D
Local 781

Whereas Section 2 of Bylaw I-Membership describes in part the Federation's membership
application process; and

Whereas Section of 4 of Bylaw I also deals with the membership application process; and

Whereas it would be clearer and more straightforward if all language about the membership
application process was consolidated in one section of the Bylaw; therefore

Be it resolved that Section 4 of Bylaw I-Membership be removed and that Sections 1 and 2 of
Bylaw I-Membership be amended to read as follows:

1. Types of Memberships

General Description: There are two types ofmembers ofthe Federation, indlviduai members and voting
members. Students, orindividual members, are represented Ihrough the local student association to
which they beiong. Local student associations representing individuai members are called voting
members.
a. Local student associations are eligible toreceive the status ofvoting members inthe Federation as

provided forinByiaw I,Section 2, and 3i
b. Individual members ofthe Federation wlll be all students inlocal student associations that are

voting members.

2. Types of Voting Membership Slatus

a. Full Membership
General Description: Full membership isthe standard form ofmembership inthe Federation.
i. A local association iseligible toapply forfull membership inthe Federation if itsmembers

have approved byreferendum membership inthe Canadian Federation ofStudents, Canadian
Federation ofStudents-Services and the applicable provincial component asdescribed in
Bylaw VII-Provincial Components;

ii. Awritten application for full membership submitted byan eligible local student association
will be considered as abinding contract toaccept the rights and responsibilities offull
membership inthe Canadian Federation ofStudents, Canadian Federation ofStudents
Services and the applicable provincial component.

iii. Within gO days ofthe receipt by the National Executive ofawritten application for full
membership, the National Executive wlll examine the application tosee whether it isin order,
and will make arecommendation tothevoting members ofthe Federation concerning the
application.

iv. Atthenext general meeting ofthe Federation, the full membership appiication shall be put to
avote and shall require amajority ofat least two-thirds ofthe votes cast tobe accepted.

v. A local association's application for membership, once accepted bythe Federation, shali
constitute a binding contract tocollect and remit tothe Federation full membership fees for the
duration ofthe membership;
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vi. Not wnhstanding Section 2.a.vii. ofthis Bylaw, the fees forfull member local associations
shall be:

$3.00 per semester, or$6.00 per academic year, per local assoctation individual member of
the Canadian Federation atStudents/Canadian Federation ofStudents-Services, pro-rated
asper the policy ofthe member locai assoctation; and
the applicable provincial component fee.

vii. Beginning in1996, the Federation membership fee shall increase on August 1 each year by
the rate ofincrease inthe nationai Consumer Price Index during the previous calendar year.

b. Prospective Membership

General Description: Prospective membership isatrial membership oflimited duration.
i. A local student association iseiigibie to apply forprospective membership if it has passed a

motion ofitsmembers, executive, council orequivalent representative body toapply for
prospective membership inthe Federation and itsapplicable provincial component as
described inBylaw VII-Provincial Components;

ii. Awritten application forprospective membership submitted by an eiigible local student
association will be considered as abinding contract to accept the rights and responsibiiities
ofprospective membership inthe Canadian Federation ofSludents, Canadian Federation of
Students-Services and the applicable provincial component.

iii. Wnhin 90 days ofthe receipt bythe National Executive ofawritten application forprospective
membership, the National Executive will examine the application tosee whether it is inorder,
and will make arecommendation tothe voting members ofthe Federation concerning the
application.

iv. Atthe next general meeting ofthe Federation, the prospective membership application shall
be put toavote and shall require amajority ofatleast two-thirds ofthe votes cast tobe
accepted.

v, A local student association's application forprospective membership, once accepted by the
Federation, shall constitute a binding contract topay prospective membership fees, as
described inSection 2 b-vi, and conduct afull membership referendum, as described in
Section 2 b-viii;

vi. The fee forprospective membership inthe Federation shall be five per cent (5%) ofthe reguiar
Federation membership fee, notwithstanding that the fee may be reduced orwaived by a
majority vote ofanational general meeting orthe National Executive;

vii. A prospective member association shall have full voting rights inFederation national general
meetings, but shall not be permitted III designate aproxy tovote on itsbehalf, and shall have
the same access toFederation resources and materials, except the International Student
Identity Cand, that afull member association has;

viii. A prospective member association must hold a referendum on full membership inthe
Federation, in accordance with Section 5 ofthis Bylaw, within five (5) months following its
acceptance as aprospective member unless an extension isgranted by the National
Executive ofthe Federation;

ix. In the event that the majority ofthose voting inthe referendum support full membership inthe
Federation, full membership will be granted atthe subsequent nationai general meeting, at
which point prospective membership shall cease;

x. In the event that the majority ofthose voting In the referendum oppose full membership inthe
Federation, prospective membership will immediately cease;

xi. In the event that the referendum fails to achieve quorum, prospective membership will be
automatically extended and another referendum on full membership will be held within the
SUbsequent six (6) months inaccordance with Section 5ofthis Bylaw; and

xii. In the event that aprospective member fails toconduct areferendum on full membership as
required by this Bylaw, the Federetion shall have the option toeither cancel orextend, by
majority vote ofa national general meeting, the prospective membership until a referendum on
full membership isconducted.

Be it further resolved that all subsequent sections of Bylaw I be re-numbered accordingly.

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS
Locai 78/

Whereas Section 5 of Bylaw I-Membership was adopted in 1998; and

Whereas over twenty membership referenda have now been conducted using the procedures
established in Section 5 of Bylaw I; and



PAGE 10 - OPENING PLENARY AGENDA
43rd Semi-Annual National General Meeting of the Canadian Federation of Students
Thursday, May 15 to Sunday, May 18, 2003

Whereas the experience from those referenda have served to identify areas in which the
procedures need to be modified and improved; therefore

Be it resolved that Section 5 of Bylaw i-Membership be amended to read as follows:

5. Vote to Federate
Inaccordance with Section 2ofthis Bylaw, the foliowing shali be the rules and procedures fora
referendum inwhich the individual members ofa prospective member local association vote on fuli
membership inthe Federation:

a. Scheduling of the Referendum
The referendum will bescheduied bythe prospective member associalion in consultation with the
Federation.

b. Referendum Oversight Committee
The referendum shali be overseen byacommittee, composed oflwo (2) members appointed by the
prospective local association and lwo (2) members appointed by the Federation, that shali be
responsible for:
i. establishing the notice requirements forthe referendum inaccordance with Section 5-c ofthis

Byiaw and ensuring that notice isposted.
ii. establishing the campaign period inaccordance with Section 5-d ofthis Byiaw.
iii. approving ali campaign materials inaccordance with Section 5-e ofthis Bylaw and removing

campaign materiais that have not been approved;
iv. deciding the number and location ofpolling stations;
v. setting the hours ofvoting inaccordance with Section 5-fofthis Bylaw;
vi. overseeing ali aspects ofthe voting;
vii. counting the baliots foliowing voling; and
viii. establishing ali other rules and regulations forthe referendum.

c. Notice oftheReferendum
Notice ofthe referendum, that inciudes the referendum question and voting dates, shali be provided
tothe individual members ofthe prospective member association no less than lwo weeks prior to
voting inthe referendum.

d. Campaigning
i. There shali be no less than ten (10) days on which campaigning ispermitted, during which

ciasses are insession, immediateiy preceding and during voting; and
ii. Oniy individual members and representatives ofthe prospective member association,

representatives ofthe Federation and representatives ofthe Federation member local
associations shali be permitted toparticipate inthe campaign.

e. Campaign Materials
i. Campaign materials shali inciude ali materials developed specificaliy for the referendum

campaign.
ii. Materials produced byFederation that promote Federation the campaigns and services ofthe

Federalion shali not be considered as campaign materials unless they inciude specific
content about the referendum.

iii. The Federation website shali not be considered acampaign material unless it inciudes
specific content about the referendum.

iv. The Federation's annual report, financiai statements, research and submissions to
government shali not be considered acampaign matedal.

v. Campaign materials shali not be misleading, potentialiy libelous orfalse.

f. Voting and Tabulation
i. Voting shali be conducted atvoting stations or, subject toagreement belween the prospective

member association and the Federation, atageneral meeting ofthe prospective member
association orbya mail-out baliot.

ii. There shali be no less than sixteen (16) hours ofpoliing over no less lhan lwo(2) days,
except inthe case ofvoting being conducted atageneral meeting.

iii. Unless mutualiy agreed otherwise bythe prospective member association and the Federation,
the referendum question shali be: "Are you in favour ofmembership in the Canadian
Federation ofStudents."

iv. inthe event that polling isconducted atageneral meeting, representatives ofthe Federalion
and Federation member local associations shali be extended full speaking rights inthe
meeting;

v. The prospective member association and the Federation shali each appoint one poli clerk for
each poliing station.
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vi. The prospective member essocietion and the Federation shall each bepermitted toappoint
one scrutineer tooversee the counting ofballots.

g. Appeals
Any appeals ofthe referendum results orrulings by the Referendum Oversight Committee shall be
adjudicated by an Appeals Committee composed ofone (1) member appointed bythe prospective
member association and one (1) member appointed bythe Federation.

200310S:N12 MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS
Local 991

Be il resolved Ihal Bylaw 1, Section 5, enlitled "Vole to Federale" be replaced in full wilh Ihe
following lext.

5. Vote10 Federate

The individual member ofa prospective students association may vote on becoming full members in the
Federation, subject 10the follOWing rules and procedures:

a. Notice
i. All notioes issued byeither the students' association shall be delivered byregistered mail to

Ihe head office ofthe Federation.
ii. All notices issued bythe Referendum Committee shall be delivered byregistered mail tothe

head office ofthe Federation, and ofthe students' association,
iii. The following notioe shall be issued bythe students' association nolater than two (2) months

after the request forProspective membership. The Federation shall be notified atleast two (2)
weeks inadvance ofthe date, time, and location ofthe first meeting inapossible series of
meetings between the students' association and the Federation tojointiy appoint the
members ofIheReferendum committee.

iv. The following notioes must be given to the student association's membership:
a, Notioe ollhevote tofederate must be posted one (1) month before the campaign period

forduration oftwo (2) weeks. The following information shall be included on the notice:
1. Parties orindividuals interested in forming an official "No' campaign can contact

the Referendum Committee;
2. method ofobtaining referendum materiais, including:

Federation By-Laws;
Students' association By-Laws;
Compromises 10by-laws, as determined by 5.d.viii;
All rules ofthe referendum;
Any other materials relevant tothe referendum;

3, the dates ofthe campaign period;
4, the dates ofthe voting petiod;
5. the names and contact information ofthe Referendum Committee,

b. Notice ofthe referendum question and other ballot information must beposted atleast
two (2) weeks before the campaign period begins for duration oftwo (2)weeks. The
following information shall be included on the notice:
1. lheofficial question;
2. the dates ofcampaign period;
3 the dates and time ofvoting;
4, the location(s) of polling station(s);
5. the contact information ofthe Referendum Committee,

c. Notioe ofthe referendum results shall be issued immediately after the results ofthe vote
are known, and should be posted forduration oftwo (2) weeks, The following
information shall be included on the notice:
1. the official question;
2. the number ofspoiled ballots, rejected ballots, "Yes" votes, "No" votes,

'Abstain' voles, total number ofvoters, and total number ofpotential voters;
3, the release date forfinal report ofthe Referendum Committee
4. the deadline forsubmitting appeals about the referendum process toIhestudents'

association, which shall be noearlier than one (1) week after Iherelease ofthe
final report ofthe Referendum Commitiee;

5, the official ofthestudents' association towhom allappeals can be directed;

L n
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6 the date, time and location ofthe meeting forwhich the students' association shall
ruie onall appeals and ratify the results ofthe referendum.

b. Campaigning
i. There shall benoless than three (3) weeks ofcampaigning immediately preceding the voting

during which classes are insession;
ii. Campaigning shall include a public forum regarding the vote tofederate and related issues.

The forum shall include both campaigns, "Yes" and 'No", pending formation ofan official
'No" campaign.

iii. Only individual members and representatives ofthe students' association, representatives of
the Federation member local associations shall bepermitted toparticipate inthe "Yes"
campaign.

iv. Individuals who would like toform an official 'No" campaign may do so. Notice, inthe form of
aletter, must begiven tothe Referendum Committee expressing such an interest.

v. Campaigning is allowed on the days ofvoting, however absolutely no campaign material may
be within fifty (50) metres ordirect sight ofthe polling station(s).

c. Voting
i. Voting shall be conducted atvoting stations or, subject tothe agreement ofthe Federation, at

ageneral meeting ofthe students' association orbya mail out ballot.
ii. There shall be noless than sixteen (16) hours ofpolling over no less than two (2) days,

except inthe case ofvoting being conducted atageneral meeting.
iii. Inthe event that polling isconducted atageneral meeting, representatives of the Federation

and Federation member local associations shall be extended full speaking rights inthe
meeting.

iv. Quorum forthe vote shall be that ofthe students' association orfive percent (5%) ofthe
members ofthe students' association, whichever ishigher.

d. Administering the Campaign
i. AReferendum Committee shall be comprised ofthree (3) students who are members ofthe

students' association and have no direct affiliation with students' association orthe
Federation.

ii. The members the Referendum committee shall bejointly appointed by the Federation and the
students' association, as outlined in5.a.iii.

iii. Acommittee chair shall be selected from the three (3) appointed committee members. The
chair shall coordinate the business ofand preside atall meetings ofthe Referendum
committee.

iv. The formation ofthe referendum committee shall include a"Yes' campaign contribution of
$2000 tobeheld intrust bythe committee. The $2000 shall be made available inthe form of
reimbursements to the official "No" campaign inexchange forexpense receipts,

v. An official "No" campaign can form any time prior tothe voting period ofthe referendum,
vi. The Referendum Committee shall be empowered by the Federation toadminister the

referendum on its behalf.
vii. The students' association must empower the Referendum Committee toadminister the

referendum on itsbehalf prior tothe notice required in5.a.lv.
viii. Any compromises that must be made toeither the Fedenalion by-laws orthe students'

association by-laws shall be decided upon before the notice ofthe referendum isserved, as
outlined in5.a.lv. The Referendum Committee shall be empowered tomake these
compromises, as required by5.d,vi. and vii.

lx. Within the confines ofthe referendum, the principles ofdemocracy must be upheld. As such,
the Referendum Committee must:
a. remain independent and non-partisanship, while exhibiting professionalism;
b. be non-political but capable ofoperating inapolitical environment;
c. be designated toserve the voters by providing them with the highest quality service;
d. enable voters to exercise their rights wnh the least possible inconvenience;
e. demonstrate respect forbylaws and resolutions ofthe Federation and the students'

association, and make fair, well-informed compromises when discrepancies exist;
f. provide reimbursements for 'No" campaign expenses, subject to5.d.iv;
g. discuss and rule on allissues, complaints and appeais arising from the referendum,

x. The Referendum committee shall be responsible for:
a. deciding the manner ofvoting, be that by referendum, general meeting ormail out ballot;
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b, approving all materials tobe distributed;
c. deciding the ballot question;
d, overseeing the voting;
e. deciding the number and location 01 polling stations;
f. counting ballots;
g, adjudicating all appeais;
h, establishing all otherrules and regulations forthe vote;
i. issuing public reports descnbing all business that has been and stiii needs tobe

conducted by the Referendum Committee. Such reports shall be issued tothe students'
association and the Federation prior toreieasing the notice required by5,a.iv,a,
following the counting 01 the ballots, and tollowing adjudication ofall referendum
appeals, The final report must comprehensively describe the referendum process and all
decisions ofthe committee,

xi, $250 honoraria shall be provided toeach ofthe non-chair Referendum Committee members
upon release oflhe final report. The chair ofthe Referendum Committee shall receive $500
upon release ofthe final report, All honoraria shall be paid by the federation,

xii. Allexpenses ofthe Referendum Committee shall be paid forby the students' association,

e. Ratification
l. Following the reiease ofthe final report ofthe Referendum Committee, the students'

association shall ratify the results ofthe referendum, Appeals ofthe decisions made by the
Referendum Committee shall be adjudicated bythe students' association prior toratifying the
results ofthe referendum,

ii. Ifastudents' association membership has approved membership in the Federation through
the referendum, then immediateiy following ratification ofthe referendum results by the
students' association, the students' association shall issue a request tothe Federation forfull
membership inthe Federation,

iii. The Federation shall accept orreject the students' associations request forfull membership at
the first annual general meeting ofthe Federation following such request. The final report of
the Referendum Committee shall be made available toall member locals of the Federation in
a responsible time prior tothe acceptance orrejection ofthe request.

lv, FollOWing the decision ofthe Federation on the requestfor full membership, the students'
association shall be notified ofthe decision in writing, Should the Federation accept the
request, the students' association shall have assumed the privileges and responsibilities of
full membership inthe Federation

v, Prospective membership shall seize upon issuing the response ietter regarding full
mem bership,

and,

Be it further resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.v. be amended to read:

2. Types of Voting Membership Status

b. Prospective Membership

v. A prospective member association must hold areferendum on full membership in the
Federation, inaccordance with Section 5 ofthis Bylaw,

and,

Be it further resolved that Byiaw 1, Section 2.b.vi. and vii. be deieted, and subsequent sub
sections be renumbered.

b. Moticm Submitted by Nova Scotia Component

The following motionwas submitted by the Nova Scotia component with due notice for consideration at
this meeting.

2003/05:N13 MOTION ('C
Local 11/Local 7

Whereas the Council of Ministers of Education Canada is deliberating linking designation of
institutions for student ioan purposes to student loan default rates;

i
,-,' Whereas a poiicy of de-designation wouid lead to students in many programs and/or institutions

becoming ineligible for student ioans; and
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Whereas this policy would have a negative impact both on accessibility and on the ability of
institutions to offer programs; therefore

Be it resolved that a fact sheet be produced on de-designation;

Be it further resolved that a letter be written to the Council of Ministers of Education Canada
outlining the Federation's opposition to the policy; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to seek endorsements from local
faculty associations, university and college senates and education councils, Boards of
Governors, and other coalition partners for the Federation's position opposing de-designation.

c. Motion Submitted by Caucuses

i. Proposal Submitted by National Graduate Caucus

The following motion was submittedby the NationalGraduateCaucuswith due noticefor
consideration at this meeting. It will require a mover and seconder in the openingplenary.

2003/05:N14 MOTION TO ADOPT POLICY N f C
Be it resolved that the following policy be adopted:

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Preamble:
Knowledge, as perceived bythe Canadian Federation ofStudents, should be a 'social good" which allows
the widest distribution of infonnation inorder tobenefit, improve and advance society as awhole. As a result,
the Federation continues toadvocate the basic principles ofpost secondary education based on the concept
offree access toeducation, open inquiry and the wide spread and free dissemination ofknowledge within an
open and pluralistic environment ofopinions.

The Federation acknowledges that intellectual property may take many fonns that include but are not limited to
appiications, artistic creations (inclusive ofgames, media, internet and technology based applications),
methods, ideas and inventions which will be referred to in this document as creation, idea and/or invention.

Understanding that there may be potential tocapitalize on ideas, creations and inventions tothe benefit ofthe
creator/inventor and the community ingeneral and keeping mindful that the university isapublicly funded
institution, the Federation advocates forthe right ofthe creatornnventor tohave an infonned and protected
interest inthe distribution offunds and infonnation dissemination that may resull from the creation, idea and/or
invention.

With respect tothe legal implications invoiving creations, inventions and ideas, the Federation acknowledges
the legal distinctions within copyright and patent laws but does not condone the movement ofcreations, ideas
and inventions from the public and social realm toprivate enterprise forexploITation atthe expense ofthe
creator/inventor and nor does itcondone the potential expense and/or dangers that it may have on the social
significance, social wellare and general contribution tothe knowledge pool.

Poticy:

The Federation supports intellectual property policies atpublic institutions that:
apply to all forms and all stages ofresearch, scholarly and artistic WOrk;

. applies equally toall researchers including faculty, staff and students;
promote the dissemination ofknOWledge as its primary goal; and
recognize that researchers are entitled torecognITion inproportion totheir contribution toresearch,
including but not limited tosubsequent papers and materials reSUlting from such research.

The Federation opposes intellectual property polices ofpublic institutions that restrict the timely disclosure of
research, scholarly and artist work inapublic forum.

The Federation acknowledges the need forconfidentially agreements between researchers but opposes non
disclosure agreements that restrict public access toresearch, scholarly and artistic work.

The Federation encourages all public post-secondary institutions todevelop intellectual property policies.

ii. Proposal Submitted by National Aboriginal Caucus

The following motion was submilled by the Aboriginal Caucus with due noticefor consideration at
this meeting. It will requirea moverand seconder in the opening plenary.
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2003/0S:N1S MOTION 0 D
Be it resolved that the portion of the common handbook pertaining to the Aboriginal Caucus be
expanded to include the history of the Caucus and its current campaigns.

d. Motions Served Notice at the Previous National General Meeting

The following motions were served notice at the previous national generalmeeting for consideration at this
meeling.

t, Proposal to Develop Campaign on Post-Secondary Education Act

2003/0S:N16 MOTION ~

Local 32/Local 44 N t; C
Whereas the Federation committed at the May 2002 general meeting to a campaign of
"reducing fees until they are free"; and

Whereas the Federation has committed to the establishment of a "national system of
standards of post-secondary education" including "a Universal Post-Secondary Education Act";
therefore

Be it resolved that a nationally focused and provincially coordinated campaign for the
establishment of a "Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act" be launched; and

Be it further resolved that the proposed Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act include
five criteria analogous to the Canada Health Act, namely:
i. Public Administration: that the administration of the post-secondary education system of a

province or territory must be carried out on a non-profit basis by a public authority;
ii. Comprehensiveness: that a full range of programmes and courses, representing a

diversity of knowledge and experience, be available at all post-secondary institutions;
iii. Universality: that all persons in the province or territory must be entitled to public post

secondary education on uniform terms and conditions;
iv. Portability: that access to post-secondary education programmes must be maintained

when a person moves or travels within Canada or travels outside the country; and
v. Accessibility: that all residents of Canada are ensured access to post-secondary

education, unimpeded by financial or other barriers, without direct fees, and wilh grant
based financial support to cover cost of living and study expenses.

ii. Proposal to Amend Term 'Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered'

2002/11:017 MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS. STANDING RESOLUTIONS. AND POLICY
Local 05/Local 61 0 D
Be it resolved that the term "Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered" be replaced with the word
"Queer" in all Bylaws, Standing Resolutions and Policies.

iii. Proposal to Support Students' Right to Education

2002/11 :087 MOTION
Local 98/Local 91 CC
Be it resolved that support for the rights of Palestinian students to have access to education,
freedom, and self-determination be communicated to the Canadian government;

Be it further resoived that a letter be written to the Canadian government that condemns the
Israeli government's closure of Palestinian universities and it's prevention of students' travel to
and from these universities;

Be it further resolved that the letter call for a reversal of these inhumane policies while also
expressing solidarity with students in Palestine;

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to send sirnilar leiters.
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13. INTRODUCTION OF ANTI·HARASSMENT ADVISOR FOR THE GENERAL MEETING

The Federation strives to create an environment at its national general meetings that is free of harassment. At
each national general meeting the Federation employs an anti-harassment advisor who is available on a 24
hour basis to assist delegates.

At this time the Anti-Harassment Advisor will provide a brief orientation to the Federation's harassment policy
as described in the policy manual.

14. PRESENTATION BY THE FEDERATION'S STAFF RELATIONS OFFICER

National Treasurer Jess Turk-Browne, who serves as the Federation Staff Reiations Officer, will make a brief
presentation on the collective agreement between the Federation and its employees as it pertains to the rights
and responsibilities of the employees at national general meetings.

15. OTHER BUSINESS

16. RECESS
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