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OPENING PLENARY MINUTES

43" Semi-Annual National General Meeting

Canadian Fedetation of Students/Canadian Federation of Students-Services
Thursday, May 15 to Sunday, May 18, 2003 — Ottawa

CALL TO ORDER—Thursday, May 15, 2003

15:46 the meeting was called to order by Nationat Chairperson lan Boyko.

1. ATTENDANCE ROLL CALL

Local 75
Local 05
Local 73
Local 18
Local 33
Local 76
Local 26
Local 61
Local 13
Local 72
Local 66
Local 03

Local 86
Local 04
Local 23
Local 89
Local 44

‘Local 42
Local 21

Local 09

Camosun College Student Society

Capilano Students’ Union

City Centre Students’ Union

Douglas Students’ Union

Emily Carr Students’ Union

King Edward Students’ Union

Kwantlen Siudent Association

Mataspina Students’ Union

Coliege of New Caledonia Students' Association

North Island Students’ Association

Northwest Community College Students’ Association
Okanagan University College Students’ Association-Kelowna
Okanagan University College Students’ Association-Penticton
College of the Rockies Students’ Union

Selkirk Students’ Association

Simon Fraser Students' Society

University of Victoria Graduate Siudents' Society

University of Victoria Students' Society

Alberta College of Art and Design Students’ Association
University of Calgary Graduate Students' Association

University of Regina Students’ Union

Local 101 University of Saskatchewan Graduate Students' Association

Local 90

Local 37
Local 96
Local 38

Local 08

Local 82
Local 28
Local 78
Local 01
Local 92
Local 93
Local 54
Local 62
Local 32
Local 30
Local 88

~ Local 20
Local 25
~ Local 94
Local 27
Local 24
Local 85

Saskatchewan Indian Federated College Students’ Association

Brandon University Students’ Union

University of Manitoba Graduate Students’ Association
Association des étudiantes et étudiants du Coliége universitaire
de Saint-Boniface _ .
University of Winnipeg Students’ Association

Algoma University Students’ Association

Atkinson Students’ Association

Carleton University Graduate Students’ Association
Carleton University Students’ Association

Student Association of George Brown College
Glenden College Students' Uinion

University of Guelph Central Student Association
University of Guelph Graduate Students’ Association
Lakehead University Student Union

Laurentian University Students' General Association

Association des étudiantes et étudiants francophones de I'Universiié

Laurentienne

Nipissing University Student Union

Ontario College of Art and Design Studenis’ Union
University of Oftawa Graduate Students’ Association

Queen’s University Society of Graduate and Frofessional Students

Ryerson Students’ Administrative Council
Saint Paul University Students’ Association
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Local 98 Scarborough Campus Students’ Union Present
Local 18 University of Toronto Graduate Students’ Union Present
Local 97 University of Toronto Association of Pari-Time Undergraduate Students Present
Local 88 University of Toronto Students’ Administrative Council Present
Local 71 Trent Central Student Asscciation | Present
Local 47 University of Western Ontario Society of Graduate Students - Present
Local 56 Wilfrid Laurier University Graduate Students’ Association Present-by-proxy
Local 48 University of Windsor Graduate Students’ Society Present
Local 49 University of Windsor Students’ Alliance Present
Local 68 York Federafion of Studenis Present
Local 84 York University Graduate Students’ Association Present
Local 81 Concordia Student Union Absent
Local 83 Concordia University Graduate Students” Union Present
Local 79 Post-Graduate Students’ Society of McGill Present
Local 64 Acadia Students’ Union Absent
Local 95 University College of Cape Breton Studenis’ Union ] Present
Local 11 University of King's College Society of the Students’ Union Presert
Local 34 Mount Saint Vincent University Students’ Union Present
Local 07 Student Union of the Nova Scatia College of Art and Design Present
Local 69 Association générale des étudiant-e-s de 'Universiié Sainte-Anne Present
Local 63 Holland College Student Union Absent
Local 70 University of Prince Edward Island Graduate Student Association Absent
Local 31 University of Prince Edward Island Student Union Present
Local 36 Grenfell College Student Union : Present
Local 45 Marine institute Students’ Unicn Present
Local 100 Graduate Students’ Union of the Memorial University of Newfoundland Present
Local 35 Memorial University Students’ Union Present
Local 46 College of the North Atlantic Studsnts’ Association Present

National Chairperson lan Boyko deciared that quorum had been achieved.

2. WELCOMING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTIONS

Boyko welcomed delegates to the 43™ semi-annual general meeting. He welcomed Vice President Community
and Govemment Affairs for the Students’ Socisty of McGill University Brianna Hersey as a guest to the
meseting. He said that three guesis from the Fédération étudiante universitaire du Québec would also be
present for part of the mesting on Friday, May 16.

Boyko said that 22 years earlier, delegates from studenis’ unions from acroés Canada came together at
Carleton University to form the Canadian Federation of Students. He said that they did so because they had
known that to make progress students had to work together. He noted that 208 delegates were in attendance
at the meating, making it the largest general mesting in the recent history of the Federation.

Boyko welcomed the Federation’s newest members: Memorial Graduate Students’ Association, University of
Saskatchewan Graduate Students’ Union, Okanagan University College Students’ Assaciation-Kelowna and
Okanagan University College Students’ Association-Penticton. He also welcomed the Northem Lighis
Students’ Association as a prospective member local association of the Federation.

Boyko said that the Federation’s growth in the past year had not been limited to membership growth. He said
that the services the Federation offered members were growing and improving. He said that the National
Student Health Network, the online housing site, homes4students, Studentsaver and the common handbook
project were all examples of how the services had improved.

Boyko said that the general meeting was not a conference where delegates were passive participanis. He
explained that, as delegates, individuals were there to make decisions — to vote on the issues - that would
shape the Federation in the coming months and years. He said that the meeting was also an opportunity to
learn from each other and from people who were experts in their fields. He provided an overview of the
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workshops that would be provided at the meeting. He said that two senior political leaders who had been
supportive of the Federation’s cause and goals would also attend the meeting: Newfoundland and Labrador
Premier Roger Grimes and federal New Democratic Party leader Jack Layton. He said that the goal of the
workshops and guest speakers was to inform the decisions and deliberations at what would be a busy and
intense meeting. ’ '

Bovyko said that on Monday, May 12 the Alberta government introduced a 100-page bill called “The Post- -
Secondary Leaming Act’. He said that Bill 43 would make studenis’ unions accountable to the province's
Minister of Learning. He said that on an annual basis, councils of students’ unions would be required to submit
the audits to boards of govemnors for review. He said that boards of governors could forward the audit to the
Minister and request an investigation. He explained that if an investigator objected to the activities of the
union, the Minister could fire the elscted council members of the union, and replace it with an appointed
administrator to be paid from the union’s funds at a rate determined by the Minister. He said that the second
worrisome aspect of the legislation was that academic workers, including instructors, teaching assistants
and, likely, research assistants would be prohibited from striking — and from encouraging a strike.

Boyko said that without autonomy — without the free will to act in the best interest of students’ union members
— and be true to the values of the students’ union without fear of reprisal, the student movement would not be
an effective voice. He said that in a modern democracy nothing was more important than the rights of
individuals to coliectively organise.

Bovko said that in the coming days there would be a great deal of work to do on many issues. He wished
delegates a productive and invigorating meeting. \ .-

RATIFICATION OF PLENARY SPEAKER

Boyko explained that the National Executive was recommending that Sylvia Sioufi be ratified as the Plenary
Speaker. He said that Sioufi had a long history of involvement with the Federation, having served as an

" elected director and as a researcher for the Federation. He said that Sioufi had chaired Federation national

general meetings on several previous occasions.

2003/05:001 MOTION

Local 19/Local 24

Be it resolved that Sylvia Sioufi be ratified as the plenary speaker of the May 2003 national general
meeting. :
CARRIED

Sioufi provided a brief overview of Robert's Rules, the system of meeting rules and procedures that the
Federation employs for plenary sessions, plenary sub-committee meetings and caucus meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROXIES

Sioufi announced that:

- Local 30-Laurentian University Students' General Association had designated Local 82-Algoma University
Students’ Association as the proxy for the general meeting (Appendix 1);

- Local 88-Association des étudiantes et étudiants francophones de I'Université Laurentienne had designated
Local 82-Algoma University College Students’ Union as the proxy for the general meeting (Appendix 2);

- Local 56-Wilfrid Laurier Graduate Students’ Association had designated Local 47-University of Western
Ontario Society of Graduate Students as the proxy for the general meeting (Appendix 3);

- Local 62-University of Guelph Graduate Students’ Association had designated Local 47-University of
Western Ontario Society of Graduate Students as the proxy for the general meeting (Appendix 4); and

- Local 20-Nipissing University Students’ Union had designated Local 32-Lakehead University Students’ Union
as the proxy for the general meeting (Appendix 5).

ADOPTION OF PLENARY AGENDA

2003/05:002 MOTION

Local 73/Local 18
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Be it resolved that the agenda for the plenary be adopted.
CARRIED

6. ADOPTION OF NATIONAIL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA

2003/05:003 MOTION -
Local 03/Local 49

Be it resolved that the agenda for the general meeting be adopted.

Local 97 delegate Chris Ramsarocop said that Standing Resolution #3, Workshop Rules and Procedures
required that at each semi-annual general meeting a minimum of six hours of time be allocated for workshops,
forums, and or panel discussions that addressed issues of oppression and social justice. He said that the
general meeting agenda did not appear to include a workshop of that nature.

National Deputy Chairperson James Pratt said that it was the intention of the National Executive to include a
workshop that focused on the development and implementation of anti-racist policies and practices in an
academic environment. He said that the National Executive had contacted a well known University of Toronto
faculty member, Keren Braithwaite, who had an extensive history developing and implementing anti-racist
policies. He said that unfortunately she was unavailable. He said that the National Executive had then
contacted a second potential presenter who was also unavailable.

Ramsaroop asked if it would be feasible to amend the agenda to include such a workshop.

Pratt said that it would be very difficult to secure a facilitator with such short notice.

National Treasurer Jess Turk-Browne said that member locals could assess the development and

implementation of anti-oppression paolicies at each institution during provincial component meetings.
2003/05:003 CARRIED

7. ADOPTION OF NATIONAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Pilenary Speaker Sylvia Sioufi said that the May 2002 and November 2002 national general meeting minutes
were being translated into French. She said that once the transtation was complete, the minutes would be
distributed and adopted in the closing plenary session.
2003/05:004 MOTION TO POSTPONE
Local 61/Local 01
Be it resolved that the adoption of the May 2002 and November 2002 national general mesting
minutes be postponed to the closing plenary.
CARRIED

8. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

Boyko said that, as per Bylaw V, Section 2 f_, the National Executive would be presenting a report to the
plenary detailing the work of the Federation undertaken since the previous national general meeting.

Boyko, Turk-Browne and Prati highlighted sections of the written report.

Local 98 delegate Juiia Munk asked if there was any consideration given to identifying accommodation that
was accessible for students with disabilities on the Federation’s new online housing servics,
homes4students.com.

Turk-Browne said that the website included a number of options including the ability to identify which
accommodation was accessible for people with disabilities.

Lacal 54 delegate Dave Hauch asked why major communications conglomerates like Bell Canada and Rogers
Cable Television had been permitted to advertise on the homes4siudents.com site. He said that companies
like Bell Canada monopolised the industry and the Federation should not assist them by allowing them to
advertise on the Federation's website.
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Turk-Browne said that when the Federation initiatied a new program it incurred a number of costs. She said
that there were a number of options to cover the costs for a programme like the online housing service, She
said that the first option was to fully subsidise the site. She said that the first option would require the
membership to make decisions about spending less in other areas. She said that the second option was
implementing a user fee for those who logged onto the site, those who posted housing or a combination of
both, She said that the third option was allowing for a restricted amount of advertising. She said that the
National Executive discussed the various options and concluded that, while it was not ideal to include
advertising on the site, the other options were less ideal. She said that delegates would have the opportunity
to discuss all of the Federation's programmes including the online housing website, homesdstudents.com in
the Organisational Development Committee. ’

Local 18 delegate Heather Barnes said that many member locals did not have the resources to develop a local
website. She asked if locals could use the national website as a template to develop iocal sites.

Turk-Browne said that the template of the site could be made available for the development of local sites.

Local 44 delegate Scott Payne asked what types of questions would be asked by the National Opinion
Caoalition in the coming months.

Boyko said that, as members of the National Opinion Coalition, the Federation could customise two questions
per poll. He said that in addition to those questions, members of the Coalition developed and agreedto a
common set of questions. He said that there were also questions that were asked ih each poll that related 1o a
specific issue or event, like provincial elections. He said that National Researcher Michaegl Conlon could
elaborate on the specific questions in his upcoming workshop. :

Local 61 delegate Stephen Littley thanked the members of the National Executive for producing such a
comprehensive report. He said that he also appreciated the effort to distribute it prior to opening plenary so
delegates had an opportunity to thoroughly review it. He said that the Summits on Access o Post-Secondary
Education were excellent events and he commended the National Executive for organising them.

Local 39 delegate Ashley Morton said that a few of the discounts that were included in the Studentsaver
Discount guide were not exclusive to the programme. He asked how many discounts were unique to the
programme and what steps could be taken to ensure that the discounts solicited were exclusively for holders
of the Studentsaver and International Student Identity Cards. He said that the name of the
homes4students.com website should be amended to better reflect the Federation’s philosophies. He
suggested renaming it homes4students.org. B

Fratt said that when a retailer agreed to participate in the discount programme they signed a contract which-
included the stipulation that the discount offered was exclusive io the Federation’s programme. He said that if
locals identified discounts that were not exclusive to the programme, they should notify the appropriate
provincial office. He said that the provincial office could then contact the retailer and the discount solicitor and
determine why the discount was not exclusive. He said that the Organisational Development Committee could
consider proposals to re-name the homes4students website,

Local 76 delegate Lucas Schulier said that some locals were being pressured by for-profit health insurance
providers to sign long-term contracts. He said that leng-term contracts resulted in students’ unions and
students ultimately paying more for the coverage. He asked if there was anything the Federation could do to

address the problem.

Prait said that the National Student Health Network was created to assist students’ unions in negotiating the
most comprehensive and least expensive health insurance plans. He said that the Federation had spent
considerable resources educating students’ unions about the health insurance industry and how to negotiate
health plans. He said that the Federation offered students’ unions free audits of existing plans so member
locals could accurately assess the value of their plan and ensure they were not being swindled.

Local 75 Michael Subasic said that he did not understand how the Federation could conduct audits of health
plans in a completely impartial manner when it had a stake in the outcome. He said that the Federation had an
interest in making the National Student Health Network plan look better than any other broker.

Pratt said that the National Student Health Network was a network of students’ unions working together to
secure the best health plan possible. He said that the National Student Health Network was not a broker, but
assisted students' unions with negotiations with brokers. He said that the Health Plan Coordinator merely
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reviewed the informatton provided by a students’ union’s broker to ensure that there was no manipulation of
the numbers and no hidden costs. He said that it was in the Federation’s best interests to be accurate and

transparent when conducting audits.

‘Turk-Browne said that the philosophy that drove the health network was that members of the Federation and
students across the country deserved coverage that met their needs and was affordable. She said that with
that as a guiding principle, it was in everyone’s interest to assess the plans that were provided to students’
unions. She said that the members of the Federation established the National Student Health Network in part,
to protect students’ unions from predatory practices which is what the audit process exposes.

Local 97 delegate David Melville asked why pari-time students could not receive the Interational Student
Identity Card.

Turk-Browne said that the International Student Travel Confederation, which was based in Amsterdam,
regulated the distribution of the International Student Identity Card internationally. She said that the
Federation had baen lobbying the International Student Travel Confederation to make the Card available to
part-time students. She said that part of the difficulty was that in Europe the definition of a part-time student
was quite different than in North America. She said that Europeans view part-time students as mid-career
professionals who were financially stable and, therefore, did not require trave! discounts. She said that the
Federation had been working to educate the Intemational Student Travei Confederation that the European
definition of part-time was not applicable in other countiies.

Local 79 delegate David Wise asked about the status of the affordable housmg campaign that was adopted at
the November 2002 national general meeting.

Boyko said that the submission to the Standing Committee on Finance included soms basic information about
the dire financial situation faced by students and the increasing poverty levels.

local 19 delegate Kendra Coulter said that the member locals should congratulaie themselves for not only
expanding the membership but also expanding the Federation’s programs and campaigns. She said that it
showed the strength of students working together.
2003/05:005 MOTION
Local 73/Local 32
Be it resolved that the Nationat Executive report be adopted.
CARRIED

9. CONSIDERATION OF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

a. Applications for Full Membership

2003/05:006 MOTION '
Local 61/L.ocal 24
Be it resolved that the members of the Okanagan University College-Kelowna Students’
Association be ratified as full members of the Federation.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2003/05:007 MOTION
Local 26/Local 28
Be it resolved that the members of the Penticton Campus Students’ Association be ratified as full
meémbers of the Federation.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2003/05:008 MOTION
Local 38/Local 69
Be it resolved that the members of the University of Saskatchewan Graduate Students’
Association be ratified as full members of the Federation.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

20032/05:009 MOTION
Local 35/Local 33
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b.

Be it resolved that the members of the Graduate Students’ Union of Memorial University of
Newfoundland be ratified as full members of the Federation,
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Local 100 delegate Krista Park said that she was very excited to be at the general meeting as a delegate
from a new full member local. She said that the work the Federation had undertaken benefited graduate
students at Memorial University of Newfoundland and the Graduaie Students’ Union was happy to add their
1,800 voices to those across the country. She said that the Local was excited about working with students’
unions provincially and nationally. She said that the Local was already participating in the National Studenit
Health Network and had joined the common handbook project. She said that this participation has already
increased interest in the Federation. She said that members of the Federation had been very supportive in
the lead up to and throughout the membership referendum.

Local 100 delegate Heather Smith said that an example of the benefits of Federation membershlp mcluded
successfully lobbying the Newfoundland and Labrador government to alter its position on tuition fees. She
said that the provincial budget was released approximately one month after the membership referendum at
the Local. She said that the 2003 budget included the final five per cent reduction in tuition fees to which the
government had previously committed. She said that when released the budget did not extend the reduction .
to graduate students. She said that the Federation representatives who were present for the release of the
budget met with the Minister of Public Post-secondary Education and Student Services and contacted the
media calling for the inciusion of graduate students in the reduction. She said that only 23 minutes after the
release of the budget the Federation’s provincial office received a phone call from the Ministry saying that
the reduction would apply to graduate students’ iuition fees. She thanked everyone for helping with the
membership drive. She noted that Newfoundland and Labrador was now 100 percent organised with
Canada’s student movement.

Applications for Prospective Membershlp

2003/05:010 MOTION

Local 25/Local 08 .

Be it resolved that the Northern Lights Sfudents’ Association’s application for prospective
membership be accepted. :

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

10. PREPARATION FOR ELECTIONS

a.

Introduction of Electoral Officers

Sioufi said that in accordance with Bylaw 6, Section 7 the National Executive had appointed Ashkon
Hashemi, Ontario Internal Coordinator, and Christine Bourque, Ontario Organiser, as the Elecioral

Officers. -
Overview of Election Schedule and Procedures

Hashemi said that eleciions for the Alberta Representative, Saskaichewan Representative, Prince
Edward Island Representative, Students’ of Colour Representative, Francophone Students’
Representative, Graduate Students’ Representative, and Women's Representative on the National
Executive would be conducted at the general meeting. He said that the elections were for the 2003-2004
term and that the term began at the adjournment of the general meeting.

Hashemi said that the nominations would open effective the end of opening plenary and would close at
10:00 Saturday, May 17. He said that voting for the positions would be held in the relevant provincial
component, caucus or constitueney group meetings. He said that the results would be presented in an
Electoral Report to the closing plenary and ratified. He said that the elections would be held as the first
ftem of business at the last meeting of the provincial component, caucus or consfituency group.

Bourgue said that delegates should review Bylaws V and V1 and Standing Resolutions 17 and 18 for
information about the election procedures and the positions. She said that each candidate required the

nomination of two member locals.
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11. ADOPTION OF STANDING PLENARY SUB-COMMITTEE AGENDAS

2003/05:011 MOTION ‘
Loeal 73/Penticton Campus Siudents’ Association
Be it resolved that the standing plenary sub-committee agendas be adopted.
CARRIED

12. CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS SERVED WITH DUE NOTICE

Sioufi said that the following motions were served with notice for consideration at the meeting. She said that
some of the motions would require & mover and a seconder.

a. Motions Submitted hy Member Local Associations

i. Proposal to Amend Policy on Canada’s Health and Social Transfer

2003/05:012 MOTION TO AMEND POLICY
Local 47/Local 73

Whereas the Federation’s policy opposing the Canada Health and Sogial Transfer dates back to
1995 when the act was first imposed; and , ‘

Whereas in their proposed Post-Secondary Education Act, the Canadian Association of University
Teachers calls for the replacement of the CHST with a National Post-Secondary Education Fund;
and

Whereas the Federation has endorsed CAUT’s Post-Secondary Education Act; therefore

Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on the Canada Health and Social Transfer be
replaced with the following poelicy:

CANADA HEALTH AND SOCIAL TRANSFER
Preamble
Transfer payments for post-secondary education, health and social welfare wers cut drastically in 1994 as a

major part of the federal government’s deficit reduction strategy. In otal, this amounted to more than $5 billion
cut from post-secondary education and training over five years.

Palicy

The Federation opposes the Canada Health and Social Transfer {CHST), a block funding scheme that replaced
Established Programs Financing because the transfer;

- undermines national standards; and

- reduced funding to post-secondary education,

The Fedaration calls on the Federal government ta repeal the Canada Health and Social Transfer and
establish a National Post-Secondary Education Fund to provide stable federal cash funding.

The Federation praposes the replacement of the CHST with a set of nafional social investment funds,
separately financed and governed by distinct principles. It is envisioned that, through amendments to the
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements Act, a Post-secondary Education Fund would be crested (along with a
Health Care Fund and Income Suppart). The cash value of the Post-Secondary Educaiion Fund would initially
be set at 0.3% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and would rise to 0.5% {about the same level it was in the
late 1970s and early 1980s) within two years. To snsure regional equity, cash fransfers to the provinces will
be allocated on a per capita basis and equalised according to provincial GDP per capita.

2003/05:013 MOTION TO REFER
Local 61/Local 18

Be it resolved that Motion 2003/05:012 be referred to the National Education and Student Rights
Committee.
CARRIED

2003/05:012 REFERRED
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ii. Proposal to Amend Policy on Student Financial Assistance

2003/05:014 MOTION TO AMEND POLICY
Local 47/Local 101

Be it resolved that the section titled “General Policy” under the Federation Policy “Student Financial
Assistance” be replaced with:

Preamble

In the context of affordable post—secondary educztion, student financial assistance is an important mechanism
for reducing social and economic inequalities in access to post-secondary education. In Canada, 80% of
students require some financial assistance. Three-quarters of those receiving student aid believe they would
be unable to participate in higher education without this assistance.

Policy

. The Federation supports:

- Student financial assistance programmes being universally and equitably accessible to full- and par-time
students;

- Student financial assistance programmes that are adequate to meet the neads of all students, including the
needs for the extra expenses incurred by some students with dependants, and by students with disabilities
and/or special needs;

- The integration and harmonisation of student financial assistance programmes so that students do not suffer
from unnecessary confusion, delays, errors, superfluous requests for information, and duplication of
administration;

- The public provision of accessible and thorough Information on all aspects of student financial assistance
programmes;

- Eligibility requirements for student financial assistance that include a defi n[tlon of independent student
status which would not include age; that does not include a waiting pericd after a student's parent or
guardian stops claiming the student on their federal income tax retumn; and which does not reguire the
student to maintain a minimum income level; and

- An equitable calculation of childcare and other dependent expenses, current non-school debt, housing
costs, travel expenses and education-related technological expenses in determining the costs of attending
post-secondary institutions for the purpose of determining financial need.

The Federation opposes:

- The use of student financial assistance programmes as a means of justifving higher user fees for post-
secondary education;

- Studentfunded student financial assistancs;

- All user fees for students applying for or benefiting from student financial assistance mc:ludlng, but not
limited to, application fees and service charges;

- Any delay in disbursement of student financial assistance, as any dslay in recaipt of these funds has a
detrimental effect on needy students;

- Penalising students due io delays in the disbursement of student financial assistance including, but not
limited to, course cancallation and the imposition of late fees;

- The treatment of student financial assisiance as income in the calculation of ellglblhty for government
assistance programmes;

- Public-private parinership requirements in government funding for student fi nancial assxstance and other
student financial assistance distribution mechanisms that rely on an institution’s fundraising capacity over
the characteristics of individual students; and

- Work study programmes as a replacement for needs-based student financial assistance.

Be it further resolved that the section titled “Student Granis” be replaced with;
NEEDS-BASED STUDENT GRANTS
Preamble

Canada is one of only three industrialised countries that does not have a national system of student grants.
Virtually all European and South American countries, as well as the United States, have grants programmes. A
nzlional system of needs-based grants would immediately reduce the daunting debt level students face.

The Federal government currently spends $1.3 billion each year to administer the Canada Student Loans
Program. The Federation estimates the cost of a national grants programmie to be $1.2 biliion. In addition, for
every doliar aliocated in grants, savings will also be reaiised in reduced administrative costs, education tax
credit claims and payments to service providers.
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2003/05:015

Policy

The Federation supperts the provision of student aid lhrough afull and adequate system of needs-based
student grants.

The Federation opposes:

- “Merit-based scholarships as a substifute for a needs-based studerit grants programme; and

- Individually-driven savings plans for post-secondary education, such as registered education savings
plans, as a substifute for a needs-based student grants programme.

Be it further resolved that the “Preamble” to the section titied “Student Loans” be replaced with:

Public student loans programmes are not student-aid plans, but rather are a funding model for post-secondary
education, They are based on the balief that the individual is the primary heneficiary of a post-secondary
education and should bear the financial burden of the cost of that education, Furthermore, student loans
programmes fypically provide an alibi to government and college and university administraiors to justify furher
tuition fes increases.

Insofar as the federal and provincial governments have chosen to provide student financial assistance in the
form of loans rather than needs-based student grants, the Federafion supports the following policies on student
loans,

Be it further resolved that the section titled “Student loans” be amended to include:

The Federation cpposes debt management measures that fie debt reduction or “forgiveness” to:
- starting a family;

- re-locating to isolated, rural or under-serviced communities; and

- post-graduation professional practice in particular professions or specialties.

MOTION TO REFER

Local 33/Local 44

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:014 be referred to the National Education and Student Rights
Committee.

CARRIED

2003/05:014 REFERRED

iii. Proposal to Adopt Policy on Portablllty
2003/05:016 MOTION TO ADOPT POLICY

Local 47/Local 26 _
Be it resalved that the following policy be adopted:

PORTABILITY
Preamble:

In the 1980's and 1990's, there has been a proliferation of institution-to-instiiution transfer agreements that are,
in some cases, inter-provincial. The increased co-operation of colleges and universifies reflects the changing
role of post-secondary education in seciety and a greater need for flexible opportunities for refraining,
educational upgrading, and diversity of credentals.

Given the substantial differences in credit transfer systems and in the structure of pest-secondary education
systems between provinces and teritoriss, it is clear that a pan-Canadian system of credit transfer must be
built-up over time thraugh an initial focus on developing and enhancing strong provincialfterritorial transfer
systems.

MOBILITY
Preamble:

The evolving characteristics of the Canadian college and university student body which is generally older,
mere mobile, and more likely to be forced by work-related or personal reasons to register in more than one
institution to complete their diploma or degree work.

Given the changss in educational advantages that accrue from greater mobility, the changing needs of the
student body and the growing reed for individuals to retum to post-secondary education during the course of
their working lives, it is important te facilitate mobility for individuals among colleges, among universities, and
among colleges and universities in Canada.

In addition. the ability to transfer credits also creates an efficient use of human and instituional resources —
students will see a reduction of educational costs through the efimination of time-consuming repefition of
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studies. However, in Canéda the difficulties experienced by transfer students in having their previous post-
secondary experience recognised inhibit mobility and are damagmg to students.
Policy:

The Federation supports the integrity and transferability if course credits between all post-secandary
educational institutions. ]

The Federation supports the increase of joint fransfer programs.

 The Federation supports the development and implementation of a framework for cradit transfer an“angements

The Federation calls on federal, provincial and territorial governments to ensure that there are no barriers to
inter-provincial mobility that unreasonably inhibit access.

The Federation opposes quotas on the number of students allowed to transfer from colleges to universities.
The Federation opposes the downsizing and efimination of university transfer programs at community
colleges.

PAN.CANADIAN PROTOCOL ON THE TRANSFERABILITY OF LEARNING

Preamble _

Governments have established colleges and universities as substantially autonomous bodies where
academic degisions are made by the insfitutions themselves. As admissions standards and credit recognition
decisions are made by institutions, this means that cooperation between insfitutions is required to build credil
transfer systems within and befween provinces and territories.

Establishing a pan-Canadian protocol on the transferability of learning would allow colleges and universities 1o
ideniify commen standards and interests; encourage dialogue between institutions and systems that have
traditionally operated separately; set or target provincial and national standards; maximise the use of
resources; and increase awareness of articulation goals and principles.

Policy

The Federation supports the coordination of provincial credit transfer through the establishment of a pan-
Canadian protocol on transferability of learning.

The Federaticn calls upon the Gouncil of Ministers of Education (CMEC) fo coordinate and implement such a

-protocol.

The Federation supports the establishment of a common course numbering system, electronic information
systerns, articulation facilitators, and provincial governing hoards to oversee credit transfer between public
post-secondary education institutions. :

PRIOR-LEARNING ASSESSMENT

Preamble

Prior leaming assessment and recognition of skills acquired outside of college should also be an element of
any pan-Canadian protocol ratified by colleges and universities. Prior leaming assessment and recognition
allows an individual to get some form of recognition for the skills and knowledge she or he has. Prior learning
assessment and recognifion would give equal value to leaming and skilis from school, community work, on
the job training and other life experiences. The benefits of prior leaming assessment and recognition for
colleges and universifies inciude, a better use of limited resources, cosi-savings for students and assurances
that students can transfer from one place to another,

Lack of recegnition of prior leaming Is most severe with respect to foreign educational attainment and, therefore
has a negative effect on educational and employment opportunities for international students, immigrants and
refugees.

Policy

The Federation supports the promotion of continued education and skills upgrading through recognition of
forsign and domestic prior leaming credentials and credit transfer.

The Federation opposes policies that create an unnecessary duplication of prior learning.

The Federation calls on the federal government and the Council of Ministers of Education Canada to establish
clearly ariiculated pubic palicies at federal and provincialfterriforial levels which support the recognition of
pricr learning and the subsequent programming/funding for implementation.

The Federation calls on the Federal govemment to establish a cantral coordinating body to gather and
disseminate prior leamning assessment and recognition information on best practices, research and training.
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2003/05:017

2003/065:016

CLEAR PATHWAYS TO LEARNING

Preamble
In arder to effectively plan their educational choices, students need to be assured that all course work
satisfactorily completed wilt be considered for recognition.of credit should they be granted admission at
another public post-secondary insitution. Students also require a process of transferring from one institution fo
another in Canada that will not result in undue additional costs ar in the need to repeat essentially equivalent
previous lsarning experiences.

. The lack of consistency in the rules and procedures goveming credit fransfer among the universities, and at
times within an insitution, leads to substantial confusion for the student and often results in inconsistencies in
the recognition of credits,

Pelicy

The Federatian calls on the Council of Ministers of Education Canada to provide clear pathways for students
by ensuring that postsecondary instiiutions provide accurate and timely information to studenis in advance of
transfer.

The Federation calls for the establishment of a consistent system by al colleges and universities to calculate,
record, and retain the graduating or final-year GPA for students.

The Federation calls upan the Council of Minisiers of Education Canada to encourage the development of
arm's-length agencies to promofe cnoperahon and credit transfer between colleges and universities. The
steering committees of these agencres should include democratically selected and accountable student
representation, )

MOTION TO REFER

Local 18/Local 13

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:016 be referred to the National Education and Student Rights
Committee.

CARRIED

REFERRED

iv. Proposal o Amend Policy on Pan-Canadian Principles

2003/05:018

2003/05:019

2003/05:018

V.
12003/05:020

MOTION TO AMEND POLICY
Local 47/l.ocal 37
Whereas in its proposed Post-Secondary Education Act, the Canadian Association of University
Teachers calls for “the establishment of national principles setting standards for the provision of
post-secondary education” and proceeds to outline those principles; and
Whereas the Federafion has endorsed CAUT'’s Post-Secondary Education Act; and
Whereas the Federation has existing policy entitied “Pan-Canadian Principles” that includes most,
but not all, of the principles outline by CAUT; therefore
Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on called “Pan-Canadlan Principles” be amended
to include:
Collegial Govemance: Post-sacondary education institutions shauld be governed in a collegial manner that
Includes meaningful and effective representation from faculty and students,
Academic Freedom: Assure protection of the principle of free and independent academic inquiry and the
academic and intellectual autonomy of post-secondary institutions.
MOTION TO REFER
Local 18/Local 08
Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:018 be referred to the National Education and Student Rights
Committee.
CARRIED

REFERRED

Proposal to Participate in International Day of Action and Strike against the FTAA

MOTION
Local 91/Local 83
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2003/05:021

2003/05:020

Whereas the Federation has endorsed the international campaign to stop both the Free Trade Area
of the Americas and General Agreement on Trade in Services agreements for the negative effects
they will have on our education system, as well as on social, environmental and labour standards
throughout the Americas and the world;

Be it resolved that the Federation endorse the Intemationa! Days of Action and Strike against the
Free Trade Area of the Americas taking place November 20-23 2003, in conjunction with the Free
Trade Area of the Americas meetings in Miami, Florida;

Be it further resolved that provincial components be encouraged to organise local participation in
this campaign; and ‘

Be it further resolved that the Federation offer support to provincial components as needed for this

~ campaign, such as providing relevant educational materials,

MOTION TO REFER
Local 18/Local 75

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:020 be referred to the Campaigns and Government Relations
Committee. .
CARRIED

REFERRED

vi. Proposal to Promoie homesdstudents.com

2003/05:022

2003/05:023

2003/05:022
2003/05:024

2003/05:025

2003/05:024

MOTION
Local 18/Local 44 -

Whereas homesdstudents, the Federation's online housing service, was created because there is
a vacuum in online housing services for students; and

Whereas homesdsiudents is the Federation’s newest programms; and

Whereas it is important to promote all Federation programmes, parficularly those programmes that
are new; and .

Whereas member local associations are responsible for promoting the programmes of the
Federation; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to promote homesdstudents in student day
planners; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to include links to the homes4students on
their websites. :

MOTION TO REFER

Local 69/Local 66

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:022 be referred to the Organisational Devélopment Committee.

CARRIED
REFERRED

MOTION
Local 18/Local 76

Whereas it is important to promote homes4students to renters; and
Whereas campus housing centres are high traffic areas for students seeking housing; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to foster links/ties with off-campus housing
centres in order to promote homes4students.com.

MOTION TO REFER

Local 18/Local 26

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:024 be referred to the Organisational Development Committee,
CARRIED '

REFERRED
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vii. Proposal to Adopt Acceptable Partnerships Practice

2003/05:026

2003/05:027

2003/05:026
2003/05:028

2003/05:029

2003/05:028

MOTION
Local 05/Local 66

Whereas the Federation has endorsed the “six bucks sucks” campaign; therefore
Be it resolved that no parinerships exist with companies or organisations that contradict
Federation campaigns.

MOTION TO REFER

Local 28/Local 101 _

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:026 be referred to the Organisational Development Committes.
CARRIED

REFERRED

MOTION

Local 05/L.ocal 33

Whereas partnarships with companies or organisations that disregard the rights of women, the
disabled, first nations, queer people or other marginalized groups should not be endorsed; and
Whereas parinerships with companies or organisations that create products that are harmful to
people or the environment, or depend on harmful methods of production should not be endorsed;
therefore

Be it resolved that no partnerships exist with companies or organizations that contradict the
Federation's Policy, By-laws or mission statement.

MOTION TO REFER

Local 08/Local 11

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:028 be referred to the Organisational Development Committee.
CARRIED

REFERRED

viii. Proposals to Amend Bylaw |

2003/05:030

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS
Local 78/Local 46

Whereas Section 2 of Bylaw I-Membership describes in part the Federation’s membership
application process; and

Whereas Section of 4 of Bylaw | also deals with the membership application process; and

Whereas it would be clearer and mare straightforward if all language about the membership
application process was consolidated in one section of the Bylaw; therefore

Be it resolved that Section 4 of Bylaw I-Membership be removed and that Sections 1 and 2 .of Bylaw

" I-Membership be amended to read as follows:

1. Types of Memberships

General Description: There are fwo types of members of the Federation, individual members and voting

members. Students, ¢r individual members, are represented through the local student association fo

which they belong. Local student associations representing lndwxdual members are called voling

members.

a. Local student asscciations are eligible to receive the status of voting members In the Federation as
proviced for in Bylaw [, Section 2, and 3;

b.  Individual mermbers of the Federation will be all’ students in lncal student agsociations that are
vating members,

2, Types of Voting Membership Status

a.  Full Membership ’

General Description: Full membership is the standard form of membershlp in the Federation.

i.  Alocal association is eligible to apply for full membarship in the Federation if its members
have approved by referendum membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian
Federation of Students-Services and the applicable provincial component as described in
Bylaw Vil-Provincial Companents;
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vi.

vil,

A written application for full membership submitted by an eligible local student association
will be considered as a binding contract to accept the rights and responsibillities of full
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian Federafion of Students-
Services and the applicable provincial component.

Within 90 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a writien application for full

membership, the Nafional Executive will examine the appiicatiop to see whether it is in order,

and will make a recommendation to the voting members of the Federation concerning the
application.

At the next general meeting of the Federation, the full membership application shall be put to

a vote and shall require a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes cast to be accepied.

A local asgociation's application for membership, once accepted by the Federation, shall

constitute a binding contract to collect and remit fo the Federation full membership fees for the

duration of the membership;

Not withstanding Section 2.a.vil. of this Bylaw, the fees for full member local associations

shall be:

- $3.00 per semester, or $6.00 per academic year, per local association Individual member of
the Canadlan Federation of Students/Canadian Federation of Students-Services, pro-rated
as per fhe policy of the member local association; and

- the applicable provincial component fee.

Beginning in 1996, the Federation membership fee shall increase on August 1 each year by

the rate of increase in the national Consumer Price Index during the previous calendar year.

Prospective Membership
General Description: Prospective membership is a trial membership of limited duration,

Vi,

vii.

viii.

X,

A local student association is eligible to apply for prospective membership if it has passed a
moticn of its members, executive, council or equivalent representative body to apply for
prospective rnembersmp in the Federation and its applicable provincial component as
describad in Bylaw Vil-Provincial Components;

A written application for prospective membership submitted by an eligible local student
association will be considered as a binding coniract to accept the rights and responsibilities
of prospective membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian Faderation of
Students-Services and the applicable provincial component.

Within 90 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a written application for prospective
membership, the National Executive will examine the application to see whether it is in order,
and will make a recommendation to the voting members of the Federation concerning the
application.

At the next general meeting of the Federation, the prospective membership application shall
be put to a vote and shall require a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes cast o be
accepted.

A local student association’s application for prospective membership, once accepted by the
Federafion, shall constitute a binding contract to pay prospective membership fees, as
described in Seciion 2 b-vi, and conduct a full membership referendum, as described in
Section 2 b-viii;

The fee for prospective membership in the Federation shall be five per cent {5%) of the regular
Federation membership fee, notwithstanding that the fee may be reduced or waived by a
majority vote of 2 national general meefing or the Naticnal Executive;

A prospective member association shall have full voling rights in Federation national general
meetings, but shall not be permitied to designate a proxy to vote on its behalf, and shall have
the same access to Federation resources and materials, except the International Student
Identity Card, that a full member association has;

A prospective member association must hold a referendum on full membership in the
Federatian, in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw, within five (5) months following its
acceptance as a prospective member uniess an extension is granted by the National
Executive of the Federation;

In the event that the majority of those voting In the referendum support full membership in the
Federation, full membership will be granied at the subsequent national general meeting, at
which poini prospective membership shall cease;

In the event that the majority of those voting in the referendum appose full membership in the
Federation, prospective membership will immediately cease;

In the event that the referendum fails to achieve querum, prospeciive membership will be
automatically extended and another referendum on full membearship will be held within the
subsequent six (6} months in accordance with Secion 5 of this Bylaw; and
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xil. Inthe event that a prospective member fails to conduct a referendum on full membership as
required by this Bylaw, the Federation shall have the option to either cancel or extend, by
majority vote of a national general meeting, the prospective membership unfll a referendum on
full membership is conducted,

Be it further resolved that all subsequent sections of Bylaw | be re-numbered accordingly.
Be it resclved that Section 5 of Bylaw [-Membership be amended to read as follows:

5,

Vote to Federate

In accordance with Section 2 of this Bylaw, the following shall be the nules and procedures for a
referendum in which the individual members of a prospective member local association vote on full
membership in the Fedaration:

Scheduling of the Referendum
The referendum will be scheduled by the prospective member association in consuitation with the
Federation.

Referendum Oversight Committee

The referendum shall be overseen by a committee, composed of two {2) members appointed by the

prospeciive loce! association and fwo (2) members appointed by the Federation, that shall be

responsnble for:

i, establishing the notice requn'ements for the referendum in accordance with Section 5-c of this
Bylaw and ensuring that nofice is posted.

ii. establishing the campaign period in accordance with Section 5-d of this Bylaw.

iil. approving all campaign materials in accordance with Section 5-e of this Bylaw and removing
campaign materials that have not been approved;

iv. deciding the number and locafion of polling stations;

v.  setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw;

vi. overseeing all aspects of the voting;

vii. counting the ballots following voting; and

viii. establishing alf other rules and regulations for the referendum.

Notice of the Referendum

Notice of the referendum, that includes the referendum question and voting dates, shall be provided
to the individual members of the prospective membsr assaciation no less than two weeks prior io
vating in the referendum.

Campaigning —

. There shall be no less than ten (10) days on which campaigning is permitted, during which
classes are in session, immediately preceding and during voting; and

ii.  Only individual members and representatives of the prospective member association,
representatives of the Federation and representatives of the Federation member local
associations shall be permitted to participate in the campaign.

Campaign Materials

i. Campaign matertals shall include all materials developed specifically for the referendum
campaign,

ii. Materials produced by Federation that promote Federation the campaigns and services of the
Federation shall not be considered as campaign materials unless they include specific
content about the referendum,

iii. The Federation website shall not be considered a campatgn material unless it includes
specific content about the referendum.

iv. The Federation's annual report, financial statements, research and submissions to
government shall not be considered a campaign material.

v, Campaign materfals shall not be misleading, potentially libelous or false.

Voting and Tabulation

i,  Voting shall be conducted at voting stations or, subject to agreement befween the prospective
member association and the Fedsration, at a general meeting of the prospective member
association or by a mail-out ballo,

il. There shall be no fess than sixteen (16) hours of polling over no less than two (2) days,
@xcept in the case of voting being conducted at a general meeting.

fi. Unless mutually agreed otherwise by the prospective member associafion and the Federation,
the raferendum question shall be: "Are you in favour of membership in the Canadian
Federation of Students.”
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.  Inthe event that polling ts conducted at a general maeting, representatives of the Federation
and Federation member local associalions shall be extended full speaking rights in the
meeting;

v.  The prospective member association and the Federation shall each appoint one poll clerk for
each polling station,

vi. The prospective member association and the Fedsration shall each be permitted 1o appaint
one scrutineer to oversee the counting of ballots.

g. Appeals

Any appeals of the referendum results or rulings by the Referendum Oversight Commitfee shall be
adjudicated by an Appeals Committes composed of one (1} member appointed by the prospective
member association and one (1) member appointed by the Federation.

2003/05:033 MOTION-TO REFER

Local 76/Local 18

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:032 be referred to the Organisational Development Committee.

CARRIED
2003/05:032 REFERRED

2003/05:034 MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS

Local 99/Local 25

Be it resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 5, entitied “Vote to Federate” be replaced in full With the

following text.

5. Voteto Federate

The individual member of a prospective students association may vote on becoming full members in the
Federation, subject to the following rules and procedures:

a Notlce

All notices issued by either the students’ association shall be delivered by registered mail to

the head office of the Federation,

All notices issued by the Referendum Committee shall be delivered by registered mail to the

head office of the Federation, and of the students' association.

The following notice shall be issued by the students’ association no later than two (2) months

after the request for Prospective membership. The Federation shall be notified at least two (2)

weeks in advance of the date, time, and location of the first mesting in a possible series of

mestings between the students’ association and the Federation to jointly appoint the
mernbers of the Referendum committee.

The following notices must be given to the student association's membership:

a.  Noftice of the vote to fedsrate must be posted one (1) month before the campaign period
for duration of two (2) weeks. The following information shall be included on the notice:
1, Partigs or individuals interested in forming an official *No" campaign can contact

the Referandum Commitiee;
2. method of obtaining referendum materials, including:
- Federation By-Laws;
Students’ association By-Laws;
- Compromises to by-laws, as determined by 5.d.viii;
All rules of the referendum;
- Any other materials relevant to the referendum;
3. the dates of the campaign period;
4.  the dates of the voting period;
5. the names and contact information of the Referendum Committee.

b Nofice of the referendum question and other ballot information must be posted at least
two (2) weeks before the campaign period begins for duration of two (2) weeks. The
following information shalt be included on the nofice

the official question;

the dates of campaign period;

the dates and time of voling;

the location{s) of polling station(s);

the contact information of the Referendum Commiitee,

o o
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¢.  Nofice of the referendum results shall be issued immediately after the results of the vote
are known, and should be posted for duration of two (2} weeks, The following
information shall be included an the notice:
1. the official question;
2. the number of spoiled ballols, rejected ballots, *Yes" votes, “No” votes,
*Ahbstain” votes, total number of voters, and fotal number of potential'voters;
3.  the release dafe for final report of the Referendum Commitiee
4. ' the deadfine for submitting appeals about the referendum process to the students'
association, which shall be no earlier than one (1) week after the release of the
final report of the Referendum Committee;
the official of the students’ association to whom all appeais can be directed;
the date, time and location of the meeting for which the students’ association shall
rule on all appeals and ratify the results of the referendum,

o o

b. Campalgnmg

There shall be no less than three (3) weeks of campaigning immediately preceding the voting
during wh[ch classes arein sessmn.

(ol Al fvaliiddn o mblie foe winkn dey frrdmmnte anel eoladad |
vaulpalglmlg allan inGiuGe a puullu TOTUm IGHGIUUIH I.IIG VOie 10 1e0erdaie ana reaiet 13sues,

The forum shalt include both campaigns, *Yes” and *Na", pending formation of an official
“No" campaign.

Only individual members and representatives of the students’ associafion, representatives of
the Federation member local associations shall be permitted to participate in the “Yes”
campaign.

Individuals whe would like to form an official “No” campaign may do so. Notice, in the form of

- aletter, must be given to the Referendum Committee expressing such an interest.

Campaigning is allowed on the days of vofing, however absolutely no campaign material may
be within fifty {50) metres or direct sight of the poliing station(s).

c. Voting

I
ii.

iv,

Vating shall be conducted at voting stations or, subject to the agreement of the Federation, at
a general meeting of the students’ assaciation ar by a mail out ballot.

Thers shall be no lass than sixteen (16) hours of polling over no less than two (2} days,
except in the case of voting being conducted at a general meeting.

In the avant that polting is conducted at a general meeting, representaiives of the Federation
and Federafion member local associations shall be extended full speaking rights in the
meeting.

Quorum for the vote shall be that of the students’ association or five percent (5%) of the
members of the siudents' association, whichever is higher.

d. Admmlstenng the Campaign

vi.

vii,

viil,

A Referendum Committee shall be comprised of three (3) students who are members of the
students' association and have no direct affiliation with students’ association or the
Federafion.

The members the Referendum committee shall be jointly appointed by the Federation and the
students' association, 2s outlined in 5.a.ifi.

A committee chair shall be selected from the thres (3) appointed committee members. The

_chair shall cocrdinate the business of and preside at all mestings of the Referendum

committee.

The formation of the referendum committes shall include a "Yes” campaign contribution of
$2000 to be held in trust by the committes. The $2000 shall be made available in the form of
reimbursements to the official “No” campaign in exchange for expense receipts.

An official “No* campaign can form any time prior te the vofing period of the referendum.
The Referendum Commitiee shall be empowered by the Federation to administer the
referendum on its behalf.

The students™ association must empower fhe Referendum Committee to administer the
referendum on ifs behalf prior to the notice required in 5.a.lv.

Any compromises that must be made to either the Federation by-laws or the students'
associaiion by-faws shall be decided upon before the nofice of the referendum is served, as
ouflined in 5.2.lv. The Referendum Committes shall be empowered to make these
compromises, as required by 5.d.vi. and vil.

Within the confines of the referendum, the principles of demacracy must be upheld. As such,
the Referendum Committee must:
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remain independent and non-partisanship, while exhibiting professionalism;

ke non-palitical but capable of operating in a political environment;

be designated to serve the voters by providing them with the highest quality service;

enable voters to exercise their rights with the least possible inconvenience;

demonstrate respect for bylaws and resolutions of the Federation and the students'

- association, and make fair, welkinformed compromises when discrepancies exist;

provide reimbursements for “No” campaign expenses, subject to 5.d.v;

discuss and rule on all issues, complainis and appeals arising from the referendum.

X. The Referendum committee shall be responsible for:

deciding the manner of voting, be that by referendum, general meeting or mail out ballot;

approving all materials to be distributed;

deciding the ballot question;

overseeing the voting;

deciding the number and location of polling stations;

counting ballots;

adjudicating all appeals;

establishing all other rules and regulations for the vote;

issuing public reports describing all business that has been and stil needs fo be

canducted by the Referendum Commitiee. Such reports shall be issued to the sludents’

association and the Federafion prior io releasing the notice required by 5.a.iv.a,
following the counting of the ballots, and following adjudication of all referendum
appeals. The final report must comprehensively describe the referendum process and ail
decisions of the committee.

xi.  $250 honoraria shall be provided to each of the non-chair Referendum Commitiee members
upon release of the final report. The chair of the Referendum Committee shall receive $500
upon release of the final report. All honoraria shall be paid by the federation,

xii. All expenses of the Referendum Committee shall be paid for by the students’ associafion.

e.  Ratificafion

i.  Following the release of the final report of the Referendum Committee, the students'
association shall ratify the results of the referendum. Appeals of the decisions made by the
Referendum Commitiee shall be adjudlcated by the students’ association prior fo ratifying the
restlis of the referendum.

ii, Ifastudents' association membership has approved membership in the Federation through
the referendum, then immediately following refification of the referendum results by the
students' association, the students’ association shall issue a request to the Federation for full
membership in the Federafion.

fli. The Federation shall accept or reject the students’ assoclations request for full membership at
the first annual general meeting of the Federaiion following such request, The final report of
the Referendum Committee shal! be made available o all member locals of the Federation in
a responsible time prior to the acceptance or rejection of the request.

iv. Following the decision of the Federation on the request for full membership, the students’
assoclation shall be notified of the decision in writing. Should the Federation accapt the
request, the students' association shall have assumed the privileges and responsibilities of
full membership in the Federafion

v.  Prospective membership shall seize upon issuing the response letter regarding full
membership.

® o0 oo

L= B

o -

and,
Be it further resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.v. be amended to read:
2. Types of Voting Membership Status
b. Prospective Membership

v. A prospective member association must hold a referendum on full membership in the
Federation, in accordance with Section 5 of this Bytaw,

and,

Be it further resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.vi. and vii. be deleted, and subsequent sub-
sections be renumbered.
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2003/05:035

2003/05:034

MOTION TO REFER
Local 37/Local 23

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:034 be referred to the Organisational Development Committee.

- CARRIED
REFERRED

-

b. Motion Submitted by Nova Scotia Component

2003/05:036

2003/05:037

2003/05:036

MOTION
Local 11/Local 7

Whereas the Council of Ministers of Education Canada is deliberating linking designation of
institutions for student loan puiposes to student loan defauli rates;

Whereas a policy of de-designation would lead to students in many programs and/or institutions
becoming ineligible for student loans; and

Whereas this policy would have a negative impact both on accessibility and on the ability of

" institutions to offer programs; therefore

Be it resolved that a fact sheet be produced on de-designation;
Be it further resolved that a letter be written to the Council of Ministers of Education Canada
outlining the Federation’s oppasition to the policy; and )

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to seek endorsements from local faculty
associations, university and college senates and education councils, Boards of Govemors, and

" other coalition partners for the Federation's position opposing de-designation.

MOTION TO REFER
Local 69/Local 32

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:036 be referred to the Campaigns and Govemment Relations
Gommittee.
CARRIED

REFERRED

c. Proposal Submitied by National Graduate Caucus

2003/05:038

MOTION TO ADOPT POLICY
Local 101/Local 24

Be it resolved that the following policy be adopied:
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Preamble:

Knowledge, as perceived by the Canadian Federation of Students, should be a “social good® which allows
the widest distribution of informatian in order to benefit, improve and advance society as a whole. As a result,
the Federation continues to advocate the basic principles of post secondary education based on ihe concept
of free access to education, open inquiry and the wide spread and free dissemination of knowledge within an
open and pluralistic environment of opinions.

The Federation acknowledges that intellectual property may take many forms that include buf are not limited to
applications, artistic creations (nclusive of games, media, internet and technology based applications},
methods, ideas and inventions which will be referrad to in this document as creation, idea andfor invention.

Understanding that there may be potential to capitalize on ideas, creations and inventions to the benefit of the
crealorfinventor and the communify in general and keeping mindful that the university ts a publicly funded
insfitution, the Federation advacates for the right of the creatorfinventor to have an informed and protected
interest in the distribution of funds and information dissemination that may result from the creation, idea and/or
invention.

With respect fo the legal implications involving creations, inventions and ideas, the Federation acknowledges
the legal disfinctions within copyright and patent faws but does not condone the movement of creatians, ideas
and inventions from the public and sacial realm to private enterprise for explaitafion at the expense of the
creatorfinventor and nor does it condone the potential expense and/or dangers that it may have on the sccial
significance, sociafl welfare and general contribution to the knowledge poal.

Policy: -
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The Federation supports intellectual property policies at public institutions that:

- apply 1o all forms and all stages of research, scholarly and arfistic work;

- applies equally to all researchers including faculty, staff and students;

- promote the dissemination of knowledge as its primary goal; and

~  recognize that researchers are entitied to recognition in proporfion to their contribution to research,
including tut not limited fo subsequent papers and materials resulling from such research.

The Federation opposes infellectual property polices of public institutions that restrict the timely disciosure of
research, scholarly and arlist work in a public forum.

The Federation acknowledges the need for confidentially agreements befween researchers but opposes non-
disclosure agreements that restrict public access to research, schelarly and arfistic work.

The Federation encourages all public posi-secondary instituiions to develop intellectual property policies.

2003/05:039 MOTION TO REFER

. Local 18/.ocal 44

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:038 be referred to the National Education and Student Rights
Committee.
CARRIED

2003/05:038 REFERRED
d. Proposal Submitted by National Aboriginal Caucus
2003/05:040 MOTION

2003/05:041

Local 26/Penticton Campus Students’ Association

Be it resoived that the portion of the common handbook pertaining to the Aberiginal Caucus be
expanded to include the history of the Caucus and its current campaigns.

MOTION TO REFER '

Local 66/Local 44

Be it resolved that Motion-2008/05:040 be referred to the Organisational Development Committee.
CARRIED

- 2003/05:040 REFERRED

e. Motions Served Notice at the Previous National General Meeting

Proposal to Develop Campaign on Post-Secondary Education Act

2003/05:042 MOTION

L ocal 32/Local 44

Whereas the Federation committed at the May 2002 general meeting to a campaign of “reducing
fees until they are free”; and

Whereas the Federation has committed to the establishment of a “national system of standards of
post-secondary education” including *a Universal Post-Secondary Education Act”; therefore

Be if resolved that a nationally focused and provincially coordinated campaign for the
establishment of a “Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act” be launched; and

Be it further resolved that the proposed Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act include five

criteria analogous to the Canada Health Act, namely: '

i, Public Administration: that the administration of the post-secondary education sysiem of a
province or territory must be carried out on a non-profit basis by a public authority;

ii. Comprehensiveness: that a full range of programmes and courses, representing a diversity of
knowledge and experience, be available at all post-secondary instifutions;

- iil.  Universality: that all persons in the province or territory must be entitled to public post-

secondary education on uniform terms and conditions;

iv. Portability: that access to post-secondary education programmes must be maintained when a
person moves or fravels within Canada or travels outside the country; and ,

v. Accesslibility: that all residents of Canada are ensured access to post-secondary education,
unimpeded by financial or other barriers, without direct fees, and with grant-based financial
support to cover cost of living and study expenses.




PAGE 22 — OPENING PLENARY MINUTES
43 Semi-Annual National General Meeting
Thirsday, May 15 to Sunday, May 18, 2003—0tiawa

2003/05:043 MOTION TO REFER

Local 26/L.ocal 25

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:042 be referred to the Campaigns and Govemnment Relations
- Committee.- :

CARRIED

2003/05:042 REFERRED

ji. Proposal to Amend Term‘Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered’

2002/11:017 MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS, STANDING RESOLUTIONS, AND POLICY

Local 05/Local 61

Be it resolved that the term “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trahsgendered” be replaced with the word
“Queer” in all Bylaws, Standing Resclutions and Policies.

2003/05:044 MOTION TO REFER

Local 61/Local 71
Be it resolved that Motion-2002/11:017 be referred to the Organisaticnal Development Commitiee.

CARRIED

2002/11:017 REFERRED

iii. Proposal to Support Students’ Right to Education

2002/11:087 MOTION

Local 98/Local 91

Be it resolved that support for the rights of Palestinian students to have access to education,
freedom, and self-determination be communicated to the Canadian government;

Be it further resolved that a letter be written to the Canadian government that condemns the Israeli
government’s closure of Palestinian universities and it's prevention of students’ travel to and from
these universities;

Be it further resolved that the letter call for a reversal of these inhumane policies while also
expressing solidarity with students in Palestine;

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to send similar letters.

2003/05:045 MOTION TO REFER

Local 26/Local 18

Be it resolved that Motion 2002/11:087 be referred to the Campaigns and Government Relations
Committee.

CARRIED

2002/11:087 REFERRED

14.

15.

INTRODUCTION OF ANTI-HARASSMENT ADVISOR FOR THE GENERAL MEETING

Boyko said that the Federation endeavoured to create an environment at its national general mestings that
was free of harassment. He said that at each national general mesting the Federation employed an anti-
harassment advisor who was available on a 24-hour basis to assist delegates. He said that Elizabeth Carlyle
had been hired as the Anti-Harassment Advisor for the meeting.

Carlyle said that the Federation had an anti-harassment policy to address demeaning, abusive or threatening
behaviour that took advantage of a friendly or informal atmosphere. She said that the anti-harassment advisor
was a reminder that certain words and behaviour were not appropriate at the meeting. She said that there were
expectations and definitions of acceptable behaviour. She said that those who engaged in inappropriate
behaviour would be asked to stop. She noted that any discussions with her would be confidential,

PRESENTATION BY THE FEDERATION‘S STAFF RELATIONS OFFICER

National Treasurer Jess Turk-Browne explained that she served as the Staff Relations Officer. She said that
the staff of the Federation were unionised with Canadian Union of Public Employeses-Local 1281. She said that
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16.

17.

the relationship between the Federation and its staff was governed by a contract, known as a collective
agreement. She said that the agreement outlined the rights and responsibilities of employees and the
employer. She noted that staff of the Federation had the right to attend and participate in all meetings of the
employer with the exception of those meetings that include discussions of discipling, discharge and
negotiations. She said that staff often had more history and provided context for a number of the issues that
delegates would be discussing over the course of the meeting. She said that encouraging staff participation
was very important to the health of the organisation.

OTHER BUSINESS

BC Organiser Michael Gardiner provided an overview of the newly introduced legislation in Atberta, Bill 43, The
Post-Secondary Leaming Act. He said that the provincial legisiation would combine into a single act alt of the
existing legislation in Alberta governing public post-secondary institutions. He said that in addition, the
legislation included new language that had a significant impact on students’ unions and their right to exist. He
said that the legislation would likely not be adopted until the fall and that students would have an opporiunity
to critique the proposed legislation.

A series of logistical announcements were made.

RECESS

2003/05:046 MOTION TO RECESS

17:41

Local 32/Lccal 05
Be it resolved that pienary be recessed until 14:00, Sunday, May 19, 2003.
CARRIED

the meeting recessed.
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CALL BACK TO ORDER—Sunday, May 18, 2003

14:42 the meeting was called back to order by Plenary Speaker Sylvia Sioufi.

1 ATTENDANCE ROLL CALL

Local 75
Local 05
Local 73
Local 18
Local 33
Local 76
Local 26
Local 61
Local 13
Local 72

Local 66
Local 03

Local 86
Local 04
Local 23
Local 89
Local 44

Local 42
Local 2%

Local 09

Camosun College Student Scciety

Capilano Students’ Union

City Centre Students’ Union

Douglas Students’ Union

Emily Carr Students’ Union

King Edward Students’ Union

Kwantlen Student Association

Malaspina Students’ Union

College of New Caledonia Students' Association

North Island Students’ Association

Northern Lights Students’ Association

Northwest Community College Students’ Association
Okanagan University College Students’ Association-Kelowna
Ckanagan University College Students’ Association-Penticton
College of the Rockies Students’ Union

Selkirk Students’ Association

Simon Fraser Students' Society

University of Victoria Graduate Students' Society

University of Victoria Siudents' Society

Alberta College of Art and Design Students’ Association
University of Calgary Graduate Students’ Association

University of Regina Students' Union

Local 101 University of Saskaichewan Graduate Students' Association

Local 90

Local 37
Local 96
Local 38

Local 08

Local 82
Local 28
Local 78
Local 01
Local 82
Local 83
Local 54
Local 62
Local 32
Local 30
Local 88

Local 20
Local 25
Local 94
Local 27
Local 24
Local 85

Saskatchewan Indian Federated College Students’ Association

Brandon University Students' Union

University of Manitoba Graduate Students’ Association
Association des etudiantes et étudiants du Collége universitaire
de Saint-Boniface

University of Winnipeg Students’ Association

Algoma University Students’ Association

Atkinson Students’ Association

Carleton University Graduate Students' Association
Carlgton University Students’ Association

Student Association of George Brown College
Glendon College Students' Union

University of Guelph Central Student Association
University of Guelph Graduate Students’ Association
Lakehead University Student Union

Laurentian University Students’ General Association

Association des étudiantes et étudiants francophones de I'Université

Laurentienne :

Nipissing University Student Union

Ontario College of Art and Design Students’ Union
University of Ottawa Graduate Students’ Association

Queen’'s University Society of Graduate and Professicnal Students

Ryerson Students' Administrative Council
Saint Paul Univetsity Students’ Association

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Present

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent

Absent

Present
Present
Present

Present
Present

Present
Present
Absent

Present
Absent

Present
Present

Present

Present

Present

Present

Present

Absent

Present
Present-by-proxy
Present
Present-by-proxy

Present-by-proxy
Present-by-proxy .
Present

Absent

Absent

Present

Absent
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Local 99 Scarborough Campus Students’ Union Present
Local 19 University of Toronto Graduate Students’ Union Present
Local 97 Association of Pari-Time Undergraduate Students of the University of Toronto Prasent
Local 98 University of Toronto Students’ Administrative Council Present
Local 71 Trent Central Student Association ‘ , Present
Lacal 47 University of Western Ontario Sociely of Graduate Students Present
Local 56 Wilfrid Laurier University Graduate Students’ Association Present-by-proxy
Local 48 University of Windsor Graduate Students’ Society Prasent
Local 49 University of Windsor Students’ Alliance Present
l.ocal 68 York Federation of Students Present
Local 84 York University Graduate Students’ Association Present
Local 81 Concordia Student Union Present
Local 83 Concordia University Graduate Students’ Unicn Absent
Local 79 Post-Graduate Students’ Society of McGill Present
Local 64 Acadia Students’ Union Absent
Local 85 University College of Cape Breton Students’ Union Present
Local 11 University of King’s College Society of the Students’ Union Present
Local 34 Mount Saint Vincent University Students’ Union Present
Local 07 Student Union of Nova Scotia College of Art and Design Present
Local 63 Holland College Student Union Absent
Local 70 University of Prince Edward Island Graduate Student Association Present
Local 31 University of Prince Edward island Student Union - Prasent
Local 36 Grenfeil College Student Union Present
Local 45 Marine Institute Students’ Union Present
Local 100 Graduate Students’ Union of the Memorial University of Newfoundland Present
Local 35 Memorial University Students’ Union Present
Local 46 College of the North Aflantic Students’ Association Present

Plenary Speaker Sioufi declared that quorum had been achieved.

2. COMSIDERATION OF BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT

National Treasurer Jess Turk-Browne said that the Budget Committee had spent a considerable amount
of time reviewing the actuals and comparing them to the budget. She sald that the Committee had not
made any changes to the draft budget that was presented to the meeting. She provided an orientation to
the budget.

Turk-Browne gaid that Local 86 delegate and Colleges and Institutes representative Karalee Racz and
Local 24 delegate and Ontario Component representative Mike Verticchio's names were spelt incorrectly
in the report. She said that Local 61 delegate Stephen Littley attended the Committee meseting as the
Mature and Part-time Students Representative. She asked delegates to corract their reports accordingly.

2003/05:047 MOTION
Local 18/Local 72

Be it resolved that the 2003/2004 budget be adopted as presented.

2003/05:048 MOTION TO AMEND
Local 18/Local 01

Be it resoilved that Motion-2003/05:047 be amended to include: )
- $35,000 from the contingency line item be ‘earmarked’ for a second Prairies Organiser.

CARRIED
2003/05:047 CARRIED AS AMENDED
2003/05:049 MOTION

Local 30/Local 69
Be it resolved that the Budget Committee report be adopted.
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CARRIED

3. CONSIDERATION OF ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

BC National Executive Representative Summer McFadyen said that in addition to reviewing the motions
referred to it by the plenary, the Organisational Development Committee had discussed the Federation's
programs and membership development and awareness. She said that the ideas and suggestions that
were developed in the Committee meeting would be presented at the next National Executive meeting.

McFadyen noted that Local 32 delegate James Gallant had attended the mesting on behalf of the Small
Universities Caucus, Local 8 delegate Mitch Obach had attended the meeting on behalf of the Manitoba
Component, Local 44 delegate Rich Tones and Local 81 delegate Mel Vogels had attended the
Committee meetings. She snoted that Local 26 delegaie Mohammad Aktaruzzaman had attended the
meeting as an observer. She asked delegates to corract their reports accordingly.

a. Proposal to Promote homesdstudents.com

2003/05:022 MOTION
Local 18/Local 76

Whereas homesdstudents, the Federation’s onling housing service, was created because there
is a vacuum in online housing services for students; and

Whereas homesdstudents is the Federation’s newest programme; and
Whereas it is important to promote all Federation programmes, particularly those prograrmmes
that are new; and

Whereas member local associations are responsible for promoting the programmes of the
Federation; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to promote homes4students in student day
planners; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to include links to the homes4students
site on their websites.

CARRIED

2003/05:024 - MOTION
Local 18/Local 76

Whereas it is important to promote homes4students to renters; and
Whereas campus housing centres are high traffic areas for students seeking housing; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to foster linksfiies with 'off-campus housing
centres in order to promote homes4students.com,

Local 99 delegate Ashley Morton said that while the motion refered specifically to off-campus
housing, it was also important to work with on-campus housing cenires.

McFadyen said that the intention was to encourage member locals to work with those housing
centres that dealt specifically with off-campus housing. She said that locals should work with
housing centres that were located both on and off campus.

2003/05:024 CARRIED
b.  Proposal to Adopt Acceptable Partnerships Practice
2003/05:026 MOTION

Local 05/Local 66
Whereas the Federation has endorsed the “six bucks sucks” campaign; therefore

Be it resolved that no partnerships exist with companies or organisations that contradict
Federation campaigns.
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2003/05:026
2003/05:028

2003/05:050

2003/05:051

DEFEATED

MOTION

Local 05/Local 33

Whereas parinerships with companies or orgarnisations that disregard the rights of women, the
disabled, first nations, queer people or other marginalized groups should not be endorsed; and
Whereas partnerships with companies or organisations that create products that are harmful to
people or the environment, or depend on harmful methods of production should not be endorsed,;
therefore .

Be it resolved that no partnerships exist with companies or arganisations that contradict the
Federation’s Policy, By-laws or mission statement.

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 26/Local 23

Be it resolved Motion-2003/05:028 be amended to read:

“Be it resolved that a policy be drafted to guide the Fedsration’s partnershins with companies
and/or organisations;

Be it further resoived that the policy be based upon existing Federation policy; and

Be it further resolved that the policy proposal be presehted to the November 2003 national
general meeting.”

MOTION TO AMEND THE AMENDMENT
Local 5/Local 98

Be it resolved Motion-2003/05:050 be amended to read:

“Be it resolved that a policy be drafted fo guide the Federation’s partnerships with companies
and/or organisations.”

CARRIED

Local 54 delegate Dave Hauch said that he was opposed to the amendment. He said that the
original intention of the motion was not reflected in the amendment. He said that it should be
worded more strongly.

Local 98 delegate Alex Artful-Dodger said that, although she agreed with the intenfion of the
original motion, it would be difficult to implement without the amendment. She said that the
language in the original motion was too vague. She said that “disregard” was a very broad term
that would be difficult to define. She said that the Federation needad a comprehensive policy on
partnerships.

Local 54 delegate Dave Hauch said that the Federation had very extensive policy that guided its
partnerships. He said that in the past the Federation had entered into partnerships with
organisations that contradicted the Federation’s policies. He said that a strongly worded policy
should be included in the Federation’s policy manual.

2003/05:050 CARRIED AS AMENDED
2003/05:028 CARRIED AS AMENDED
c Proposals to Amend Bylaw |

2003/05:030

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS
Local 78/Local 46

Whereas Section 2 of Bylaw |- Membershlp describes in part the Federatlon =} membersmp
application process; and

Whereas Section of 4 of Bylaw | also deals with the membership application process; and

Whereas it would be clearer and more straightforward if all language about the membership
application process was consolidated in one section of the Bylaw; therefore

Be it resolved that Section 4 of Bylaw i-Membership be removed and that Sections 1 and 2 of
Bylaw |-Membership be amended to read as follows:
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Types of Memberships

General Description: There are two types of members of the Federation, individual members and
voting members. Students, or individual members, are represented through the local student
association to which they belong. Local student associations representing individual members are called
voting members.

a. Local student associations are eligible fo receive the status of voting members in the Federation as
provided for in Bylaw |, Section 2, and 3;

b.  Individual members of the Federation will be all sludenls in Iocal student associations that are
voling members.

Types of Voting Membership Status
a.  Full Membership

General Description: Full membership is the standard form of membership in the Federation,

i,  Alocal association is eligible to apply for full membership in the Federation if its members
have approved by referendum membership in the Canadian Federation of Students,
Canadian Federaion of Students-Services and the applicable provincial component as
described in Bylaw V1l-Provincial Compenents;

ii.  Awritten application for full membership submitted by an eligible local student association wil]
be considered as a binding contract to accept the rights and responsibilities of full
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian Federation of Students-
Services and the applicable provincial component.

iil.  Within 80 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a written application for full
membership, the National Execufive will examine the application to see whether it is in order,
and will make a recommendation to the voling members of the Federation concerning the
application.

iv.  Atthe next general meefing of the Federation, the full membership application shall be put to
a vote and shall require a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes cast to be accepted.

v. - Alocal association's application for membership, once accepted by the Federation, shall
constitute a binding contract to collect and remit to ithe Federation full membership fees for
the duration of the membership; -

vi.  Not withstanding Section 2.a.vii. of this Bylaw, the fees for full member local assaciations
shall be:

- $3.00 per semester, or $6.00 per academic year, per local association individua!
mamber of the Canadian Federation of Siudents/Canadian Federation of Students-
Services, pro-rated as per the policy of the member local association; and

- the applicable provincial component fee.

vil. Beginning in 1996, the Federation membership fee shall increase on August 1 each year by
the rate of increase in the national Consumer Price Index during the previous calendar year,

b, Prospective Membership

General Description: Prospective membership is a trial membership of limited duration,

L Alocal student association is eiigible to apply for prospective membership if it has passed a
motion of its members, exsculive, councll or equivalent representative bady to apply for
prospaciive membership in the Federation and its applicable provincial component as
described in Bylaw Vil-Provincial Components;

ii.  Awritten application for prospective membership submitted by an eligible local student
association will be considered as a binding contract te accept the rights and responsibilities of
prospective membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, Canadian Federation of
Students-Services and the applicable provincial component.

iii.  Within 80 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a written application for prospeciive
membership, the National Executive will examine the application to see whether it is in order,
and will make a recommendation tc the voling members of the Federation concerning the
application.

iv.  Atthe next general meeting of the Federation, the prospective membesship application shall
be put to a vote and shall require a majerity of at least fwo-thirds of the votes cast to be
accepted.

v.  Alocal student assaciation’s application for prospective membership, ence accepted by the
Federation, shall constitute a binding contract to pay prospective membership fees, as
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2003/05:032

vi,

vil.

i,

%,

X

described in Section 2 b-vi, and conduct a full membership referendum, as described in
Secfion 2 b-viif;

The fee for prospective membership in the Fedsration shall be five per cent (5%) of the
regular Federation membership fee, notwithstanding that the fee may be reduced or waived
by a majority vote of a national general meefing or the National Executiv;

A prospeciive member associafion shall have full voting rights in Federafion national general
meefings, but shall not be permitted to designate a proxy to vote on its behalf, and shall have
the same access to Federafion reseurces and materials, except the Infemalional Student
Identity Card, that a fulf member association has;

A prospecfive member association must hold a referendum on full membership in the
Federation, in accordance with Section & of this Bylaw, within five (5) months following its
acceptance as a prospective member unless an extension is granted by the National
Execufive of the Federation;

in the event that the majority of those voting in the referendum support full membership in the
Federation, full membership will be granted at the subsequent national general meeting, at
which point prospective membership shall cease;

In the evenf that the majority of those voting in the referandum oppose full membership in the
Federation, prospeciive membership will immediately cease;

In the event that the referendum fails to achieve quorum, prospective membership will be
automatically extended and another referendum on full membership will be held within the
subsequent six (6) months in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw; and

In the event that a prospective member fails o conduct a referendum on full membership as
required by ihis Bylaw, the Federation shall have the option fo ether cancel or extend, by
majority vote of a national general mesting, the prospective membership until a referendum
on full membership is conducted.

Be it further resolved that all subsequent sections of Bylaw | be re-numbered accordingly.

CARRIED

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS

Local 78/Local 33

Whereas Section 5 of Bylaw I-Membership was adopted in 1998; and

Whereas over twenty membership referenda have now been conducted using the procedures
established in Secticn 5 of Bylaw |; and

Whereas the experience from those referenda. have served to identify areas in which the
procedures need to be madified and improved; therefore

Be it resolved that Section 5 of Bylaw I-Membership be amended to read as follows:
8. Vofe to Federate

In accordance with Secfion 2 of this Bylaw, the following shall be the rules and procedures for a
referendum ir which the individual members of a prospective member local association vote on full
membership in the Federation;

a.  Scheduling of the Referendum

The referendum will be scheduled by the prospective member association in constiltation with the
Federation,

b.  Referendum Oversight Committee

The referendum shall be overseen by a commiitiee, composed of two (2) members appointed by
the prospective local association and two (2) members appointed by the Federation, that shall be
responsible for:

3
ii.
iil.
iv.
V.
vi.

establishing the nofice requirements for the referendum in accordance with Section 5-¢ of this
Bylaw and ansuring that nofice is posted.

establishing the campaign period in accordance with Section 5-d of this Bylaw.

approving &ll campaign materials in accordance with Section 5-e of this Bylaw and removing
campaign materials that have not been approved;

daeciding the number and location of polling stafions;

setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw;

oversesing all aspects of the voting;
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2003/05:052

~ 2003/05:053

vii. counting the ballots following voting; and
viil. establishing all other rules and regu!allons for the: referendum,

¢.  Notice of the Referendum

Notice of the referendurn, that includes the referendum question and voting dates, shall be
provided fo the individual memnbers of the prospective member associafion no less than two weeks
- prior to voling in the referendum,

d. Campalgnmg
i. -~ There shall be no less than fen {10} days on which campaigning is permitted, during which
classes are in session, immediately preceding and during voting; and
ii.  Only individual members and representatives of the prospective member association,
representatives of the Federation and representatives of the Federation member local
associations shall be permitted to participate in the campaign.

e. Campaign Materials

i. Campa|gn materials shall include all materials developed specifically for the referendum
campaigh.

ii.  Materials produced by Federation that promote Federafion the campaigns and services of the
Federation shall not be considered as campaign materials unless they include specific
conient about the referendum.

il. The Federafion website shafl not be considered a campaign material unless it includes
specific content about the referendum.

iv. The Federation's annual report, financial statements, research and submissions to
government shall not be considered a campaign material.

v.  Campaign materials shall not be misleading, potentiaily libelous or false.

f.  Voting and Tabulation

i.  Voting shall be conducted at vofing stations or, subject tc agreement between the prospecfive
member association and the Federation, at a general meeting of the prospecfive mernber
associafion or by a mail-out ballof.

il.  There shell be no less than sixieen {16} hours of polling over no less than fwo (2) days,
except in the case of vofing being conducted at a general meeting.

ii.  Unless mutually agreed otherwise by the prospective member association and the
Federation, the referendum question shall be: “Are you in favour of membership in the
Canadian Federafion of Students.”

iv. Inthe event that polling is conducled at a general mesting, representatives of the Federation
and Federation member local associations shall be extended full speaking rights in the
meefing;

v.  The prospective member association and the Federation shall each appoint one poll clerk for
gach poling station.

vi,  The prospective member association and the Federation shall each be permitied fo appomt
one scrutineer to oversee the counting of ballots.

g. Appeals
Any appeals of the referendum results or rulings by the Referendum Oversight Committee shall be
adjudicated by an Appeals Committee composed of one (1) member appointed by the progpective
member association and one (1} member appomted by the Federation.
MOTION TO AMEND
Local 71/Local 73

Be it resolved that subsection e. ii in Motion-2003/05:032 amended to read:

e. Campaign Materials
ii. Materials produced by the Federation that premete campaigns and services of the Federation
shall not be considered as campaign materigls unless they include spscific content about the
referendum,
CARRIED

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 71/Local 68

Be it resolved that subsection g. in Motion-2003/05:032 be amended to read:
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g. Appeals
Any appeals of the referendum results or rulings by the Referendum Oversight Commitiee shall be
adjudicated by an Appeals Committee composed of one {1) member appointed by the
- prospective member association and one (1) member appointed by the Federafion, who were
not mermbers of the Oversight Committes.”

CARRIED

2003/05:054 MOTION TO AMEND
Local 99/Local 98

Be it resolved that subsection b. in Motion-2003/05:032 be‘ amended to read:
b. Referendum Oversight Committee

The referendum shall be overseen by a committes, composad of three (3) members appointad

jointly by the prospective member local associafion and the Federation who are members of the

prospective member local assoctation but hold no elected position with the prospective member

local association or the Federation, that shall be responsible for;

i,  estabiishing the nofice requirements for the referendum in accordance with Seciion 5-¢ of ihis
Bylaw and ensuring that nofice is pasted,

ii. establishing the campalgn period in accordance with Section 5-d of this Bylaw.

ii. approving all campaign materials in accordance with Section 5-e of this Bylaw and removing
campaign materials that have not been approved;

iv. deciding the number and locafion of polling stafions;

v.  setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw;

vi. overseeing all aspects of the voting;

vii. counting the ballats following vofing; and

viil. establishing all other rules and regulafions for the referendum.

Local 99 delegate Dan Bandurka said that the purpose of the original motion was to initiate a
debate about some of the concerns that arose during and following the membership drive at Local
99. He said that when the Local submitied the motion, it was with the understanding that it would
be amended extensively. He said that because the referendum oversight was composed of four
people, two selected by the studentis’ union and two appointed by the Federation, it could result in
a stalemate if the members of the committee could not reach an agreement. He said that although
the committee was supposed io operate on consensus, there were issues where there may be no
agreement. He said that a jointly-appointed committee of three, two representatives appointed by
the students’ union and one by the Federation, would accomplish three things; it would reduce the
possibility of a stalemate, it would remove the perception of, ar the possible, bias in the commitiee.
He said that the committee should have some autonomy from the Federation and the member
loca! association. '

Local 3 deiegate Kariha Frisque said that she was opposed to the amendment. She said that
Federation representatives brought a lot.of knowledge and perspective fo the oversight committee,
which facilitated the rLocal 3 eferendum to join the Federation. She said that the Federation had a
role to play in overseging a referendum to join the organisation. She said that she had been a
member of the Local 3 referendum oversight committee. She noted that the committee had
worked well through a variety of issues and arrived at solutions that were acceptable to everyone,

Local 44 delegate Rich Tones said that the Federation’s bylaw that governed referenda was not
only adequate but appropriate for a membership driven organisation. He said that the committee
was the process by which the 71 member local associations of the Federation and the prospective
member collectively made decisions about testing the potential members to determine if they
wanied to become members of the Federation. He said that both parties were part of the process
for good reason. He said that the Federation was there to ensure that any decision to become a
member of the Federation was in accordance with some basic principles. He said that the
organisation that sought prospective membership and subsequently full membership had the
responsibility to ensure that the vote was held.
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Local 78 delegate Andrea Rounce said that she was opposed to the amendment. She said that
she appreciated the discussions about the motions that proposed to amend Bylaw 1. She said that
they ware very interesting and thought provoking discussions. She said that the referendum
oversight committee should-work on a consensus basis. She said that although it would, at times,
be difficult to achieve agreement, it was ultimately a better sysiem because all the committes
members would have to reach an agreement rather than a majority vote. She said that the
inclusion of the appeals committee should resolve some of the concems raised by Local 9. She
said that it was important to ensure that the member iocals of the Federation had representation
on the commitiee because Federation member locals had a vested interest in the referendum
process. She said that the prospective member local should also be part of the process o ensure .
its practices and traditions were integrated.

Local 98 delegate Morton said that he supported the proposed amendment. He said that a
membership referendum was about a students’ union deciding whether to bacome a member of
the Federation. He said that the students’ union should make an autonomous decision to join or
not {o join the organisation, and that the Federation should not be involved in the process.

Local 99 delegate Bandurka sald that the process that was currently in place worked. He said,
however, that there were problems with the process and it should be amended.

2003/05:054 DEFEATED
2003/05:055 MOTION TO AMEND

2003/05:055
2003/05:056

Local 05/Local 26
Be it resolved that subsection b. in Motion-2003/05:032 be amended to read:
b. Referendum Oversight Committee
The referendum shall be overseen by a committee, composed of two (2) members appcinted by
the prospective local association and two {2) members appointed by the Federation and one (1)
member at large who is appointed and agreed upon by bath parties, that shall be respensible for:
i.  establishing the notice requirements for the referendum in accordance with Section 5-c of this
Bylaw and ensuring that notice is posted.
ii.  establishing the campaign period in accordance with Section 5-d of this Bylaw.
ii.  approving all campaign materials in accordance with Section 5-e of this Bylaw and removing
campaigh materials that have not been approved;
iv.  deciding the number and location of polling stations;
v, setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 5-f of this Bylaw;
vi. overseeing all aspecis of the vofing;
vii. - counting the ballots fellowing vofing; and
viii. establishing all other rules and regulations for the referendum.

Local 5 delegate Jeannettz Abbey said that the proposal to include one additional person on the
committee was iniended to break a deadlock should one occur. She sald that both the Federation
and the prospective member local students’ association would have representation on the
commitiee.

Local 83 delegate Tobias Whitfield said that he was opposed to the amendment. He said that It
would be virtually impossible to find a student who was well enough informed about referenda
processes who could participate in such a committee. He said that it was also unlikely that there
was anyone who was unbiased who could participate on the committee, He said that everyone
had a bias and ignoring or denying the bias meant that it was merely hidden and as a result more
difficult to address. He said that for the referendum to proceed smoothly there shouid be an
emphasis on consensus. '

National Graduate Caucus Chairperson Jesse Greener said that he was opposed to the motion.
He said that the model that was being proposed moved too far from the existing consensus model.
DEFEATED

MOTION TO AMEND
Locatl 99/Local 98 .
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2003/05:056
2003/05:032
2003/05:034

Be it resolved that subsection d L. in
Motion-2003/05:032 be amended to read:
d. Campaigning

i.  There shall be no less lha;l ten (10) days on which campaigning is permitted, during which
classes are in session, immediately preceding voting; and

Local 99 delegats Bandurka said that it should be the responsibilities of the Commitiee to
determine if campaigning on vofing days was necessary or appropriate.

Local 98 delegate Ariful Dodger said that Local 98 seconded the motion because it was an
important issue for the meeting fo consider. She said that she believed that campaigning during
voting had many benefits. She said that the voter turnout for the membership referendum at
University of Toronto had been higher than voter turnout for any presidential election. She said
that campaigning during voting resulted in higher voter turn-out and it meant that the referendum
was more representative and democratic. She said that the prospective member local and the
Federation should empioy meihods 10 ensure that students were encouraged to vote,

Local 1 delegate George Soule said that allowing campaigning during voting inéreased
participation. He said that people would campaign during the voting period regardless of whether it
was permitted so it was better to allow campaigning and regulate it just as the preceding days
were regulated.

Local 98 delegate Morton said that the amendment did not ban campaigning during voting. He
said that it changed which parties were responsible for determining when campaigning was
permitted. He said that the bylaws should not dictate whether campaigning was permitted. He said
that there may be a culture at a local that did not allow campaigning during voiing so the bylaw as
it was written would create a conflict.

Local 11 delegate Ben Peariman said that he was in favour of the amendment. He said that Local
11’s bylaws prevented campaigning during voting and, although the Local would not be holding a
referendum on membership, the bylaws should not contradict the Local’s bylaws. He added that
Local 11 enjoyed high voter turnout even without campaigning during voting.

DEFEATED
CARRIED AS AMENDED

MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS
Local 99/Local 25

Be it resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 5, entitied “Vote to Federate” be replaced in full with the
fallowing text.

5. Vote to Federate

The individual member of a praspective students association may vote on becoming full members in the
Fedarafion, subject to the following rules and procedures:

a. Notice
i. Al natices issued by either the students' association shall be delivered by registered mail to
‘ the head office of the Federation.

il.  All notices issued by the Referendum Committee shall be delivered by registered mail to the
head office of the Federation, and of the sfudents’ association.

il.  The following notice shall be issued by the sfudents' association no later than two (2) months
after the request for Prospective membership. The Federation shall be notifled at least two (2)
weeks in advance of the date, time, and location of the first meefing in a possible serfes of
meetings between the students’ association and the Federation to jointly appoint the
members of the Referendum cormmitiee.

iv.  The following notices must be given to the student association's membership:

a.  Notice of the vote to federate must be posted one (1) month before the campaign period
for duration of two (2) weeks. The following infarmation shall be included on the notice: -
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1. Parties or individuals interested in forming an official “No” campaign can contact
the Referendum Committes;
2 method of obtaining referendum materials, including:
- Federation By-Laws;
- - Students’ association By-Laws;
- Compromises to by-laws, as determined by 5.d.viil;
- All rules of the referendum;
Any other materials relevant to the referendum;
3. . the dates of the campaign period,
4, the dafes of the vofing period;
5. the names and contact information of the Referendum Committee.

b.  Notice of the referendum question and other ballot information must be posted at least
two (2) weeks before the campaign period begins for duration of fwo (2) weeks. The
following information shall be included on the notice:

1. the official question;

2. the dates of campaign period;

3 the dates and time of voting;

4. the iocation{s) of polling station{s);

5. the contact information of the Referendum Committee.

¢.  Notice of the referendum results shall be issued immediately after the results of the vote
are known, and should be posted for duration of two (2) weeks. The following
informafion shall be included on the nofice:

1. the official question;

2. the number of spoiled ballots, rejected ballots, *Yes® voies, “No” votes, “Abstain®
votes, total number of voters, and {otal number of potential voters;

3. the release date for final report of the Referendum Commitiee

4,  the deadline for submitting appeals about the referendum process fo the siudents’
association, which shall be no eariier than one {1) week after the release of the
final report of the Referendum Commitiee;

5. the official of the students’ association to whem all appeals can be directed;

6  thedate, time and location of the meeting for which the students' assoclation shall
rule on all appeals and ratify the results of the referendurm,

Campalgmng

il

iii.

There shall be no less than three (3) weeks of campaigning immediately preceding the voting
during which classes are in session;

Carmpaigning shall include a public forum regarding the vote to federate and related issues,
The forum shall include both campaigns, *Yes" and *No”, pending formation of an official “No”
campaign,

Only individual members and representatives of the students’ association, representatives of
the Federafion member local associations shall be permitted to parficipate in the "Yes"
campaign.

Individuats whe would like to form an official *No" campaign may do so. Notics, in the form of
a letter, must be given io the Referendum Committee expressing such an interest.
Campaigning is allowed on the days of voting, however absolutely no campaign material may
be within fifty {50) metres or direct sight of the polling stafion(s).

Votmg

Voting shall be conducted at voling stations or, subject to the agreement of the Federation, at
a general meeting of the students’ association or by a mail out ballot.

There shall be no less than sixteen (16} hours of palling over no [ess than two (2) days,
except in the case of voling being conducted at a general mesting.

in the event that polling s conducted at a general mesting, representatives of the Federation
and Federation member local associations shall be extended full speaking rights in the
meeting.

Quorum for the vote shall be that of the students' association or five percent (5%} of the
members of the students' association, whichever is higher.
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d. Administeting the Campaign

i

.

xi.

A Referendum Committee shall be comprised of three {3) sfudents who are members of the
sludents' association and have no direct affiliation with students’ assaciation or the
Federation.

‘The members the Referendum committee shall be j?oinﬂy appointed by the Federation and the

students’ association, as outlined in 5.a.ii.

A committee chair shall be selected from the three (3) appointed committee members. The
chair shall coordinale the business of and preside at all meefings of the Referendum
committee.

The formation of the referendum commitiee shall inglude a *Yes" campaign contribution of

52000 fo be held in frust by the commities. The $2000 shall be made available in the form of

reimbursements to the official "No” campaign in exchange for expense receipts.

An official “No” campaign can form any time prior to the voting period of the referendum.
The Referendum Committee shall be empowered by the Federation fo administer the
referendum on its behalf.

o) mnometadiee Perrod A e e 3
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referendum on its behalf prior to the notfice required in 5.a.iv.

ii. Any compromises that must be made to either the Federation by-laws or the students’

assogiation hy-taws shall be decided upon before the notice of the referendum is served, as
outlined in 5.a.iv. The Referendum Committze shall be empowered to make these
compromises, as required by 5.d.vi. and vil.

Within the confines of the referendum, the principles of democracy must be upheld. As such,

“the Referendum Committee must:

a  remain independent and non-partisanship, while exhibiting professionalism;

be non-poitical but capabte of aperating in a political environment;

be designated to serve the voters by providing them with the highest qualify service;
enable voters to exercise their rights with the least possible inconvenience;
demonstrate respect for bylaws and resolutions of the Federafion and the students'
assaciation, and make fair, well-informed compromises when discrepancies exist;

f-  provide reimbursements for "No" campaign expenses, subject to 5.d.iv;

g. discuss and rule on all issues, complaints and appeals arising from the referendum.
The Referendum committee shall be responsible for:

a.  deciding the manner of voting, be that by referendum, general meefing or mail out
ballat;

approving all materials to be distribuied;

deciding the baliet question;

overseeing fhe voting;

deciding the number and lozation of polling stations;

sounting ballots;

adjudicating all appeals;

establishing all other rules and regulations for the vote;

issuing public reports describing all business that has been and still needs to be
conducted by the Referendum Committee. Such reports shall be issued to the students’
association and the Federation prior fo releasing the notice required by 5.a.iv.a,
following the counting of the ballots, and following adjudication of all referendum
appeals. The final report must comprehensively describe the referendum process and
all decisions of the committee.

$250 honararia shall be provided to each of the non-chair Referendum Committee
members upon release of the finad report. The chair of the Refarendum Committee shall
recelve $500 upon release of the final report. All honoraria shall be paid by the
federation.

All expenses of the Referendum Committee shall be paid for by the students’
association,

P ap o
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e. Ratification

Following the release of the final report of the Referendum Committes, the students’
association shall ratify the results of the referendum. Appeals of the decisions made by



CLOSING PLENARY MINUTES - PAGE 13
43rd Semi-Annual National General Meeting
Thursday, May 15 to Sunday, May 18, 2003—Ottawa

the Referendum Committee shall be adjudicated by the sfudents’ assosiation prior to
rafifying the results of the referendum.

ii. Ifastudents' associafion membership has approved membership in the Federation
through the referendum, then immediately following ratification of the referendum results
by the students' association, the students’ association shall issue a request to the -
Federation for full membership in the Federation.

ii. ~ The Federation shall accept or reject the students’ associations request for full
membership at the first annual general meeting of the Federation following such
request. The final report of the Referendum Committes shall be made avaiiable to all
member [ccals of the Federation in a responsible time prior o the acceptance or
tejection of the request. ‘

iv. Following the decision of the Federation on the request for full membership, the
students' association shall be notified of the decision in writing, Should the Federation
accept the requast, the students’ association shall have assumed the privileges and
responsibilities of full membership in the Federation

v.  Prospective membership shall seize upon issuing the response letter regarding full
membership.

and,
Be it further resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.v. be amended o read:
2. Types of Voting Membership Status
b.  Prospective Membership

v, A prospective member association must hold a referendum on full membership in
the Federation, in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw;

and,

Be it further resolved that Bylaw 1, Section 2.b.vi. and vii. be delsted, and subsequent sub-
sections be renumbered.

DEFEATED
d. Proposal to Expand Aboriginal Caucus Section of Common Handbook
2003/05:040 MOTION
Local 26/Penticton Campus Students’ Association

Be it resolved that the portion of the common handbook pertaining to the Aboriginal Caucus
be expanded to include the history of the Caucus and its current campaigns.

CARRIED
e.  Proposal to Amend Term ‘Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered’
2002/11:017 MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS, STANDING RESOLUTIONS, AND POLICY

Local 05/Local 61

Be it resolved that the term “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered” be replaced with the
word “Queer” in all Bylaws, Standing Resclulions and Policies.

Telfer said that the motion was tabled by the previous general meeting. He said that the Leshian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Constituency Group had debated the merits of amending the

name. He said that the Constituency Group ultimately decided that the name should be changed
and that it was a positive development.

Local 68 delegate Kathryn Waters said that the Local intended to vote against the motion. She
said that the Transgendered, Bisexual, Lesbian and Gay Alliance at York University had discussed
at length the proposed name change. She said that the group could not find a way to adequately
address the concems of the fransgendered members. She said that within the gueer community
transsexuals and transgendered people are ofien excluded and alignated and the name change
did not address that problem,.

Local 38 delegate Miguel Viefaure asked if the word “queer” could be aécurately translated into
French.
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Telfer said that he had investigated whether the word could be translated and had not been able
to find a definitive term. He explained that one of the terms that was used was “allosexul-le” but
that it was not the most appropriate phrase for the Federation’s use.
2003/05:057 MOTION TO AMEND
Local 38/Local 89 .
Be It resolved that Motion-2002/11:017 be amended to include:

“Be if further resolved that research for an equivalent term in French for queer be conducted;
and :

Be it further resolved that while an equivalent term in Frencﬁ for queer is sought, the french
equivalent of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered continue to be used.”

CARRIED

Local 24 delegate Aviva West said that she was in favour of the motion. She said that the broader
term was more inclusive. She said that she understood that some transgendered people might
find the term restrictive but it was a step forward.

A Local 5 delegate said that the Constituency Group had discussed the option of adding the term
“queer” o the existing name however the proposal was defeated bacause members of the
constituency group did not want to lengthen the name.

2002/11:017 CARRIED AS AMENDED 7
f. Proposal to Develop Promotional Materials
2003/05:058 MOTION

Local 24/Local 35

Be it resolved that rave cards be produced promoting membership in the Federation; and

Be it further resolved that the cards be distributed with International Student identity Cards; and
Be it further resolved that the cards be produced for distribution in September 2003.

CARRIED
g. Proposals Regarding Homesdstudents.com
2003/05:059 MOTION

Local 05/Local 18
Be it resolved that the housing website homes4students.com be renamed homes4students.ca.
CARRIED

2003/05:060 MOTION
Local 08/Local 76

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to soliclt parinerships with landlords that
comply with the laws governirig tenancy.

CARRIED
h. Proposal to Identify Accessible Businesses in Studentsaver Guide
2003/05:061 MOTION

Local 76/l.ocal 26

Be it resolved that the Studentsaver discount guide include tcons indicating wheelchair
accessible businesses.

CARRIED

2003/05:062 MOTION
: Local 33/Local 25

Be 1t resolved that Organisational Development Committee report be adopted.
CARRIED
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4. CONSIDERATION OF ELECTORAL REPORT

a.  Alberta Representative -

2003/05:;063 MOTION
Local 21/Local 42

Be it resolved that Rashaad Sader {Local 21) be ratified as the Alberta Representative for the

2003-2004 term. ‘
CARRIED .
b. Prince Edward Island Representative
2003/05:064 MOTION

Local 31/Local 70

Be it resolved that Jeffery Clow {Local 31) be ratified as the Prince Edward Island Representative
for the 2003-2004 term.

CARRIED
C. Saskatchewan Representative
2003/05:065 MOTION

Local 101/Local 9

Be it resolved that Angela Regnier (Local 101) be ratified as the Saskatchewan Representative
for the 2003-2004 term. ‘

CARRIED
d. Students of Colour Representative

2003/05:066 MOTION
' Local 68/Local 1

Be it resolved that Joseph Zangar Bright (Local 1) be ratified as the Students of Colour
‘Representative on the Nafional Executive for the 2003-2004 term.

CARRIED
e. Francophone Students’ Representative
2003/05:067 MOTION

Local 3/Local 1

Be it resolved that Mike Quellet (Local 18) be ratified as the Francophone Students’
Representative on the National Executive for the 2003-2004 term.

CARRIED
f. Graduate Students’ Representative
2003/05:068 MOTION

Local 83/Local 19

Be it resolved that Robert Johnson (Local 78) be ratified as the Graduate Students’
Representative on the National Executive for the 2003-2004 term.

CARRIED
q. Women's Representative

. 2003/05:069 MOTION

Local 98/_ocal 3

Be it resolved that Christa Peters (Local 76) be ratified as the Women's Representative on the
National Executive for the 2003-2004 term.

CARRIED
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h. National Executive Elections

2002/11:070 WMOTION

Local 72/Local 36 ]
Be it resolved that the ballots be destroyed.
CARRIED

CAUCUS AND CONSTITUENCY GROUP REPORTS

National Graduate Caucus

National Graduate Caucus Chairperson Greener said that the Director of the Canadian Association for
Graduate Studies, Jean Pierre Gaberi, aitended the meeting to talk about the new direction that the
Canadian Association of Graduate Students was taking in terms of lobbying on various issues. Greener
provided a brief overview of the Caucus’ campaign, “Whistleblowers”, which was designed to highlight
the importance of academic freedom. He said that the campaign scught to protect those academics who
defended their academic freedom which in turn protected the public good. He said that the campaign
also helped to strengthen the research mandate at public instttutions. He noted that posiers had been
printed that would be distributed to member locals. He said that a website would also be developed. He
thanked the delegates who attended the Caucus meeting for contributing to the discussions and
congratulated the incoming members of the Caucus Executive.

Aboriginal Caucus

Aboriginal Students® Representative Lorisha Cook thanked the Algonquin First Nations for the use of
their land. She thanked members of the Caucus and observers for parficipating in the meetings. She
said that the Caucus had welcomed two guests from the Assembly of First Nations who gave a
presentation cn the First Nations Governance Act. She said that the Caucus was intending to expand its
campaign opposing the First Nations Governance Act, including the production of various matetials. She
said that there was some urgency because the Act could be pushed through the House and the Senate
in June. She said that the Caucus wished to thank outgoing members of the National Executive and
ouigoing BC Chairperson Jaime Matten.

Student Artists’ Constituency Group

Local 33 delegate Lisa MaclLeod reported that she had been elected as the Constituency Group’s
Commissioner. She said that the members of the Group discussed encroaching privatisation in many
areas including campus expansion and curricufum development. She said that the Group also discussed
chronic underfunding of arts facilities and deteriorating equipment. She said that the Group also
discussed the emergence of programs that were designed to be solely responsive to market demands at
the expense of critical and comprehensive curriculum. She said that the Group would be examining
intetlectual properiy policies and the effect on creative work.

Students of Colour Constituency Group

Students of Colour Representative Joseph Bright reported that he had been elected as the Students of
Colour Commissioner. He said that the number of delegates attending and participating in the Group
continued fo increase at each meeting. He said that the Group had directed him to ensure that at every
meeting, an anti-oppression workshop be held. He said that the group had discussed the proliferation of
racial profiling.

Students with Disabilities Constituency Group

Local 61 delegate Mel Vogels reparied that she and Northern Lights College Studenis’ Association
delegate Kim Davidson had been elacted as co-commissioners for the constituency group. She said that
the members of the Group discussed & number of issues including: workshop ideas for future general
meetings and the requirement that students who received Canada study grants pay taxes on adaptive
equipment. '
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Francophone Students’ Constituency Group

Francophone Students’ Representative Chris Mazeroll said that the Francophone Students Constituency
Group had discussed the motion proposing that the name of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgendered Students Constituency Group be changed. He said that two guests from the Fédération
étudiante universitaire du Québec attended the meeting and briefed delegates about post-secondary
education issues in Québec. He said that there had also been discussions about ways to increase the
number of francophone students participating at the campus level and in the Federation.

International Students’ Cohstituency Group

Boyko said that the members of the International Students’ Constituency Group had discussed the
motions that concerned international students. He said that one of the issues that the Group spent the
most time discussing was the Federation’s campaign to allow international students to work off-campus
with no restrictions.

Leshian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Students’ Constituency Group

Koette said that members of the Lasbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Students’ Constituency
Group discussed Bill C-250, a proposed amendment to the Criminal Code o include sexual orientation

under hate propaganda. He said that it was an issue of basic human rights.

2003/05:071 MOTION
Local 44/ ocal 18

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to write letters of support for Bill C-250.
CARRIED

Koette said that the Group discussed the potential name change of the Constituency Group. He said that
there was a concerted effort to incorporate the concerns of all groups. He said that the members of the
Group reminded locals to continue working to protect those who did not categorise themselves as queer.
He said that soclety still had a lot of work to do to accept transgendered people, gay marriage, and other
issues. He said that he was the newly elected Quueer Commissioner. .

Mature and Part-Time Students’ Constituency Group
Boyko said that there would be no report from the Mature and Part-Time Students’ Constituency Group.
Women's Caucus

Women’s Representative Christa Peters reporied that the Young Women’s Christian Association
{YWCA) and Much Music had approached the Federation with a proposal fo produce “No Means No”
coasters that had drug test strips on them. She said that the intention was for peoplé in bars to use the
coaster to test their drinks for date rape drugs. She said that the members of the Group had an exiensive
discussion about the pros and cons of such a campaign. She said that there were concerns that the
coasters would give women a false sense of security, and send woman the message that if their drink
did not test positive for drugs, they could continue drinking. She said that Statistics Canada showed that
alcohol was the major contributing factor in incidents of date rape. She said that thers was a desire to
work with the YWCA and Much Music fo raise awareness about date and acquaintance rape so she
would be in contact with them.

Peters said that the Group reviewed the fact sheet that had been produced for the “Equal Minds, Equal
Oppeortunity” campaign. She said that the campaign was intended to show the disparity in participation
between women and men entering non-traditional fields, trades, sciences and engineering. She said that
a resource sheet had also been prepared and members of the Group had been asked to provide
additional resource information to include.

Peters said that the Group alsc reviewed the newly developed “No Means No” website.

2003/05:072 MOTION TO RECESS
Local 69/Local 100

Be it resolved that the meeting recess for two hours.
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CARRIED
16:48 the mesting recessed.
19:16 the meeting reconvened.

6. CONSIDERATION OF CAMPAIGNS AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS REPORT

Boyko said that Manitoba National Executive representative Margaret Carlyle and he had facilitated the
Campaigns and Government Relations Commitiee mestings. He provided an overview of the 2003-2004
Campaigns Strategy. He said that the-leadership race within the federal Libera! party would provide the
Federation with an opportunity to highlight the government’s policies on post-secondary education. He
noted that the Federation had been contacted by all of the candidates for the federal leadership of the
Liberal Party and representatives would be meeting with them fo discuss the Federation's pelicies.

Boyko said that the Campaigns Strategy included the Federation’s long-standing campaign for a
dedicated post-secondary education transfer payment, a campalgn against the implementation of
income contingent student loan repayment schemes, and access for part-time students to student
financial assistance, He noted that the charter challenge to the Bankruptcy Act was also included. He
axplained that, in addition fo challenging law in the courts, the Federation continued to lobby the
govemment to change the Act. :

Boyko said that one of the primary campaigns for the organisation was the campaign to reduce tuition
fees. He explained that while the campaign to reduce fees had been ane of the Federation's primary
campaigns for over 20 years it was fime fo highlight the issue through a wide-scale mobilisation across
the country. ' '

Boyko noted that the third aspect of the Strategy included some of the Federation’s standing campaigns
including the campaign against the privatisation of post-secondary education.

2003/05:073 MOTION
Local 95/Local 7

Be it resolved that the 2003-2004 Campaigns and Govemmeni Relations Strategy be adopted.

CARRIED
a. Proposal to Participate in International Day of Action and Strike against the FTAA
2003/05:020 MOTION

Local 91/Local 83

Whereas the Federation has endorsed the international campaign to siop both the Free Trade
Area of the-Americas and General Agreement on Trade in Services agreements for the negative
effects they will have on our education system, as well as on social, environmental and labour
standards throughout the Americas and the world; therefore

Be it resolvad that the Federation endorse the International Days of Action and Sirike against the
Free Trade Area of the Americas taking place Novembsr 20-23 2003, in conjunction with the
Free Trade Area of the Americas meetings in Miami, Florida;

Be it further resolved that provincial components be encouraged to organise local participation in
this campaign; and
Be it further resolved that the Federation offer support to provincial components as nesded for
this campaign, such as providing relevant educational materials.
Boyko explained that the Committee was recommending that the motion be ruled redundant
because the campaign had already been incorporated into the 2003-2004 Campaign Strategy.
2003/05:020 RULED REDUNDANT

b. Proposal to Develop Strategy Against De-Designation

2003/05:036 MOTION
Local 11/Local 7
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Whereas the Council of Ministers of Education Canada is déliberating linking designation of
institutions for student ican purposes to student loan default rates; and

Whereas a poliby of de-designation would lead to students in many programmes and/or
institutions becoming ineligible for student loans; and

Whereas this policy would have a negative impact both on acceSS|b|l|ty and on the ab:hty of
institutions to offer programmes; therefore

Be it resolved that a fact sheet be produced on de-designation;

Be it further resolved that a letter be written to the Council of Ministers of Education Canada
outfining the Federation's opposition to the policy; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to seek endorsements from local faculty
associations, university and college senates and education councils, Boards of Governors, and
other coalition partners for the Federation’s position opposing de-designation.

Boyko said that there were politicians, bureaucrais and administrators who had been proposing
that if a program or institution had high Canada Student Loan repayment defauit rates, the
students in that program or at that particular institution would no longer have access to Canada
Studeni Loans. He said that the proposal, known as de-designation, would have negative
implications for economically depressed regions of Canada, or fields of study that did not result in
financially viable work upon graduation. He said that if de-designation was implemented it would
be a fundamental shift from universities and colleges being places of higher learning to being
output driven places.

2003/05:074 MOTION TO AMEND

2003/05:036
C.
2003/05:042

Local 11/Local 7

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:036 be amended to include the word “public” to modify all
references to “institutions.”

CARRIED

Local 11 delegate Ben Pearlman said that in Nova Scofia there had been strong hints that a de-
designation policy would be implemented. He said that the government had indicated that it would
be targeted at private institufions, however, the government had also said that it would make no
distinction in the legislation between private and public institutions. He said that the goal was to
stop the process before it proceeded any further.

CARRIED AS AMENDED
Proposal to Develop Campaign on Post-Secondary Education Act

MOTION
Local 32/Local 44

Whereas the Federation committed at the May 2002 general meeting to a campaign of “reducing
fees until they are free™; and

Whereas the Federation has committed to the establishment of a “national system of standards
of post-secondary education” including “a Universal Post-Secondary Education Act”; therefore

Be it resolved that a nationally focused and provincially coordinated campaign for the
establishment of a “Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act” be launched; and

Be it further resolved that the proposed Universal Frae Post-Secondary Education Act include

five criteria analogous to the Canada Health Act, namely:

i.  Public Administration: that the administration of the post-secondary education system of a
province or territory must be carried out on a non-profit basis by a public authority;

ii. Comprehensiveness: that a full range of programmes and courses, representing a diversity
of knowledge and experience, be available at all post-secondary Institutions;

iii, Universality: that all persons in the province or territory must be entitied to public post-
secondary education on uniform terms and conditions;

iv, Portability: that access to post-secondary education programmes must be maintained when
a person moves of travels within Canada or travels outside the couniry; and
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- 2003/05:075

Lt

2003105
d.
2002/11:087

e.
2003/05:076

v. Accessibility: that all residents of Canada are ensured access to post-secondary education,
unimpeded by financial or other barriers, without direct fees, and with grant-based financial
support to cover cost of living and study expenses.

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 44/Loca[ 11

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:042 be amended to read as follows:

“Be it resolved that a nationally focused and provincially coordinated campaign for the
establishment of a “Universal Free Post-Secondary Education Act” be launched.”

CARRIED
Boyko said that the Federation had endorsed the Canadlan Association of University Teacher’s
draft legislation for a post-secondary education act. He said that the motion was intended to
reinforce the Federation’s work to secure a post-secondary act. He said that the amendment was
a proposal to simplify the main motion.

CARRIED AS AMENDED
Proposal to Support Students’ Right to Education

MOTION
Local 98/Local 91

-Be it resolved that support for the rights of Palestinian students to have access to education,
freedom, and self-determination be communicated to the Canadian government;

Be it further resolved that a letter be writien to the Canadian government that condemns the
Israeli government's closure of Palestinian universities and it's prevention of studenis’ travel to
and from these universities;

Be it further resolved that the letter call for a reversal of these tnhumane pollcles while alse
expressing solidarity with students in Palestine;

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to send SImllar letters.
CARRIED

Proposal to Adopt Campaign Opposing Alberta Legisiation

MOTION

Local 68/Local 33

Whereas there has been a growing trend across Canada on the part of campus administrations
to eurtail the right of students to organise autonomously; and

Whereas only Québec and British Columbia have legislation protecting students’ right io orgaruse
independently and without external interference; and -

Whereas the Alberta government has just introduced legislation that not only curtails students’
right to independent organising but also removes the right to strike for teaching assistants and
faculty; therefore

Be it resolved that Bill 43, currently before the Alberta Iegtslature be opposed;

Be it further resolved that a letter be sent to Premier Ralph Klein expressing opposition to Bill 43;
and :

Be it further resolved that member and non-member students’ unions be encouraged fo send
similar latters;

Be it further resolved that other social justlce organlzatlons be called upon to oppose the
legislation;

Be it further resclved that a membership advisory summarizing the legisiation be produced and
distributed in a timely fashion; and

Be it further resolved that, where necessary, provincial legislation be sought that protecis
students’ right to organise, :
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2003/05:077

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 78/Local 21

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:078 be amended fo read:

“Be it further resolved that a letier be sent to Alberta Premier Ralph Klein and the current Minister
of Learning Dr. Lyle Odberg by the end of July, 2003 expressing opposition to those section of
Bill 43 that curtail students’ rights to independent organising and prohibit academic staff and
graduate students from striking and consenting to strike; and

Be it further resolved that member students’ unions be encouraged to send similar letters;

Be it further resolved that all provincial components be encouraged to draft, and lobby for the
implementation of, provincial lsgislation that protects students’ rights to organise;

Be it further resolved that a membership advisory summarizing Bill 43, highlighting items that go
against Federation policies be produced by Federation researchers and circulated to all member
locals by no later than the end of June 2003; and

Be it further resolved that the tools and resources of the Federation in parﬁéular the experience
of Federation researchers and the National Executive be offered to member and non-member
students’ unions of Alberta in order to strengthen their ability to respond to Bill 43.

Local 21 delegate Jennifer Pelley said that she had prepared whereas clauses however because it
was an amendment they could not be included in the motion. She said that she would read the
clauses because they captured much of the motivation for the motion;

Whereas on May 12, 2003 the Alberta legisiature proposed legislation termed Bill 43-The
Posi-Secondary Leaming Act that combines and updates the Universities Act, the Colleges
Adt, the Technical Institutes Act and the Banff Cenire Act;

Whereas the Canadian Federalion of Students is particularly concerned that Bill 43 as
proposed curiails students’ rights to independent organising and furthermore prohibits any
person, member of academic staff, or member of the graduate siudents’ association
employed by the board as instructional staff from striking or consenliing to a strike;

Whersas a number of Canadian Federation of Students policies support the right of alf
individuals to strike;

Whereas there have been a growing and troubling trend across Canada on the part of local
administrations to curtall the right of students lo organise autanomously;

Whereas only Quebec and Britlsh Columbia have legisiation protecting srudents rights to
organise independently and without external interference;

Whereas the studenis on whom Bill 43 will have the greatest impact are those in the
Province of Alberta;

Whereas some parts of Bill 43 may prove beneficial to Alberfa students; therefore...

Peliey said that the original motion called for the entire Bill to be opposed. She said, however, that
there had not been sufficient analysis of the Bill to oppose it in its entirety. She said that member
and non-member students’ unions in Alberta had known that the legistation was being developed
and students had been consulted about the contents of the Bill. She said that Local 21 had
concerns about the removal of the right to strike and would appreciate the Federation's support in
proposing amendments to the legislation. . '

BC Representative Summer McFadyen said that she was in favour of the amendment. She said
that it was important for the Federation to challenge the issues that threatened students’ rights.
She said that addressing very specific sections of the legislation would have more impact on
legisiators, She said that members in BC supported the members in Alberta and would be happy

1o provide assistance in their efforts to amend the legislation.
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Local 68 delegate Waters said that she was opposed to the amendment. She said thai, in the
ovent that the efforts to amend the legislation failed, the motion did not provide further direction.
She said that there should be an understanding that the bill would be opposed should the efforts
. o uppose sections of the bill fail.. - '
2003/05:078 MOTION TO AMIEND
Local 54/L.ocal 97

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:076 be amended to include;

“Be it further resolved that the growing practice of governments’ to combine legislation and
omnibus bills, including pieces of regressive legislation be opposed.

Local 54 delegate Hauch said that including some good legistation in a lengthy bill that contained
regressive Initiatives was a strategy on the part of the government. He said that it was an attempt
to placate people so they would neglect to address the other, worse sections of the bitl. He said
that it was a practice that should be stopped and governments should be required to present

il H i 17 ] 3 bm kv smdmrd e eoned (e Bl it Fa ol
shorter bills 50 legislation could nct be buried or used in this Tashion.

Local 21 delegate Pelley said that point of the new legislation was to combine the various acts and
streamline the legislation that governed post-secondary education. She said that she was not
confident that the government was. atiempting to sneak legislation through by presenting a lengthy
bill. She said that it was possible that the language already existed elsewhere.

Local 72 delegaie Pat Barbosa said that the term “regressive” was vague and would be
interpreted it oo many ways. -

2003/05:078 DEFEATED

2003/05:077 CARRIED

20032/05:076 CARRIED AS AMENDED

f. Proposal to Adopt Campaign Opposing the Persecution of the Falun Dafa

2003/05:079 MOTION
[ocal 83/Local 7

Whereas Falun Dafa (also known as Falun Gong) is a traditional practice of body and mind
based on the universal principle of “Truthfulness-Compassion-Talerance and is commended for
its devotion fo public service and commitment to improving health in mind, body and spirit; and

Whereas many Falun Dafa practitioners across Canada are students and members of the
Federation; and

Whereas all Falun Dafa activities, including classes and conferences, are offered by volunteers
and are open to the public free of charge; and

Whereas the four year long persecution of Falun Dafa in China severely violates fundamental
human rights protected in Chinese constitutional law, and has caused at least 673 deaths of
practitioners; and

Whereas the Chinese Embassy in Canada repeatedly sent our members defamatory and
contradictory materials against Falun Dafa, which s unacceptable interference with our
supporting Falun Dafa practitioners’ rights of practice, and serves to excite the hatred of Faiun
Dafa; therefore

Be it resolved that the Chinese Embassy or other Chinese government officials be urged to stop
sending any defamatory materials about the Falun Dafa; and

Be it further resolved that the Canadian Government be reguested fo pubiicly urge the Chinese
authorities to stop the persecution of the Faiun Dafa. '
2003/05:080 MOTION TO POSTPONE
: Logcal 61/l.ocal 9
Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:079 be postponed to the November 2003 general meeting.

CARRIED
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2003/05:07%

.
2003/05:081

2003/05:081
h.
2003/05:082

2003/05:082
i,
2003/05:083

POSTPONED.

Proposal to Adopt Campaign Opposing the Concentration of Corporate Media
MOTION ,
Local 54/Local 68 : .
Whereas mainstream media in Canada is controlled by a limited number of corporations;
Whereas the existence of independent and alternative media, including student media outlets, is
threatened by this growing media concentration;
Whereas the Federation has policy opposing corporate media concentration and supporting
student media outlets; therefore
Be it resolved that the a campaign be undertaken that highlights the problems that come with
media concentration including, but not limited to, media bias and the threat to democracy; and
Be it further resolved that the campaign include statements of solidarity with alternative and
independent media outlets.

Local 33 delegate Lisa MacLeod said that she was opposed io the motion, She said that there had
not been a thorough discussion about the proposal.

CARRIED ‘

Proposal to Adopt Campaign Opposing the Criminalisation of Dissent
MOTION
Local 68/Local 54

Whereas the level of student dissent against racism, war and occupation is growing across
Canada and, as a result of this dissent, student activists have found themselves targeted by
various university adminisirators, governments and police forces; therefore

Be it resolved that the growing criminalisation of dissent be strongly opposed;

Be it further résolved that a campaign be undertaken to show solidarity with and support for
student activists facing political persecution and backlash;

Be it further resolved that such support include in-kind donations; and
Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to take the similar actions.

Boyko said that the campaign was intended to protect the right to organise and mobilise. He said
that 'codes of conduct’ were being implemented at campuses across the country targeting those
who were not covered by collective agreemenis as teaching assistants or instructors. He noted
that the codes linked academic penalties to non academic behaviour, He said that the codes
exceeded the Criminal Code and were a blatant attempt to stifle dissent on campus. He said that
the Campaign and Government Relations Committee believed that the Federation should make an
effort to defend and protect those who had been targeted.

CARRIED

Proposal to Adopt Campaign Promoting Student-Owned and Operated Businesses
MOTION
Local 94/Local 24

Whereas food providers and other essential services on university campuses are increasingly
becoming controlled by large corporations that create de facto menopolies that care more about
profits than students’ well-being; and

Whereas these large corporations, often in conjunction with university administrations, are
increasingly employing predatory practices to force out student-run businesses; therefore

Be it resolved that a campaign entitled “100% Student Owned", that would certify and brand
businesses that are run by students, for students, be developed;

Be it further resolved that the campaign feature an attractive and easily recognizable logo that
could be posted by student-run businesses in order to help students make informed choices
about where they spend their money and for what the businesses they support stand.
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CARRIED

i- Proposal to Adopt Campaign for Accessible Student Housing

2003/05:084

2003/05:085

MOTION
Local 19/Local 97

Whereas mariy universities and colleges in Canada are nct barrier-free for students with
disabilities; and _ .

Whereas while first-year students at the University of Toronto are guaranteed a space in
residence, thers is no guarantee of accessible housing for students with disabilities; and
Whereas May 26-30, 2003 is “National Access Awareness Week”; therefore

Be it resolved that “National Access Awareness Week” be supporied; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to demand the creation and expansion
of accessible student housing.

MOTION TO AMEND

}.ocal 98/Local 73 _

Be it resoived that Motion 2003/05:84 be amended to include:

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to write letters o the Governing Council of the
University of Toronto and administrators across Canada in support of “National Access
Awareness Week”, the students’ actions at the University of Toronto and barrier free campuses.

Local 98 delegate Julia Munk said that disabled students at the University of Toronto would be
participating in direct action, which would be the first fime in 25 years.

2003/05:085
2003/05:086

2003/05:084

CARRIED

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 49/Local 48

Be it resolved that the first paragraph in Motion-2003/050:84 be amended to read:

“Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to support “National Access Awareness
Week.”

CARRIED

CARRIED AS AMENDED

k. Proposal to Adopt Campaign to Allow International Students to Work Off-Campus

2003/05:087

l.
2003/05:088

MOTION
Local 84/Local 28

Whereas Canada is the only major host country that does not aliow international students to work
off-campus at least part-time during their studies and full-ime during the holidays; and

Whereas the Federation has recommended changes to Canada’s regulation regarding off-
campus work permits for internafional students; and

Whereas the Federation has committed itself to lobby the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada to honour its commitment fo the above changes; therefore

Be it resolved that member locals be encouraged to write lefters supporting policy changes within
the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration Canada to allow intemational students to work off-

campus.
CARRIED

Proposal to Undertake Research Survey on Part-time and Mature Students

MOTION
Local 97/Local 78

Whereas there is a dearth of research that specifically addresses pari-time and mature students;
and

- Whereas there is an existing research model and survey available from Local 97, therefore,
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2003/05:089

Be it resolved that a research campaign on part-time and mature students be coordinated; and

Be it further resolved that this research campaign focus on such issues as demographic trends,
barriers faced by mature and part-time students, funding, housing, work and employment,
chiidcare, summer and evening services, and summer and evening courses; and

Be it further resolved that this campaign be coordinated ‘provincially and nationally.
_ CARRIED _
Proposal to Adopt Campaign Defending Students’ Union Autonomy

MOTION

Local 97/Local 28

Whereas the University of Toronto administration has unilaterally changed the criteria used o
determine part-time students’ membership in the part-time students’ union on campus; and
Whereas the new policy will result in a significant reduction in the membershlp base of the
students’ union; therefore

Be it resolved that the University of Toronto administration be condemned for iis unilateral
attempts to undermine the autonomy of the Association of Part-Time Undergraduate Students of
the University of Toronto, Local 97; and

Be it further resolved that member locals be encouraged to support the efforts of Local 97 in
preserving its right io determine membership criteria.

Local 97 delegate Emily Sadowski said that the Association of Part-Time Undergraduate Students
was a strong and vibrant students’ union at the University of Toronto. She said that the students’

“union had challenged the university adminisiration on several fronis including tuition fees,

corporate governance and access to education for part-time students. She said that in September
2002, the University of Toronto administration made an atbitrary decision about the definition of
part time study versus full-time study. She said that, as a result, the Union would be losing
between 40-60 per cent of its members, and aimost $200,000 in membership dues. She said that
the administraiion’s justification for the change varied depending on who it was lobbying o
cenvince that it was a good idea. .

Sadowski said that there were many negative implications for siudents. She said that the students
affected by the change would have to pay almost $500 more in ancillary fees and fewer students
would be eligible for student financial assistance because they would not meet the course load
reguirements established by Canada Siudent Loans. She said that the Union would be weakened
and have to struggle to survive. She said that no institution should have the unilateral ability to
change the definition of union membership.

Local 68 delegate Pablo Vivanco said that he was in favour of the motion. He said that although
the motion was specific to the Association of Pari-Time Undergraduate Students it applied to all
students’ unions. He said that Local 68-York Federation of Students had been engaged in a long
standing dispute with the York University administration because the University refused to collect
the correct Federation membership fee. He said that similar to the sltuation at the University of
Toronto, the administration at York University had made an arbitrary decision that infringed upon
the rights of the York Federation of Students.

Local 98 delegate Artful-Dodger said that she was in favour of the motion. She said that even
though the Students’ Administrative Council wouid gain members as a result of the University’s
decision, she understood the threat that the decision posed to the right of students’” unions to
organise, She said that the increase in ancillary fees was significant for those students who the
University was proposing to re-classify as full-time.

Local 21 delegate Pelley said that the motion should not reference the amount of funding that
would be lost as a result of the University's decision. She said that she supported the
condemnation of the University for not consulting the Union, but felt that mentioning the fees
weakened the Union’s pesition.
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Local 97 delegate David Melville said that the motion would send a message that the student
community, almost half a million strong, supported the part-time students at the University of
Toronto despite the University’s attempts to trivialise and dismiss their concerns.

2003/05:089 " CARRIED ‘ ) :
n. Proposal to Send Representatives to the “All-African Students’ Congress”

2003/05:090 MOTION
Local 68/Local Local 28 ‘
Whereas the World Conference Against Racism took place in the year 2000 in Durban South
Africa to address issues of racism in the post-colonial era; and
Whereas a subsequent conference took place in Barbados in 2002 to address issues particutarly
pertaining to African Descendants, adopting the movement for Reparations as a central goal and
thems; and

Whereas the Ontario member locals have overwhelmingly voted in favour of endorsing the

Y X i

Airikan Reparations imovernent; and

Whereas Ontario member locals sponsored three delegates, in addition to the Ontario
Constituency Commissioner Kim Bryc to attend; and

Whereas a subsequent conference, the "All-African Students’ Congress”, will take place at the
Mona Campus of the University of the West Indies in Kingston, Jamaica in May 2003; therefore,
Be it resolved that up to $5,000 be allocated for delegates to attend the "All-African Student
Congress” at the Mona Campus of the University of the West Indies in Kingston, Jamaica in May
2003; and

Be it further resotved that the current National Students of Colour Representative Joseph Zanger
Bright be sent to this conference as the official delegate representing the Federation,

Boyko said that it was the Federation’s practice to include an international component to the work
that it undertakes, recognising that students exist in a context where there is a global movement of
students fighting for studenis’ rights throughout the world. He said that the Federation had a long
standing and central role in the International Union of Students. He said that a students’ congress
was planned for the following week in Jamaica. He said that sending someone would ensure that
the Federation was fulfilling its role in the international community.

Local 44 delegate Joanna Groves asked what the costs were,

Local 68 delegate Vivanco said that the regiétration fees would be $5 United States Dollars per
person. He said that the accommodatlon is $12 USD per day. He said that he was unsure about
the flight costs. _

Local 68 delegate said that the congress was important not just for international reasons but also
to address the systematic oppression and racism that people of colour face everyday.

2003/05:090 CARRIED

2003/05:091  MOTION
Local 33/Local 8

Be it resolved that the Campaigns and Governmeant Relafions report be adopted.
- CARRIED ’

Local 23 delegate Geordie Dent said that the 2003-2004 Campaigns Strategy included almost 20
different campaigns. He said that in addition the National Executive and member locals had the
responsibility of implementing the standing campaigns, such as the “‘No Means No" campaign. He
said that the campaigns were good but, in the fulure, delegaies should consider the amount of
work being assigned. He said that for the campaigns to be of high quality, there had to be fewer of
them. He said that member locals should also consider sending campaigns proposals with notice
for consideration at the general meeting instead of introducing them in the subcommitice



CLOSING PLENARY MINUTES - PAGE 27
43rd Semi-Annual National General Meeting
Thursday, May 15 to Sunday, May 18, 2003—Ottawa

7.

meetings. He said that it would give the other locals of the Federation an opportunity to discuss
and consider the proposals before the meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF NATIONAL EDUCATION AND STUDENT RIGHTS COMMITTEE REPORT

Ontario Chairperson Joel Duff said that the first portion of the Campaigns and Government Relations
Committee meeting was devoted to providing background information and context for the motions, He
said that there had also been a discussion about the proposed new legislation in Alberta and the effect
this type of legistation had on the functioning of students’ unions elsewhere in Canada. He said that the
goal was to use the situation in Alberta to examine the broader issues and develop principles o defend
the rights of students’ unions to organise and collect dues.

Duff said that the Committee had recommended adoption of Motion-2003/05:038. He asked delegates o
correct their reports accordingly.

a. Proposal to Amend Policy on Canada’s Health and Social Transfer

2003/05:012 MOTION TO AMEND POLICY

Local 47fLocal 73 -

Whereas the Federation’s policy opposing the Canada Health and Social Transfer dates back to
1995 when the act was first imposed; and

Wheraas in their proposed Post-Secondary Education Act the Canadian Association of University
Teachers calls for the replacement of the CHST with a National Post-Secondary Education Fund;
and

Whereas the Federation has endorsed CAUT's Post-Secondary Education Act; therefore

Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on the Canada Health and Social Transfer be
replaced with the following policy:
CANADA HEALTH AND SOCIAL TRANSFER
Preamble
Transfer payments for post-secondary educafion, health and social welfare were cut drastically in 1994
as a major part of the federal government’s deficit reduction strategy. in total, this amounied to more
than $5 hillion cut from post-secondary education and training over ﬁve‘years.

Policy

The Federation opposes the Canada Health and Social Transfer, a block funding scheme that replaced
Established Programs Financing, for the following reasons;

- itundermines national standards; and :

- it reduced funding fo post-secondary education.

The Federation calls on the Federal government to repeal the Canada Health and Social Transfer and
gstablish a National Post-Secondary Education Fund to provide stable federal cash funding.

The Federation proposes the replacement of the CHST with a set of national social investment funds,
separately financed and governed by distinct principles. It is envisioned that, through amendments to the
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arangements Act, a Post-Secondary Education Fund would be created (along
with a Health Care Fund and Income Support). The cash value of the Post-Secondary Education Fund
wouid initially be set at 0.3% of GDP and would rise to 0.5% {ahout the same level it was in the late
1670s and early 1980s) within two years. To ensure regianal equity, cash transfers to the provinces will
be allocated on a per capita basis and equalised according to provincial GDP per capita.

2003/05:092 MOTION TO AMEND

Local 71/Local 11
Be it resolved that the amended policy proposed in Motion 2003/05:012 be amended to read as
follows:

CANADA HEALTH AND SOCIAL TRANSFER

Preamble
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Transfer payments for post-secondary. education, health and social welfare were cut drastically in 1994
as a major part of the federal government's deficit reduction strategy. In total, this amounted to more
than $5 billion cut from post-secondary education and training over five years.

The Federation oppeses the Canada Health and Social Transfer (CHST), a block fundmg scheme that
replaced Established Programs Financing because the transfer:

- undermines national standards; and

- reduced funding to post-secondary education.

The Federation calis on the Federal government to repeal the Canada Health and Sacial Transfer and
establish a National Past-Secondary Education Fund to provide stable federal cash funding.

The Federation praposes the replacement of the CHST with a set of nafional soctal investment funds,
separately financed and governed by distinct principles. It is envisioned that, through amendments to the
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements Act, a Post-secandary Education Fund would be created (aleng
with a Health Cars Fund and Income Support). The cash value of the Post-Secondary Education Fund
would iniﬁally be set at 0 3% of Gross Domestic Produc’( (GDP}) and would rise to 0. 5% (about the same
transfers to the provinces will be allocated on a per capita bas:s and equalised according to provincial
GOP per capita.

Duff said that the the three different envelopes of funding that had been distributed to the
provinces under the Established Programs Financing had been collapsed inio one fund when the
Canada Health and Social Transfer replaced the Established Programs Financing. He said that
there was no clear direction about how the provincial governments were meant to spend the
federal transfer funds. He said that during the previous year the federal government removed
healthcare funding from the Canada Health and Social Transfer to protect the healthcare funding.
He said that the proposed policy calted for post-secondary education to be separated from the
other funding s0 it was used exclusively for post—secondary aducation.

2003/05:092 CARRIED
2003/05:012 CARRIED AS AMENDED

b. Proposal to Amend Policy on Student Financial Assistance

2003/05:014 MOTION TO AMEND POLICY
Local 47/101

Be it resolved that the section titled “General Policy” under the Federation Policy “Student
Financial Assistance” be replaced with:

Preamble

in the context of affordable post-secondary educafion, student financial assistance is an important
mechanism for reducing social and economic inequalifies in access to post-secondary education. In
Canada, 80% of students require some financial assistance. Three-quarters of those receiving student
aid believe they would be unable fo participate In higher education without this assistance.

Policy

The Federation supports:

- Student financial assistance programmes belng universally and equitably accessible fo fulfl- and part-
time students;

- Student financial assistance programmes that are adequate fo meet the needs of all students,
including the needs for the extra expenses incurred by some sfudents with dependants, and by
studenfs with disabilifies and/or special needs; '

- The integration and harmonisation of student financial assistance programmes so that students do
not suffer from unnecessary confusion, delays, errors, superfluous requests for informatien, and
duplication of administration;

- The public provisian of agcessible and thorough information on all aspects of student financial
assistance programmes;

- Eligibility requirements for student financial assistance that include a definition of independent student
status which would not include age; that does not include a waiting period sfter a student's parent or
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guardian stops claiming the student on their faderal income tax retumn; and which does not require the
student to maintain & minimum income leve!; and

- An equitable calculation of childcare and other dependent expenses, current non-school debt,
housing costs, fravel expenses and education-related technological expenses in determining the
costs of attending post-secondary instifutions for the purpose of determining financial need.

The Federation opposes:;

- The use of student financial assistance programmes as a means of jusfifying higher user fees for
post-secondary education;

- Student-funded student financial assistance;

- All user fees for students applying for or benefiing from student financial assistance including, but not
limited to, application fees and service charges;

- Any delay in disbursement of student financial assistance, as any delay in receipt of these funds has
adetrimental effect on needy students;

- Penalising students due fo delays in the disbursement of student financial assistance lnc|ud|ng, but
not fimited to, course cancellation and the impesition of late fees;

- The treatment of student financial assistance as income in the calculation of eligibility for government
assistance programmes;

- Public-private partnership requirements in govemment funding for student financial assistance and
other student financial assistance distribution mechanisms that rely on an institution’s fundraising
capacity over the characteristics of individual students; and

- Work study programmes as a repiacement for needs-based student financial assistance.

Be it further resolved that the section titled “Student Grants” be replaced with:
NEEDS-BASED STUDENT GRANTS

Preamble

Canada is one of only three industrialised countries that does not have a national system of student

grants, Virtually all European and South American countries, as well as the United States, have grants

programmes. A nafional system of needs-based grants would mmednate[y reduce the daunting debt

level students face.

The Federal government currently spends $1.3 billion each year to administer the Canada Student

Loans Program. The Federation estimates the cost of a national grants programme to be $1.2 billion. In

addifion, for every dollar allocated in grants, savings will also be realised in reduced administrative

costs, education tax credit claims and payments to service providers,

Policy

The Federafion supports the provision of student aid through a full and adequate system of needs-baged

student grants.

The Federation opposes:

- Merit-based scholarships as a substitute for a needs-based student granis programme; and

- Individualiy-driven savings plans for post-secondary education, such as registered education savings
plans, as a substitute for a needs-based student grants programme.

Be it further resolved that the “Preamble” to the section titled “Student Loans” be replaced with:

Public student loans programmes are not student-aid plans, but rather are a funding mode! for post-
secondary education. They are based on the belief that the individual is the primary beneficiary of a
post-secondary education and should bear the financial burden of the cost of that education.
Furthermore, student loans programmes typically provide an alibi fo government and college and
university administrators fo justify further tuition fee increases.
Insofar as the federal and provincial governments have chosen to provide student financial assistance in
the form of loans rather than needs-based student grants, the Federation supports the following policies
. on student loans,

Be it further resolved that the section titled “Student loans” be amended to include:
The Federation opposes debt management measures that tie debt reduction or “forgiveness” tor

- starting a family;
- re-iocating 1o isolated, rural or under-serviced communities; and
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2003:05:093

- post-graduation professicnal practice in parficular professions or specialfies.”

MOTION TO AMEND
Local 71/l_ccal 11 .
_ Be it resolved that the amended policy fitled “Student Loans” proposed in Motion-2003/05:014 be
amended to read as follows:
“The Federation opposes debt management measures that tie debt reduction or *forgiveness” to:
- family size;
- relocation to isalated, rural or under-sefviced communities;
- post-graduation professional practice in particular professions or specialfies; and
- any ofher lifestyle choices.”

Duif said that the mounting debt crisis had had a disproportionately negative effect on rural and
remote communities. He said that students in those communiiies received an education but also
accrued a significant debt and, after graduation, were often unable to make the income they
required in the rural or remote community. He said that students were then forced to move to
larger communities in order to make higher incomes. He said that there had been various
initiatives across the country that tied loan forgiveness to post-graduation employment choices in
low income or under serviced areas. He said that that type of policy sent the message to low
income students that they did not have the rights to make the same employment and lifestyle
choices as students from higher income backgrounds. He said that it did not serve the interests of
the community because it forced peaple to work and live in areas in which they did nct necessarily
want to be, He said that recently in Quebec, in an effort fo try to increase the birth rate, the
government had promised to forgive student debt for every child that an individual had. He said
that members of the Committes thought there were more appropriate ways of increasing the
population or encouraging people to move to rural areas.

2003:05:094 MOTION TO AMEND THE AMENDMENT

Local 47/Local 89 ‘
Be it resolved that the amended policy titled "Student Loans” proposed int Motion-2003/05:014 be
amended to read as follows:
The Federafion apposes debt management measures that tie debt reduction or “forgiveness” fo life siyle
choices such as:
- starting a family;
- telocation fo isolated, rural or under-serviced communities; and
- post-graduation professional practice in particular professions or specialties.”

National Graduate Caucus Chairperson Greener said that debt forgiveness should not be tied to
life style choices. He said that adding the phrase “such as” broadened the statement to include
those choices that were not already included in the motion. He said that amending the motion to
include “starting a family” as one of the lifestyle options, mcorporated the language used in the
Parti Quebecois’ election platform.

2003:05:094 CARRIED ‘
2003:05:095 = MOTION TO AMEND THE AMENDMENT

Local 71/Local 97
Be it resolved that the amended policy titled "Student Loans proposed in Motion-2003/05:014 be
amended 1o read as follows:
The Federation opposes debt management measures that tie debt reduct:on or “forgiveness” to lifestyle
choices such as:
- starting a family or family size;
- relocation fo isclated, rural or under-serviced communities; and
- post-graduation professional practice in particular professions or specialfies; and
- any other ffestyls choices.”

CARRIED
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2003:05:096
2003:05:093
2003/05:014

2003/05:016

2003:05:096 MOTION TO AMEND THE AMENDMENT

Local 31/Local 28

Be it resolved that the amended poiicy titled “Student Loans” proposed in Motion-2003/05:014 be
amended to.read as follows:

The Federation opposes debt management measures that tie debt reduction or “forgiveness” to lifestyle

choices such as:

- starting a family or family size;

- the requirement fo relocate to isclated, rural or under-serviced communities;

- post-graduation professional practice in particular professions or spamalhes and

- any other lifestyle choices.”

Local 31 delegate Brandon MacKenzie said that he understood and agreed with the merits of the
clause but that a simple tax incentive io island graduates would give them the incentive to stay
and work In the community. He said that such incentives would not be punitive but rather would
provide students with the financial relief to stay in the community.

Local 98 delegate Ashiey Morton said that he supported the amendment. He said that he grew up
in a small town in BC and a wing of the hospital was closed because there had not been enough
staff. He said that the town was 500 kilometers from the next largest centre. He said that if a policy
of this nature was implemented, it would definitely improve life in smaller locales.

Local 33 Macleod said that she was opposed to the motion. She said that two disadvantaged
groups, students from low-income backgrounds and psople from rural areas, should not be pitted
against each other. '

Local 37 delegate Dave Cannon said that he was in favour of the amendment. He said that the
motion simply spoke to policies about debt management. He said that the policy would state that
the Federation was against baiting poor students with the prospect of reducing their student debt if
they were willing to make a lifestyle change. He said that he was completely supportive of any
program that was developed by government to support small communities but felt, it had no place
in the Federation’s policies.

Local 70 delegate Emeka Moneke said that he was in favour of the amendment.
CARRIED

CARRIED AS AMENDED
CARRIED AS AMENDED

Proposal to Adopt Policy on Portability
MOTION TO ADOPT POLICY
Local 47/Local 26
Be it resolved that the following policy be adopied;
PORTABILITY
Preamble:

Inthe 1980's and 1880's, there has been a proliferation of institution-to-institution transfer agreements
that are, in some cases, inter-provincial. The increased co-operation of colleges and universities reflects
the changing role of post-secondary education in society and a greater need for flexible opportunities for
refraining, educational upgrading, and diversity of credentials.

Given the substantial differences in credit fransfer systems and in the structure of post-secondary
education systems between provinces and teritories, it is clear that a pan-Canadian system of credit
transfer must be built up over time through an initial focus on developlng and enhancing strong
provincialiterritorial fransfer systems.

MORBILITY
Preamble:
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The evolving characteristics of the Canadian college and university student body which is generally
older, more mabile, and more likely to be forced by work-related or personal reasons fo register in more
than one institution to complete their diploma or degres work,

Given the changes in educational advantages that acéue from greater mability, the.changing needs of
the student body and the growing need for individuals to return to post-secondary education during the
course of their working lives, it is important to facilitate mobility for individuals ameng colleges, among
universities, and ameng colleges and universities in Canada.

in addition, the ability to fransfer credits also creates an efficient use of human and institutional
rescurces ~ students will see a reduction of educational costs through the elimination of fime-cansuming
repetition of studies. However, in Canada, the difficulties experienced by transfer students in having their
previous post-secondary experience recognised inhibit mobility and are damaging fo sfudents.

Policy:
The Federation supports the integrity and transferability if course credits hetween all post-secondary
educational instituficns.

The Federation supports the increase of joint fransfer programe,

* The Federation supports the development and implementafion of a framework for credit transfer
arrangements.
The Federation calls on federal, provincial and teritorial governments to ensure that there are no
barriers to inter-provincial mobility that unreasonably inhibit access.
The Federation opposes quotas on the number of siudents allowed to transfer from colleges to
universifies.

The Federation opposes the downsizing and elimination of university transfer programs at community
colleges.

PAN-CANADIAN PROTOCOL ON THE TRANSFERABILITY OF LEARNING
, Preamble

Govemnments have established colleges and universities as substantially autonomous bodies where
academic decisions are made by the institutions themselves. As admissions standards and credit
recognition decisions are made by insfifutions, this means that cooperafion between institutions is
required fo huild credit transfer systems within and between provinces and teritories.

Establishing & pan-Canadian protocol on the transferabllity of leaming would allow colleges and
universities fo identify commen standards and interests; encourage dialogue between institutions and
systems that have fraditionally operated separately; set or target provincial and national standards;
maximise the use of resources; and increase awareness of articulation goals and principles.

Policy

The Federation supperts the coordination of provincial credrt transfer through the establlshment ofa
pan-Canadian protocol on transferability of learning.

The Federation calls upon the Councl of Ministers of Education (CMEC) to coordinate and implement
such a protocol, -

The Federation supperis the establishment of a common caurse numbering system, electronic
information systems, articulafion facilitators, and provincial governing boards to oversee credit transfer
batween public post-secondary education institutions.

PRIOR-LEARNING ASSESSMENT
Preamble

Prior leaming assessment and recognition of skills acquired outside of college should also be an
element of any pan-Canadian protocol ratified by colleges and universities. Prigr leaming assessment
and recognition allows an individual fo get some form of recagnition for the skills and knowledge she or
he has. Prior learning assessment and recognition would give equal value to leaming and skills from
school, community work, on the job training and other life experiences. The benefits of prior leaming
assessment and recognition for colleges and universities Include, a better use of limited resources, cost-
savings for students and assurances that students can fransfer from one place fo another.
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2003/05:097

2003/05:016

d.
2002/05:018

Eack of recognifion of prior learmning is most severe with respect to foreign educational attainment and,
therefore has a negative effect on educational and employment opportunities for international students,
immigrants and refugees.

Policy - .

The Federation supports the promotion of confinued education and skills upgrading through recognition
of foreign and domestic prior leaming credentials and credit transfer.

The Federation opposes policies that create an unnecessary duplication of prior learming.

The Federation calls on the federal government and the Council of Ministers of Education Canada to
establish clearly arficulated public policies at federal and provincialfteritorial levels which support the
recognition of prior learning and the subsequent programming/funding for implementation.

The Federation calls on the Federal government to establish a central coordinating body to gather and
disseminate prior learning assessment and recognition information on best practices, research and
training.

CLEAR PATHWAYS TO LEARNING

Preamble

In order to effectively plan their educational choices, students need to be assured that all course work
satisfaciorily completed will be considered for recognition of credit should they be granted admission at
another public post-secondary institution. Students also require a process of transferring from one
institution to ancther in Canada that will not result in undue additional costs or in the need o repeat
essentially equivalent previous leaming experiences.

The lack of consistency in the rules and procedures governing credit fransfer among the universities,
and at timas within-an institution, leads to substantial confusion for the student and often results in
inconsistencies in the recognition of credits.

Policy

The Federafion calls on the Council of Ministers of Education Ganada fo provide clear pathways for
sfudents by ensuring that post-secondary institutions provide accurate and timely information to students
in advance of transfer.

The Federation calls for the establishment of a consistent system by all colleges and universities to
calculate, record, and retain the graduating or final-year GPA for students.

The Federation calls upon the Council of Ministers of Education Canada to encourage the development
of arm's-length agencies to promote cooperation and credit transfer batween colleges and universities.
The steering committees of these agencies should include democratically selected and accountable
student representation.

MOTION TO REFER
Local 47/Local 89

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/05:016 be referred to the National Executive.
CARRIED
REFERRED

Proposal 10 Amend Policy on Pan-Canadian Principles

MOTION TO AMEND POLICY
Local 101/24

Whereas in its proposed Post-Secondary Education Act, the Canadian Association of University
Teachers (CAUT) calls for “the establishment of national principles setting standards for the
provision of post-secondary education” and proceeds to outline those principles; and

Whereas the Federation has endorsed CAUT’s Post-Secondary Education Act; and

Whereas the Federation has existing policy entitled “Pan-Canadian Ptinciples” that includes
most, but not all of the principles outline by CAUT; therefore

Be it resolved that the existing Federation Policy on called “Pan-Canadian Principles” be
amended to include:
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Collegial Governance: Post-sscondary education institutions should be governed in a collegial manner
that includes meaningful and effective representation from faculty and students.

Academic Freedom: Assure protection of the principle of free and independent academic inquiry and the
academic and intellectual autonomy of post-secondary insfitutions.
2003/05:098 MOTION TO REFER
Local 47/Local 89

Be it resolved that Motion-2003/N05:018 be referred to the National Executive.

CARRIED
2003/05:018 REFERRED .
e, Proposal to Adopt Policy on Intellectual Property
2003/05:038 MOTION TO ADOPT POLICY

Local 101/24

Be it resolved that the fallowing policy be adopted:
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Preamble:

Knowledge, as perceived by the Canadian Federation of Students, should be a “sociat good” which
allows the widest distribution of information in order to benefit, imprave and advance society as a whole.
As aresult, the Federation continues to advocate the basic principles of post secondary education
based on the concept of free access to education, open inquiry and the wide spread and free
dissemination of knowtedge within an open and pluralistic environment of opinians,

The Federafion acknowledges that intellectual property may take many forms that include but are not
limited to applications, artistic creations {inclusive of games, media, internet and technology based
applications), methods, ideas and inventions which will be referred to in this document as creation, idea
andfor invention.

Understanding that there may be potential to capiteiize on idess, creafions and inventions to the benefit
of the creator/inventor and the community in general and keeping mindful that the university is a publicly
funded institution, the Federation advacates for the right of the creatorfinventor to have an informed and
protected interest In the distribufion. of funds and information dissemination that may result from the
creation, idea andfor invention.

With respsct to the legal implications involving creations, inventions and ideas, the Federation
acknowledges the legal distincfions within copyright and patent laws but does not condone the
movement of creations, ideas and inventions from the public and social realm to private enterprise for
exploitation at the expense of the creator/inventor and nor does it condone the potential expense andfor
dangers that it may have on the social significance, social welfare and general cantribution to the
knowiedge poal.

Policy:

The Federation supports intellectual property policies at public institutions that:

- apply to all forms and all stages of research, scholarly and artistic work;

- applies equally to all researchers including faculty, staff and students;

- promote the dissemination of knowledge as its primary goal; and

- recognize that researchers are enfitled to recognifion in proportion fo their contribution to research,
including but not limited to subsequent papers and materials resulfing from such research.

The Federation oppeses intellectual property polices of public insfitutions that restrict the timely

disclosure of research, scholarly and artist work in a public forum. _

The Federation acknowledges the need for confidentially agreements between researchers but opposes

nan-disclosure agreements that restrict public access to research, scholarly and artistic wark.

The Federation encourages all public post-sacondary institutions to develop iritellectual property

policies.

CARRIED
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2003/05:099

2003/05:099
NOTICE

2003/05:100

MOTION
Local 97/L.ocal 26

Be it resolved that research be conducted into the rights of students and academic workers to
organise and have membership dues coliected; and

Be it further resolved that policy be deveéloped for presentation to the November 2003 national
general mesting.

Duff said that Local 97 had moved the motion, not Local 96. He asked delegates to correct their
reports accordingly.

CARRIED

MOTION TO AMEND POLICY

Local 101/Local 24

Whereas part-time study is an essential cornponent of diversity in institutional academic
programming in institutional academic programming and individual educational choice;

Whereas lifelong learning is a vital individual and socistal good;

Whereas certain life circumstances allow for only part-time study and later-life fearning, such as
family, employment, and disability; and, .

Whereas discriminatory practices exist against part-iime study, such as preferential admissions
and enrolment for full-time students, and preferential government funding for full-time and direct-
eniry high school students; therefore,

Be it resolved that the foliowing policy be adopted:

PART-TIME AND MATURE STUDENTS

The Federation believes that

- overt and systemic barriers fo part-time and mature students should be eliminated.

- part-ime and mature students should have full access fo existing federal, provincial and
university/college based student financial aid programs, with additional specific grant-hased bursaries
developed for part-time and mature students.

- afull range of winter sessions courses should be made available during evenings, weekends and
summer sessions.

- student and administrative services hours of operation, including fibraries, registration, food and
athlefic services, should include adequate evening and summer hours,

- family care, including evening care, weekend care, infant care, part-time and drop in childcare, should
be available for part-time and mature students’ unique needs.

- affordable housing on all campuses should be available for part-time and mature students.

- where no representation for part-time mature students exists, support should be provided for the
creafion of part-time student unions n all campuses.

- where appropriate, student health plans should be created for pari-time students or pari-time students
should be coverad under existing student health plan,

MOTION
Local 18/Local 71

Be it resolved that the National Education ana Student Rights report be adopted.
CARRIED

8. ° OTHER BUSINESS

Boyko said that he wanted to recognise the contributions of outgoing members of the National Executive.
He thanked the following members of the National Executive: BC Representative Summer McFadyen,
Newfoundland and Labrador Representative Keith Dunne, Graduate Students’ Representative Andrea
Rounce, Saskatchewan Representative Kyall Glennie, Francophone Representative Chris Mazeroll,
Québec Representative Caroline Kim, Prince Edward Island Representative Phil MacDonald and Nova
Scotia Representative Donald Andrews.He said that the outgoing members had made very fmportant
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coniributions to the work of the organisation and the deliberations of the National Executive. He said that
National Graduate Caucus Chairperson Jesse Greener was also finishing his term and thanked him for
his contributions, '

NOTICE - MOTION
Local 23/Local 54

Whereas the Federation recognises that transphobia creates a climate that fosters transphobic
violence; .

Whareas the Federation recognises the right to the basic necessities of a healthy life including
but not limited to food water, shelter and medicare;

Whereas fransphobia limits research and education, training and services in medicine that
benefit transgendered and transsexual peoples;

Be it resoived that the following policy be adopted:

The Federation recognises the need for health services that are inclusive to transgendered and
transsexual peoples in all post-secondary institutions in Canada;

The Federation supports research, education and training pertaining to fransgendered and
transsexual issues, availabie services for fransgendered and transsexual peoples and an end to
discrimination against transgendered and transsexual pecples in post-secondary institutions
across Canada. )

Northern Lighis College Students’ Association Kim Davidson said that she wanted to extend thanks to
delegates at the meeting for making her first general mesting vety exciting. She said that it was her
pleasure fo speak with students who were working to make a difference for all other students across
Canada. She said that it was important fo her that the Students' Association joined the Federation. She
said that six member locals in BC had already offered to assist with the membership drive which was a

true example of sclidarity.

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

A series of logistical announcements were made.

10. ADJOURNMENT

2003/05:101 MOTION TG ADJOURN
Local 44/Local 24
Be it resolved that plenary be adjourned.

CARRIED

21:59 the meeting adjourned.
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May 8, 2003
To Whom It May Concern:

The Students’ General Association (SGA) of Laurentian University,
Local 30 would fike to proxy thelr vote for the CFS National Meeting to

Looal 82, of Algoma University.
.

.Haya Lepie
VP Services

Lawrention University
Siscdent Comre

935 Ransy Lk Raad
Sadbnzy, Onteric
P3E 206

Université Lowtewtionse
Comtry biidiant

935 Clanis du la Rumiiy
Sudbary (Ontario}

P3E 2C6

Tal (705) 6736547

w0635 e St L3t mj
-~ camail Spa@sgelanrentian.is ' ‘ mamww*“‘“““ﬂm&;:mg *mﬁ

e, soa. danrentian.og




Association des étudiantes
et étudiants francophones

Université L aurentienmne

Le 9 mal 2003

Monsieur lan Boyko, président

Fédération canadienne des étudiantes et étudiants
Bureau tentral

174, rue Metcalfe, bureau 500

Ottawa (Ontario) K2P 1P3

Qbjet : vote par procuration
Monsieur,

Veuillez noter que pour 'assemblée générale nationale de |a Fédération
canadiennie des étudiantes et étudiants, élément de 'Ontario qui aura lleu du 15
au 18 mai 2003, I'Assodation des étudlantes et étudiants francophones (AEF) de
PUniversité Laurentienne, section 88, n'y participera pas. Par conséquent, F'AEF
donne son vote par procuration a Margaret Camesron, de « Algoma University
Students’ Assaciation — Local 82 ».

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, mes sincéres salutations.

Le vice-président,

Algin Baucher
AB/pv

¢.¢. Margaret Comeron
Cheistine Bowrque

SCE-202 Cengre éudiant _ Sudbury, Ontario P3E2C6  (705) 673-6557 fax (703) 675-4876
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 ARID (ALRER UNVETY Wilfrid Laurier University
s a Graduate Students’ Association

75 University Avenue West, Waterloo, Ont. N2L 3C5 (S19) 884-0710 ext. 3501
E-mail: 00gva@machlwhica  Fax: (519) 884-3310

 MEMORANDUM

From; Wilfrid Laurier Graduate Students Association (WLUGSA)
To: National Graduate Coungil of the CFS
Date: May 6, 2003

- Subject: A Proxy

el e
We the members of the WLUGSA would like to proxy our vote to Local 47- University
of Western Ontario Society for Graduate Students (SOGS) for the duration of the May
15-18, 2003 Semi-Annual National Meeting of the Canadian Federation of Students. This
proxy has become necessary due to circumstances beyond our control, We have

confidence in the ability of the delegate of Local 47 to represent our interest.

We wigh the delegates success in all deliberations.
Sincerely,

L7
Abednego A Aryee

V. P. External Affairs
WLUGSA




University of Guelph
Graduate Students’ Associafion

Condgdian Federation of Studéents
National Graduate Council Locat 42

May 12, 2003

FAX #416-925-6774

Rick Telfer

Canadizn Federation of Students — Ontario
Suite 201, 720 Spadina Avenue

Taranw, Ontaric

M3S 2Ty

Dear Rick,

Please be advised that Xiao Wang, V.P. External for the Graduate Students’ Assotiation
(Local 62), University of Guelph, 15 unable to attend the 43™ Semi-Annual General
Meeting, 10 be held at Carlcton University, May 15-18, 2003.

The Graduate Students’ Assaciation at the University of Guelph, Lucal 62, desxgnatcs
University of Western Ontario, Society of Graduate Students, Local 47 (Jesse Greener),
10 hold our proxy.

Sincerely,

4 g

Erin Angus

Office Manager

Graduate Stadents’ Association
fea

c6: Xiao Wang, V.P. External
Jesse Greener, University of Wastern Qnrario, Saciety of Graduate Students

FAX #516-661-3374

-

fm. 824 + University Cenfre + University of Guelph » Guslph - Onfario « N1G 2WT
Tel: (519) 824-4120 oxt. 6685 « Fax {519} 765-56876



NIPISSING UNIVERSITY

May &, 2003

To Whom It May Concem:

STUDENT UNION

Stephen P. Hayne

VP External Affairs

Nipissing University Student Union
100 College Drive, BOX 5002
Notth Bay, ON, P1B 8L7

- RE: Nationa] Gesieral Meeting — May 15-18, 2003

This letter is to advise that Nipissing University Student Union, local 20 of the Canadian
Federation of Students, is giving its proxy vote to local 32, Lakehend University Student Union,
for the upcoming national genaral meeting.

Thank you,

Sy

Stephen Hayne

v pomig 100 College Drive, Box 5002, North Bay, ON P15 4L
M’n Voicernail Access
o - (FUB)474-246] ext, 4489 ext. 4303

Tel: (705) 474-1553 Fax: (705) 474-3054

¥.P. Internad . General Manager
VI, Stwdent Lile ext, 4226
ext, 4302

President V.F. Exteynal







